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The City is Human

Christian Sottile, FATA



“When you build a thing you cannot merely build that thing

in isolation, but must repair the world around it,

and within it, so that the larger world at that one place

becomes more cobherent, and more whole.”
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There Should be a Human Analogy in all Work —
people, people, people.



Cities are an
Act of Beauty
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The Three Essential
Elements of Architecture...

Firmitas

Utilitas
Venustas

Firmness
Commidity
Delight



Our Present Dilemma...

Firmness Form

Commidity = Function
Delight P77



Our Present Dilemma...

Firmness = Form
Commidity = Function
Delight = Beauty



Thomas Aquinas...

Firmness = Integrity
Commodity = Clarity
Delight = Consonance
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Cities are not Machines.



“What is the City,
but the People”

- Shakespeare
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; ‘A masterwork’ Alain de Botton



Can we recover this
Humanaty?




The Peninsula Plan
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The Marshes could become
an ecological park or fizhing
Upper King/ Meefing "
Stoble neighborhoods o case study area
“ ” The removel of the Cooper

River Bridge wil create the

wnity to kit the East
Side neighborhood fogether
with new housing.

The histaric spine of the
peninsula, the Upper
King/ Masting corridor
will be strengthened with
improved tramait and infill
developmant

The Federal Bullding s
Cross peninsula trails will ¥ Z DRE ) My It of the most prominent on the
conned o Riverwalka. d ‘ B > % N i peninsula, could accommo-
2%\ / date @ major new public ute
and housing
Upper Lodkwood will
contain new employ. ) e b
ment uses such as cor- A ! Upper Concord neighborhood
porate heod quarters C
ond high tech ressarch
ond development ol
N ¢ ties with significant new open
Brittlebank Park will Z Y v o | spoces.
be edended south. = M )

MUSC plans to expand Diverss, resident-orfented
ocililes. growh is encouraged on

Market Streat.
to the Ashiey
River will be improved.
Corridors below Cathoun

Street will remain stable.
Lower Lockwood contain

Growth will be dicecled away
C 2 from ol of the city’s neigh-
Cooper River e
3 waterfront
Waterfront case s Cose study
study oreo _. area

Extending the Riley Plan




Extending the Riley Plan




STUOY AREAD

Case Study Areas




The Importance of
Cartography



- HISTORIC - CHARLESTON
CONCA -MAP -

Suowine lCINAL MiGH
TIDE WATER LINLS,
FORTIFICATIONS , BOROUGHS,
GALAT FIRL3, HI3TORIC
INTORMATION

Map Analogies




SoOUvry onaANNEL

Analogies







Streets are the

Common Thread
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Great Street Frontages
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Incremental Development



Mixed Scales of Ownership



The Importance of
Great Streets




I am the Lorax,

I speak for the trees...
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We Need to Spealk
for the Streets




Timgad, North Africa. Built A.D.
100-117. A Roman colonial town.
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INTERSECTION FREQUENCY: 300 INTERSECTIONS PER SQUARE MILE

ANSONBOROUGH

CHARLESTON
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INTERSECTION FREQUENCY: 408 INTERSECTIONS PER SQUARE MILE

FRENCH QUARTER

CHARLESTON




INTERSECTION

NEIGHBORHOOD FREQUENCY

FRENCH QUARTER

ANSONBOROUGH

EAST SIDE
RADCLIFFEBOROUGH
MAZYCK-WRAGGBOROUGH
(Garden District)

HARLESTON VILLAGE
CHARLESTOWNE

(South of Broad)

MEDICAL DISTRICT

UNION PIER

Urban Center Walkability Standards
INTERSECTION FREQUENCY: MORE THAN 100 INTERSECTIONS PER SQUARE MILE
AVERAGE Brock LENGTH: Less THAN 500’

AveraGE Brock PerimiTer: LEss Tuax 3000’

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT ANALYSIS

CHARLESTON




. Suburban - Current Street Characteristics

Urban - Current Street Characteristics

COMBINED PENINSULA STREETS
Suburban & Urban Typologies
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Context
Arterial Street

Current Street Characteristics: Suburban

EAST BAY STREET

Charleston Streets




Context
Arterial Street

Current Street Characteristics: Urban

KING STREET

Charleston Streets




The Significance
of this Era




CHARLESTON BATTERY

CONNECTEDF PUBLICFPSPACES
CITY OF CHARLESTON

The Connected Public Realm




Above all,
The City is Human







Thank You!
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