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Temporary Suspension of Acceptance of New Retail Pharmacy
Applications

The National Medicines Regulatory Authority (NMRA) announces that the
temporary suspension of accepting new retail pharmacy applications, which
was in effect from 01 April 2025 to 01 October 2025, has been extended from
01 October 2025 until further notice.

However, the following categories of applications will continue to be
accepted:

1. Applications for retail pharmacies located in all districts except the
following:
> Colombo
o Gampaha
o Kalutara
o Galle
o Puttalam
o Kurunegala
- Polonnaruwa

2. Applications submitted by licensed pharmacists who directly own the
pharmacy and serve as the responsible pharmacist thercof, from any
district.

3. Applications for pharmacies operated by the State Pharmaceuticals
Corporation (SPC) — accepted from all districts.

A
Wholesale Establishments:

Applications for new wholesale establishments will continue to be accepted
as per the existing procedures.

Thank you.
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Chief Executive Officer
National Medicines Regulatory Authority (NMRA)



