n EKSTRA

Accounting Solutions

How to Manage Receipts and Financial Admin
Effectively

Managing receipts and financial administration might not be the most glamorous part
of running a business, but it's one of the most crucial. Proper management helps
avoid cash flow issues, ensures tax compliance, and keeps you prepared for the
year end. In this article, we’ll explore practical ways to organise receipts and
streamline financial admin tasks, making these processes less of a chore and more
of a habit.

Best Practices for Organising Receipts/paperwork

Digital vs. Physical Receipts

In today’s digital world, there’s a clear trend toward managing receipts electronically.
Digital receipts are easier to store, search, and retrieve. However, if you still prefer to
handle paper receipts, make sure you have a dedicated system. For instance, you
could use a traditional A4 file with labelled sections for each month or category of
expenses.

Categorisation

Proper categorisation can save you time and headaches. For example, group
receipts by expense type (e.g., office supplies, travel, meals) or by project if you're
working on multiple jobs at once. When tax season arrives, you'll be grateful that
everything is already sorted.

Regularly attention

Set aside time each week or month to review and organise your receipts. This habit
will prevent small tasks from snowballing into overwhelming piles of paperwork. Plus,
you’ll be able to catch any discrepancies or missing receipts before they become an
issue.

Utilising Technology for Receipt Management

Receipt Scanning Apps

If you're not using a receipt scanning app yet, now is the time to start. Document
application systems such Hubdoc or Dext allow you use an app on your phone to
snap a photo of a receipt and store it digitally. These types of apps will even
categorise the receipt and sync it with your accounting software, making the entire
process seamless. This is a game changer for a lot of business owners particularly
those who job requires them to be on the move a lot.



Cloud Storage Solutions

Storing your receipts in a cloud-based system, such as Google Drive or Dropbox,
ensures that they are safe, accessible, and easy to share with your accountant. No
more hunting through stacks of paper or worrying about lost receipts! Since the data
is all held in the cloud you avoid the risk of losing records as a result of a computer
crash.

They also offer additional features such as the ability to tag receipts, search for
receipts by date, name or amounts.

Integrating with Accounting Software

Many accounting platforms, like QuickBooks and Xero, offer receipt management
features. By linking your receipt scanning app to your accounting software, you can
automate the recording process, reducing the need for any manual data entry and
the risk of errors. This integration ensures that every expense is accurately captured
and categorised in real-time.

Tips for Managing Financial Admin Tasks

Automating Routine Tasks

Routine financial tasks can eat up a lot of your time. Automate what you can—such
as invoice generation, bill payments, and payroll—using tools like Hubdoc and Xero.
Automation not only saves time but also reduces the chance of human error.

Setting Up a Financial Calendar

Create a financial calendar that includes key dates such as tax deadlines, payroll
schedules, and vendor payment due dates. You can use digital calendar tools, like
Google Calendar, to set reminders and ensure that nothing falls through the cracks.

Delegation and Outsourcing

Sometimes, the best way to manage financial admin is to delegate. If your team has
the capacity, assign specific tasks to team members. Alternatively, consider
outsourcing tasks like bookkeeping to a professional. This frees up your time to
focus on growing your business.

Staying Compliant with Financial Regulations

Understanding Tax Requirements

Different types of receipts need to be kept for different lengths of time. For example,
HMRC requires businesses to keep tax-related documents for at least six years.
Ensure you understand these requirements so that you're not caught off guard
should HMRC come knocking.

Yearend Preparation
Maintaining organised records will mean you will be your accountants best
client/friend. Keep a clear trail of all transactions and receipts, and regularly back up



digital files. This preparation makes company year end and tax year much more
straightforward for all concerned.

Conclusion: The Long-term Benefits of Effective Management

By implementing these tips, you'll find that managing receipts and financial admin
becomes less of a hassle and more of a streamlined process. The time and stress
you save can be redirected toward growing your business and improving your
bottom line. Remember, the key is consistency—small, regular actions lead to big
results over time.

If you're ready to take control of your financial admin but need some guidance, we’re
here to help! Contact us today for a free consultation, and let’s discuss how we can
tailor these strategies to fit your specific needs.



