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DISTANCE CRITERIA EXEMPTION FOR OWNER PHARMACISTS

The National Medicines Regulatory Authority (NMRA) hereby notifies all pharmacists and stakeholders
regarding the distance criteria exemptions for new retail pharmacies.

These changes are designed to regulate the establishment of new pharmacies and ensure that professional
pharmaceutical services are provided by registered pharmacists who maintain direct ownership and
responsibility.

1. Effective Date

The revised distance criteria exemption for owner pharmacists will come into effect on 1* January 2026.

2. Eligibility Requirements

Applications for exemption from the standard distance criteria will be accepted onmly if the following
condition is met:

Sole ownership: The applicant pharmacist must be the sole owner of the retail pharmacy.
Responsible Pharmacist: The owner must serve full-time as the Responsible Pharmacist of the
premises.

Compliance with all other applicable criteria and requirements, as per National Medicines
Regulatory Authority Act, No. 5 of 2015 and Regulations, is mandatory.

Following the issuance of Location Approval, the Business Registration Certificate (BRC) must be
submitted prior to appearing for the interview.

3. Non-Transferability of Ownership

The ownership of a pharmacy established under this exemption shall not be transferable to any
other party.

The licence issued under this exemption shall be strictly limited to the owner-pharmacist who
satisfies the exemption criteria.

If a pharmacist undergoes any change in ownership or closure of a previously owned pharmacy after 01
MJan 2026, that pharmacist will not be eligible to submit new applications for districts where the NMRA has
withheld the acceptance of new applications.

All applicants are strongly advised to take note of these requirements before submitting applications for new
retail pharmacy licenses. Pharmacists who fail to comply with these Guidelines, and applications that do not
meet the requirements, shall be rejected.
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Chief Executive Officer
National Medicines Regulatory Authcrity (NMRA)
Issued on: 01° Jan 2026
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