LOVE GOD, LOVE PEOPLE

CALLED

STUDY GUIDE

The Whole Law in One Word. 1.25.26

Message.

Humanity lives in a state of chaos because of sin, which distorts behavior and drives people
to seek order apart from God. This rebellion leads to further confusion rather than clarity.
Scripture serves as the primary formation for the believer, anchoring the heart in God’s
character and holiness rather than in reactive opinions or social systems. The Great
Commandment—Iloving God and loving others—is the central pillar upon which all other
biblical teachings depend. Love is the intentional aim of God’s Law, displaying the heart of
holiness through action rather than merely following rules. Because Jesus perfectly fulfilled
the Law through His life and sacrifice, obedience is no longer a performance to earn favor
but a response to the transformation He provides. True discernment requires allowing God’s
Word to shape instincts and reactions more deeply than personal opinions or tribal
agreements.

Prayer.

Heavenly Father,

You alone are Holy, but You make unholy things holy again through Your Son Jesus Christ. |
commit my life to You out of thankfulness. | will love those around me because You first
loved me.

Amen.

Engage.

In a chaotic world, we often rebel by trying to "bring order apart from God," which only
creates more chaos. Looking at Matthew 22:37-40, how does anchoring ourselves in the
Great Commandment change our goal from "fixing the chaos" to "living faithfully within it"?

Jesus mentions that all the Law and Prophets depend on love, and Paul notes that spiritual
gifts without love are empty (1 Corinthians 13:1-3). Why is it possible to be biblically
knowledgeable or "right" in our opinions while still "missing it" entirely?

Romans 13:8-10. Love is not the alternative to God’s Law; it is the aim of it. How does this
perspective prevent us from using "love" as an excuse to ignore God's standards of
holiness?

If the Law exposes what the heart is not inclined toward, what does your reaction to difficult
people or stressful social news reveal about where your heart still needs transformation?

Since Jesus fulfilled the Law, our obedience is now a response rather than a performance.
How does that shift in motivation—from "earning" to "responding"—change how you handle
your failures or "messy" days?

Evaluate the "voices" shaping you: If your reactions were recorded for a week, would they
suggest you are being formed more by the Gospel or by the "agreement" of your social
circles and favorite news sources?

Love has "shape, direction, and design" rooted in God’s nature, not our feelings. In Matthew
22:39, how does "loving your neighbor as yourself" require a disciplined choice of the will
rather than a spontaneous emotional feeling?

What would it look like this week to allow God’s Word to "pace" your reactions? Is there a
specific situation where you need to hit "pause" on an opinion or a reaction to ask, "Is this
response anchored in love for God and neighbor?"

For these cities. For all people.



LOVE GOD. LOVE PEOPLE

CALLED

FAMILY DEVOTIONAL

Day 1: The Shape of Love

Scripture: Romans 13:8-10
The Big Idea: Love is the map that shows how to follow God's rules.

The Object Lesson: Use a cookie cutter and a lump of dough. The dough represents
actions, while the cookie cutter represents God’s Law. Without the cutter, the dough is a
formless blob. The Law gives "shape" and direction to love so it is rooted in God’s nature
rather than changing feelings.
Discussion:
o God's rules, like "do not steal", show what love looks like in action. How does a
rule actually help us be more loving?
o Love does no harm to a neighbor. If someone says "l love you" but acts unkindly,
what part of God's "shape" for love are they missing?
Activity: Trace a hand on a piece of paper. Inside the hand, write a specific
commandment, such as "Tell the Truth". Discuss how that rule is a practical way for a
hand to display the heart of holiness this week.

Day 2: The Compass in the Chaos

Scripture: Matthew 22:37-40
The Big Idea: The Great Commandment is the anchor that points the right way when the world
feels confusing.

The Object Lesson: Play loud music or have everyone talk at once to create "noise".
Ring a single bell to cut through the sound. The world is full of chaotic opinions and
rebellion, but Jesus’ command to love God and people is the anchor that provides clarity.
Discussion:
o Sin creates chaos, and people often try to solve it without God. How does focusing
on loving God first help us avoid being shaped by the chaos around us?
o Scripture forms how a person thinks rather than just telling them what to think.
What is currently shaping your instincts at school or with friends?
Activity: Create a "Compass Walk". Blindfold one person and have another guide them
using only the phrases "Love God" (for one direction) and "Love People" (for another).
This demonstrates how these two commands guide every other move in life.

Day 3: A Heart Like Jesus

Scripture: Matthew 5:17 & 2 Corinthians 5:21
The Big Idea: Obedience is a response to Jesus changing the heart, not a performance to earn
a reward.

The Object Lesson: Show a battery-powered toy. Without the batteries, the toy cannot
move. Jesus is the power inside a believer. He fulfilled the Law perfectly and now forms
that same love in His followers by His Spirit.
Discussion:
o Jesus did not come to destroy the Law but to fulfill it correctly. How does it feel to
know He already did the work for us?
o Obedience is a response to the fact that love reached us first. Does this make
following God's Word feel like a "have to" or a "want to"?
Activity: Use an eraser to rub out words like "Selfishness" or "Rebellion" written in pencil.
Write "Jesus' Love" in their place. This illustrates that Christ offers real transformation and
a new heart rather than just more effort.



