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ESCOMB PARTNERSHIP NOTE

17" Sunday of the year {4)- Matihew 13: 44-52

Do wou want to get rich? the article said. Then the first thing to do is to clear out all your drawers and
cupboards at home. Sounds stranee? The messZ=e =ges on to indicate that our minds are our lives amee
cluttered up and the passion that is needed to eenerde the graft that will produce riches comes from
undistracted imtentions, clear focus and wholehearted application in the pursuit of your god. It's not easy.

I'm not rich.

This is the third Sunday we'we been listening to Gospel passages about the parables ofthe kingdom - some
of lesus’ fawourite stories. He throws out a number of pictures to us - asower, amustard seed, wheat and
wieads, yeast, treasure, pears, a fishing net, and there pmbably were others not recorded.  Matthews
eathers this bunch together and piles them one ontop of the otherforus. One story wom't do. Stadkthem
up in the hope that multiple ima=es misht ==t through to us and we et the message - we're meant to
deselopspiritually. But it takes thousht, effort, dzliberate choices and action. We don't be@mme kingdom-
living disciples by freewheeling, daydreaminge or ssuming we're OF really without doing anythine more
definite.

Greder understanding of lesus’ teaching, time eiwen to becoming more familiar with God's word in the
Scriptures and some inspiring reading or conversations have been standard paths to imegratng the Lord's
teaching into our busy lives. It helps to add mmpanionshipto keep upthe pace. Anyinitial ersp of our
personal spiritud journey means we're on the mad to maturing in an extraordinary adwenture thoush it
doesn’t feel like it. t's @ process, requires fime and some regulanty. We gwe notional &sent to a lot of
things we read and we hea in church. The actiwe follow throush with amy consistency can often be the
problem. Frogress is not smooth and we live with aleyvel of discouragement when failures and distradions

legwe gaps in our efforts and aloss of momentum.

The parables want to keap us ontrack. Seanngthetreasure inthe field orthe peard of great value requine
selling ewenything else. What hawe we done that is comparable - giving up so0 mudh to gain something we
hold dear? In dewoting more time and thought to kingdom pursuits, decisions ae nesded about what we
surrenderinthe process. Is it T, sodal media, the phone, YouTube? Is it the mmpany we keep, the work
or personal vwalues tha may nead to be questioned? Mew companions, even unedpeded ones may arise in

reinJentine ourse lwes through a kinedom outlook of Iowe, justice and honesty.

Chpices dom't come ey when we'we already stripped things back just to survive. But be at home with our
own contradictions. Life is not awellrounded symphony that dways makes s2nse. Solomon sked for
wisdom. We might well do the same.
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It isindividuals that matter, each and every person, together with their families. Social
moverments, communal ideologies and grand political proclamations in favour of a
population are worthless unless they lead to a flourishing of persons - men and
wearmen - with theirinalienable Aghts. Similady, itis not enough to extol individual
freedam or private enterprise if we then allow a multitude of people to continue living

without decent waork, protections or access to basic necessities,

Recognising that every man and wioman possesses an inalienable dighity, togetherwith
rights that no hurman power can betray or nullify, requires us to shape the way we live
together, including our economic and political choices, and the makeup of our cities.
From this arises the first major principle of Social Doctrine that [ wish to highlight: the
common good. We can describe it as the social expression of the dignity recognised in
every person. When Benedict 23| referred to the non-negotiable walues that the
Church must always defend, he included among them “the promotion of the common
good.” For a Christian, going beyvand the narrow confines of one’s own interests and
committing oneself, within the limits of one's ability, to the common good is a nore

negotiable value, asis the promotion of life.

Magnitica Humanitas paras 58 and 59



