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Nino Bibbia

St Moritz greengrocer revered among Alpine sportsmen for his skill and danng on the tc'rrlf}*mg Cresta Run
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February, 1948: Nino Bibbia adjusts his helmat and, right, hunr-ai down the Cresta Run in a gold mﬁ;hr-wlmlng p-erfarnun-:-e at the 'Hl"lnll:r Qlympics in 5: Moritz

The most accomplished of all riders on
the daunting Cresta Run in 5t Moritz,
Mind Bibhia won more than 180 races
thene, including all the major titles, in a
compelitive career that spanned five
decades. He took the gold medal in the
individual skeleton on the Cresta at the
Winter Olympics in St Moritz in 1948,

As well as tobopeaning, he was a
musher of all the alpine disciplines at
which he tried his hand, excelling in
the twio and four man bob, a5 well as at
16 hockey and ski jumping. Bug it is for
hiz tnumphs on the Cresta Run that he
will b remembiered.

reengrocer From St Moritz, and a
I'H:l[.l Iy shy man, he stood out from his
fellow competitors in a sport associated
in the popular mind with English aristo-
crats, international playboys and dare-
devil military men. He stood out, too,
for his performances. He rode this
most challenging of runs more than
3000 times, vet suffered no maore than
A dowzen falls.

The Cresta Bun has been built from
scratch, with smow packed into dia-
mond-hard ice, every winter (exoept
the war years) since the late 19th
century. when 5t Moritz was a favour-
ite resort of Victorian gentlemnen.

Administered by the 5t Moritz
Tobogganing Club, the run has been
ricdden by an ilhstcous list of names
since then. It drops 514 feet over three
quarters of a mile from just above the
Kulrm Hotel, through the Cresta valley
to the litthe village of Celerina.

Riders emenge from the warmth of
the Victorian Top Hut to hor them-
selves into the run, down the vertigi-
nows Church Leap and into the Famouas

ten banked cormers. Protected only by
pads on their hands, clbows and knees,
amd wearnmg raked boots, they ride
head-first (a pasition adopted in the
[B90s) on single-man “skeletons”. The
rider's mose is just inches from the ice; it
1% Nl Known bow many times Bibbia
wias the recipient of a “Cresta kiss®,
when face connects with ice at speed.
The most infamous of the comers is
Shuttlecock, a long, low bank, about
halfway down, that acts as a safety
valve at which point numerous riders
fly out into a bed of straw and snow,
Onee safely round that, the expert
rider would be heading down into the
lower banks and crossing the finish at
same B0 to 90 mph — these were, in
th* early days of the run and indesd in

His blue Fiat delivery
van was a familiar sight
around St Moritz

carly days of aviation, the fastest men
on Earth.

When 5t Moritz held the Winter
Cilympics for a second fime in 1948, the
Cresta Runm was incorporated as an
event. Bibbia, a champion fce-hockey
player and skier a5 a schoolboy, as well
asan excelbent cvelist, qualified tocom-
pete in four Olympic disciplines but the
timetable allowed him to enter only
two, He competed for [aly in the two
and four man bob and, although he had
only started riding the Cresta a year
earlier, he also entered the individual
skeletonn event. Thie mvalved three
rides from Junction, a lower starting

point, and three from Top, over two
days,

Shuttlecock was especially low that
vear and there had been a number of
falls. Expert prewar riders such as the
American Jack Heaton and John Cram-
mond of Great Britain were the favour-
ites, but on the second moming Bibbia
took the lead with the fastest run on
the first course of the day and with the
final two courses swept to victory, Over-
come with emotion at winning Italy's
first gold medal in 2 Winter Olymipics,
I wept,

Mino Bibbia was borm in 1922 in Bian-
zone in [taly near the Swiss border, His
grandfather rented a fruit shop and as a
boy Bibbia would ride with him and his
father on their horse and cart to sell
fruit and vegetables on the Via Maistra
m 5t Monte He later moved to the
town and beok on the rumning of his
gramdfathers shop.

While delivering a box of groceres
ot day. he was offered a tobopoan in
exchange for a case of Chianti. His long
association with the Cresta was born,
Hiz success in 1948 was the beginning
of 50 seasons of ridinmg during which he
won all the major races: the Heaton
il Cup 14 times, the Grand Mational
and Curron eight times each, the
Morgan Cup and Brabazon Trophy
four times each.

His many records included fastest
time of the season from ']'up % bimes
between 1948 and 1968, and e was the
record holder from Top from 1965 to
1971 Healso held the recond from Junc-
tiga froen 1958 to 1971, It was briefly bro-
ken by another rider in January 1965
bt Bibbia, whose uncle Lorenzo was in

cha rRe I'Ir-1|'ll?'|:|fl"w'1htl'l::: Foodm and would
telephone him when one of his records
was broken, soon re-established a new
fastest time

I thve 19505 at the height of his sport -
ing reign his winter woeckends were
busy, typically incormparating six cours-
e of a Cresta race such as the Swiss
Championship, spread over the two
days and interspersed with a couple of
games of ice hockey and a run in the
four-man hahb,

His hlue Fiat delivery van — bought
at favourable rates through his Cresta
friend Giowanni Agnelli — was a regu-
lar sight around the roads of 5t Moritz
and carried not just fruit and vepeta-
Bles but injured niders too, On one occ
ashon a rider fell in the lower hanks of
the course, finishing unconscious and
bleeding heavily. Bibbia transported
him to hospital, his hand on the hom
for the duration of the drive before
carrying him into the clinic.

Babbia spoke little English (the St Mo-
ritz Tobogmaning Club is run in Eng-
lish) and while he was revered by fiellow
riders e remained somewhat of an
engma to them. On receiving a trophy
(a regular ooourrence) he wiould simply
b and depart soon after.

Although extremely competitive asa
voung man, he was full of encournge
mient and advice to voung ridess. His
son Gianni won the Brabaron trophy
in 1975,

Nino Bibhia is survived
Riisli, his son and three dau

¢ his wifie,
Thers,

Mino Bibbia, grocer and Alpine
sportsman, was borm on March 15, 1922,
Hie died on May 28, 2003, aged 9
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Lives remembered

Lothar Schmid

Siman Whald wriles: Among Lothar
Schmid's (obituary, May 22 vast
collection of books was what | believe
o have been the larpest chiess book
ever produced. As an  1l-vear-old
schoplboy in 1962 | had the pleasure of
delivering this book, unaccompanied,
from Nottingham to his home in Bam-
berg, The details of this book are vague
but I believe it to have been a scrap-
book style collection of newspaper arti-
cles, Tﬁ‘t book itself was both larger
and heavier than the suitease that | had
fior the two to three weeks that | was to
gpend with Lothar, his wife Ingrid and
ther sons Walfgang and Bernhart. A
rejular visitor was the under-21 world
champion Helmut Plleger who gener-
ously affered me a draw in one game
While there, Lothar took me on whal
seemed to be most nights of the week
o the Bamberg Chess Club which was
home o some of the strongest players

[ in Germany. | have fond memories of
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the warmth and affection shown by
Lathar and Ingrid, and the atmosphere
of the chess club has lingered since,

'he Rev lan Weathrall
Edward Towne writes | was forfunate
o spend several days as a goest of the
Delhi Brotherhood, at the suggestion
of a colleamue at King's School, Roches-
ter. lan Weathrall {obituary, May 28)
and his colleagues wene unfailingly wel-
coming and hospitable, and would only
accept donations by way of payment [if
| remernber, there was a crack in one of
the intermal walle where | stoffed 2
burndle of notes). lan showed me round
Dredhi, imparting much useful advice,
hut his sefene manner briefly dis-
appeared only onoe, when [ was caught
having both the meat and vegetable
cuirres ab lunch. He arranged for me to
see the exoellent work performed by
the Brotherhood in the community, as
oiithned in yoar fine ohituary
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sir George Quigley

Lord Lexden writes: [t was only in the
second halfl of his career that George
Chuigley (obituary, May 30) became
“convinced that Morthern Ireland's
dependence on public expenditure was
not sustainahle” As a senbor cvil
servan! inthe 1970s he was well-known
for “his carcfully nurtured and semin-
ally Keynesian judgments”, as his col-
league Mawrice Hayes delicately put it
in his memoirs, They informed the
afficial report on “economic and social
strateoy” which he published at the re-
quest of the Labour govemment in Sep-
tember 1976, 1t called for a substantial
increasein public spending, large subsi-
-:Iin:ﬂ:_l:n- reduce energy prices and gener-
os incentives to attract invwand mvest-
ment, Even Labour ministers distanced
themselvies from the Cuigley Report,
describing it a5 “a valuable basis for
The then Conservative
Shadow MNorthem [reland Secrefary,
Airey Neave, repudiated it in speeches
which Thelped to draft. 1t was never im-
plemented Cuigley remained emthusi-
astic about spending public funds, back-
ing the notorous Delorean car plant
on which the taxpayer lost £77 million

I wou would like bo add a personal vices
of recollection toa published obituary,
ol can Semd vour contribution by post ko
Timees Qbituaries, 3 Thomas More Souare,
Lonsdon E98 ATT, of by @-imail
to tribubesdthetimes.oo.uk



