
Year 5 Grammar and Punctuation 

Compound sentences 

A compound sentence is comprised of two independent clauses that make 

sense on their own. They are joined by a coordinating conjunction, e.g. 

• Joshua enjoys playing guitar and he has a concert tonight. 

• I like apples yet I don’t like apple pie. 

Complex sentences 

A complex sentence is formed by an independent and a subordinate clause 

(one which relies on the other to make sense). They are joined together by a 

subordinating conjunction and separated by a comma. These can tell us 

about the order in which things happen, illustrate comparison, or specify a 

cause-and-effect relationship, e.g. 

• If you want to score well in your spelling test, you had better practise 

at home. 

• I love roast potatoes, whereas my mum prefers them mashed. 

• Whenever Becky watches a sad film, she cries. 

Embedded relative clauses 

An embedded relative clause can form a complex sentence. The subordinate 

clause is inserted within the independent clause using a relative pronoun. The 

sentence can be read with or without the embedded relative clause and 

should still make sense, e.g. 

• James, who had been playing Xbox all night, fell asleep at his desk. 

• The teacher, whose desk was exceptionally tidy, took pride in their 

classroom. 

Speech punctuation 

By the end of Year 5, children know how to write speech in 3 ways: 

When the speech is at the beginning of the sentence: 

“Close that door please,” requested Gran. 

When the speech is at the end of the sentence: 

Ryan complained, “It’s freezing out here!” 

When the speech is embedded in the sentence: 

“Is it too much to ask,” grumbled Mum miserably, “for you to tidy your 

room once in a while?” 

 



New 
punctuation 

Function 

: colon A colon is most commonly used before a list. 
It can also be used to separate two sentences when 
the second directly explains or illustrates the first. 
e.g. 

• We had two options: run from the aliens or 
die. 

• I had very little time to prepare: my new job 
started the next day. 

; semicolon A semicolon is used to separate two independent 
clauses in place of a coordinating conjunction. 
Here, the semicolon replaces the conjunction ‘but’: 

• She wanted to visit her grandparents; she 

lived too far away. 

( ) brackets Brackets are used to contain extra information that 
is not necessary for the sentence to make sense. 
They may contain numbers, one word or phrase, or 
a relative clause. 

• Billy (aged 7) had never visited Disneyland. 
• The canteen (which had recently been cleaned) 

smelled of disinfectant. 

 



 

 



 


