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ESCOME PARTNERSHIP NOTE

Chais is not unlike many people we know. IF he gets a new gadget or piece of kit he'll instinctively try
to make it wark and if ke can't, he'll turn with some reluctance to the instructions. On top of that, he
believers he's no good with technalogy and is fearful abaut getting involeed. 5o be gets others to
irstall thangs, leaving hirm free to get the benefits without his having valuable backgreund insight.

He's nat alone.

When Chris sits down ta listen, he knows deep down that be can pick up lots that can nterest and
eacite him. He's capable of kearming new stuff if ba'l give the ime to the individuals who can teach
hami to make his own what's there and availlable to access. Maving the cormersation is the gateway to

e understanding. It can be a real breakthraugh.

Conversations have power and potential, even in mnlikely settings.  Many significant relationships

have come cut of unexpected mestings and the talking that led to further contact and dscoeery.

Today's brilliant Gosped story & abowt a conwersation. There’s already a discussion going on betwesn
the two disciples on the seven mile hike to Emmaus - and then the unrecognized risen lesus joins
them and wants to be included. How often have we been dow o let people in on our grumbles and
personal canversatians? And yet they may helpus to see things differenthy. This “stranger’, ironscally
described a3 not knowing what'™s been happening when it's all besn hagpening to ham, is abaut to
interpret their news for thern - and tell them the clues hawve been there all along.

Jesus calls them foolish. Remember that, They become intrigued and fascinated as he discloses the
telltale messages they'd Failed to understand. Basically we need the Losd to teach us how to read.
Like ry friend Chris wha doson’t loak at the nstructions and cheoses igrorance wnnecessarily, we
Fail to resd the Soriptures well. Bamember we too can be foolish, We can ask Jesus if he'll resd the
Scriptures to us, open aur ears and rmands to see what's really there, What more does the Lard hawve

toda for us to make this story @ng withinus? What maore have we ta do?

There's work to be done. The two disciples walked fourtesn miles that day, bursting to share their
experencs with their mates, When they teak the trouble to da that, they found their rmates had a
stary to share tao. MNeeding and wanting to know more leaves us maybe asking where we ga fram
hare. And the Goapel talls us. We'll recognize him in the breaking of bread - the Mass, the Eucharist,
cur Commanion that wraps uws in Jesus” presence, 50 don't bombard him with prayers. Enjoy his
company. Don't be foolish. Embrace the story like you se never known it before. The risen Lord is

alive in you. Amazing things happen from conversations,
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Pope Leo on the poverty of Jesus

The Od Testament history of God’s preferential love for the poor and his readiness to
hear their cry = to which | have briefly alluded = comes to fulfilment in lesus of
MWazareth. By his Incarnation, he “emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being
borm in human likeness” (Philippians 2:7), and in that form he brought us salvation. His
was a radical poverty, grounded in his miszion to reveal fully God's lowve for us (cf lohn
1:18 and ! John 4:9). As 5t Pauwl puts it in his customarily brief but striking manner;
“You know well the grace of cur Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your
szakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich” {2 Corinthians
£:9).

The Gospel shows us that poverty marked every aspect of lesus’ life. From the moment
he entered the world, lesus knew the bitter experience of rejection. The Evangelist
Luke tells how loseph and Mary, who was about to give birth, arrived in Bethlehem,
and then adds, poignantly, that “there was no place for then in the inn" [Luke 2:7].
Jesus was born in humble surroundings and lzid in 2 manger, then, to save him from
being killed, they fled to Egypt (cf Matthew 2:13-15). At the dawn of his public ministry,
after announcing in the symagogue at Nazareth that the year of grace which would bring
joy to the poor was fulfilled in him, he was driven out of town [cf Luke 4: 14-30). He
died as an outcast, led out of lerusalem to be crucified [cf Mark 15: 22). Indeed, that is
how lesus’ poverty iz best described; he experienced the same exclusion that is the lot
of the poor.. the outcast of society. He presented himself to the world not only as a
poor Messiah, but alzo as the Messiah of and for the poor.

Dilexi Te paras 18 and 19



