LOVE GOD, LOVE PEOPLE

CALLED

STUDY GUIDE

Love Your Neighbor. 1.18.26

Message.

Familiarity with the command to "love your neighbor" often breeds a dangerous intellectual
apathy, yet this instruction remains the ultimate foundation upon which all of faith depends.
True spiritual maturity is not found in seeking "deeper" or more complex information, but in
the active transformation of the heart—shifting from being merely "fed" to being "formed" by
the Gospel. Unlike religious posturing, which uses knowledge to justify distance and protect
comfort, genuine love is evidenced by movement, proximity, and sacrifice. Because God did
not love from a distance but entered into human messiness, followers are called to move
past polite tolerance and instead embrace a life where depth is measured by becoming
more loving rather than simply knowing more.

Prayer.

Lord,

You have placed me in my neighborhood for a reason. You put people in my circle of
influence for a reason. Direct my path and | will follow. May | be humble enough to take Your
direction to love others and bold enough to obey.

Amen.

Engage.

Foundational Priority
o Matthew 22:34-40 states that all Scripture "hangs" on loving God and neighbor. If
your life is ordered by these two commands, what daily priorities would have to
change?
« Why is it often easier to study complex theology than to obey the simple command to
love a difficult person?

Formation Over Information
o If the goal of the Gospel is to be "formed" (Romans 8:29) rather than just "fed," what
is one specific character trait God is currently reshaping in you?
« "Depth is becoming more loving, not just knowing more." How has your behavior
toward others changed in the last six months?

Proximity vs. Distance
« Jesus "entered our mess" rather than loving from a distance. Where are you currently
using "politeness" to keep a safe distance from someone else’s needs?
« Who is a neighbor you have "justified" not moving toward? What is one way to move
closer to them this week?

The Cost of Movement
« Love is proven by movement, not just intention. What specific "move" of obedience—
regarding a coworker, friend, or family member—have you been delaying?
« If love requires sacrificing comfort or reputation, what is the specific "cost" holding
you back from being more present with others?

For these cities. For all people.



LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE

CALLED

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL

Day 1: The Greatest Foundation

Scripture: Matthew 22:34—-40
The Big Idea: Loving God and others is the "hook" that holds everything else up.
Discussion: Show your kids a favorite recipe (like cookies, pizza, or a cake) or even a simple box of
mac and cheese. Point out that while there are many instructions—set the oven, boil the water, add
the toppings—there is usually one or two "main" ingredients. If you have the oven at the right
temperature but forget the flour or the noodles, you don't have a meal; you just have a hot kitchen.
Jesus is saying that Love is the "main ingredient" of our whole lives. You can follow every other rule
perfectly—you can be smart, talented, and never get in trouble—but if you don't have love for God
and your neighbor, your "recipe" is missing the one thing that makes it work. Everything else in the
Bible is just an instruction on how to use that main ingredient.
Question: If you did everything "right" today (cleaned your room, did your homework, were quiet) but
you were grumpy and selfish toward your family, what "ingredient" was missing? How does having a
heart full of love change the way we follow the other rules?
Activity: The "Master Ingredient" Label
e Grab a "base" ingredient from your pantry (like flour, rice, or even a gallon of milk).
e Have the kids create a large label that says "LOVE: The Main Ingredient" and tape it to the
jar.
e Every time you use that ingredient for a meal this week, remind them: "Just like we can't
make this meal without this, we can't live a life that pleases God without love."

Day 2: Movement, Not Just "Nice"

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 3:18

The Big Idea: Love isn't just a feeling; it's making a move toward someone.

Discussion: It is easy to be "nice" from a distance. You can be "nice" to a kid at school by just not
saying anything mean to them. But Jesus didn't just stay in heaven and feel "nice" toward us. He
came down, walked in our mess, and helped us. True love moves toward people. It asks, "How can |
help?" instead of just staying far away where it's safe and comfortable.

Question: Is there someone at school, in the neighborhood, or on your team who seems lonely or
"messy" or maybe difficult to love? What is one way we can move closer to them this week instead of
just staying "polite" but distant?

Activity: Play a game of "Step Toward." Call out different scenarios (i.e. — "Someone drops their
books," "A sibling is crying", “A teammate messes up”, etc.). Have the kids take a physical step
forward every time they describe an action that moves toward the person to help.

Day 3: Being "Formed" to Love

Scripture: Romans 8:29

The Big Idea: The more we follow Jesus, the more we change to look like Him.

Discussion: When you eat food, your body uses it to grow your muscles and bones. That is being
fed. But being formed is different—it’s like a piece of clay being shaped into a bowl. The Gospel
doesn't just give us information to put in our brains; it reshapes our hearts so we actually want to
sacrifice our own comfort for someone else. We shouldn't stay the same; we should be growing more
loving every single day.

Question: Think about yourself a year ago. Are you more patient now? Are you better at sharing?
How has God been "reshaping" you to look more like Jesus lately?

Activity: Give each child a piece of playdough or clay. As you talk, have them mold it into a heart.
Discuss how God "presses" on our hearts to move us away from being selfish and toward being
loving.



