CLARITY IN A CHAOTIC WORLD

STUDY GUIDE FOR 1 JOHN

Love Not the World. 11.9.25

Message.

The world constantly attempts to "disciple" a believer's affections, pulling loyalty away from
Jesus Christ. Christians, true followers of Christ, must respond by actively guarding their
hearts against worldly desires and influences, remembering that they belong to God (vv. 12-
14). This requires resisting the world's discipleship (vv. 15-17) and, particularly in the face of
false teachings, abiding in the anointing and truth of Christ (vv. 18-27). Ultimately, by
keeping their eyes on Jesus, the allure of the world will “grow strangely dim”.

Prayer.

Heavenly Father,

You are Holy and call me to be holy. | am flawed, but through Christ | am made new! The
world around me is dark, but You bring light. | will hold to this truth and not allow the world to
lead me astray.

Amen.

Scripture.
1 John 2:12-27

Engage.

Verses 12-14: John addresses "fathers", "young men", and "children". What distinct reason
does he give for writing to each group? What might these different classifications tell us
about spiritual maturity and the shared foundations of forgiveness and knowing God?

Verse 15: John gives the command, "Do not love the world or anything in the world". How
does this command create a conflict or tension for believers who are called to live in the
world and love the people of the world (as in John 3:16)?

Verse 16: John defines "everything in the world" as "the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the pride of life". What are some practical, modern-day examples of each of these three
categories?

Verse 17: The passage contrasts "the world and its desires" which "pass away" with
"whoever does the will of God" who "lives forever". How might this perspective on eternity
practically change a person's daily priorities and decisions?

Verses 18-19: John says, "many antichrists have come" and that "they went out from us, but
they did not really belong to us". What does this passage suggest about where false
teaching often originates and how we can identify it?

Verses 20-21, 27: What is this "anointing" and how does it serve as a practical defense
against the "antichrists", "lies", and “deceivers” that he is warning them about?

Verses 22-23: How does John define the "liar" and "the antichrist" in this passage? Based
on his definition, what is the most central and non-negotiable truth of the Christian faith?

Verses 24-26: John urges them to ensure the message they "heard from the beginning"
remains in them. Based on the surrounding text, what is this "original message" he's
referring to? Why is it so dangerous to become complacent or feel "we already know this",
especially when there are people actively trying to "lead you astray" from that specific truth?

For these cities. For all people.



