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THE MAIN THEME

Life is filled with battles, but God never wastes our struggles. Through every trial, disappointment, and
hardship, He forms us into people of perseverance, generosity, purpose, and unity. Instead of
allowing the brokenness of the world to defeat us, Jesus offers a living hope that transforms the way
we endure suffering, care for others, and live together as His Church. True victory is not found in
avoiding the fight but in allowing God to forge our faith through it. Living hope enables us to
persevere, refocus our priorities, spread hope to others, and pursue the unity Christ prayed for.

VERSE OF THE WEEK

James 1:12

"Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him."

WHAT NOT TO MISS

1. Living Hope Refuses to Quit

Hope in Christ gives believers the strength to persevere through trials. While the world often leads to
discouragement and defeat, Jesus offers a living hope that enables us to endure with confidence and

Joy.
2. Living Hope Reframes Our Priorities

When our hope is rooted in Christ, our focus shifts from temporary wants to eternal needs. God
faithfully provides what we truly need as we trust Him daily.

3. Living Hope Spreads to Others

Hope is contagious. As believers experience God's faithfulness, they naturally become encouragers
who point others toward Christ. Our lives become testimonies of God's grace in the middle of difficult
circumstances.



4. Unity Is God's Design for His Church

God has uniquely gifted every believer to contribute to the Body of Christ. Unity doesn't eliminate our
differences—it brings them together for God's glory and His mission.

5. Unity Requires Intentional Effort

Unity is maintained through humility, love, patience, and mutual dependence. Every believer has a
role in building up the Church and preserving the bond of peace.

6. Unity Leads to Victory

The miracle God desires is not merely individual success but a united Church that reflects Christ to
the world. When believers find, forge, and fight for unity, God's purposes are displayed through His
people.

7. Our Battles Become Opportunities for God's Glory

God uses every hardship to shape our character, deepen our faith, and prepare us for His eternal
purposes. Every trial is an invitation to trust Him more completely.

LIFE APPLICATION

Ask yourself this week:
Am | allowing my current struggles to strengthen my faith or weaken it?

Where is God inviting you to choose hope instead of defeat? Is He calling you to trust His provision,
encourage someone who is struggling, or pursue unity in a relationship or within the Church? Living
hope changes not only how we survive difficult seasons but how we help others experience Christ
through them.

DAILY DEVOTIONAL

MONDAY — Choose Living Hope

Read: James 1:2—-12

Reflect: Trials are not meaningless. God uses every difficulty to develop perseverance and mature
our faith.

Pray: "Lord, help me trust that You are working even in the hardest seasons of my life."



TUESDAY — Trust God's Provision

Read: Philippians 4:10-20

Reflect: God's provision goes beyond finances. He faithfully supplies everything we need according
to His riches in Christ.

Pray: "Father, teach me to trust Your provision instead of worrying about tomorrow."

WEDNESDAY — Use Your Gifts

Read: Romans 12:3-8
Reflect: Every believer has been uniquely gifted to strengthen the Body of Christ.

Pray: "Show me how | can use my gifts to encourage and serve others this week."

THURSDAY — Fight for Unity

Read: Ephesians 4:1—6

Reflect: Unity requires humility, patience, forgiveness, and love. Every believer contributes to the
health of Christ's Church.

Pray: "Jesus, help me become a peacemaker who strengthens unity wherever | go."”

FRIDAY — Endure with Confidence

Read: 1 Peter 1:3-9

Reflect: Our hope is alive because Jesus is alive. No trial can overcome the hope found in His
resurrection.

Pray: "Thank You for the living hope that gives me strength to endure every challenge.”



FACILITATOR TIPS

Ask: "Where have you experienced God's faithfulness during a difficult season?"
Encourage participants to distinguish between temporary happiness and lasting biblical hope.
Discuss why unity requires intentional sacrifice and humility.

Help the group identify practical ways they can strengthen the Body of Christ this week.
Emphasize that hope is not based on circumstances but on the resurrected Christ.

THIS WEEK'S CHALLENGE

Choose one intentional way to live out Living Hope this week:

Encourage someone who is going through a difficult season.

Meet a practical need for someone without expecting anything in return.
Pray daily for greater unity within your family, Life Group, or church.
Use one of your spiritual gifts to serve someone this week.

Replace worry with prayer every time anxiety begins to rise.

Then follow through.

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Which point from this weekend's message challenged you the most? Why?

What does "living hope" look like in everyday life?

How have you experienced God using a difficult season to strengthen your faith?
According to Philippians 4:19, what does trusting God's provision practically look like?
Why is unity essential for the Church's witness to the world?

What gifts has God given you to strengthen the Body of Christ?

Is there an area where God is asking you to choose hope instead of discouragement?
What step can you take this week to build unity and encourage someone else?
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PRAYER POINTS

CONNECT

Thank God for giving us a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

CARE

Pray for those walking through trials, grief, discouragement, or uncertainty.

CULTIVATE

Ask God to deepen your perseverance, strengthen your faith, and help you trust His provision.

COMMISSION

Pray for opportunities to spread hope, strengthen unity, and reflect Christ's love wherever you go.

CLOSING PRAYER

Heavenly Father, thank You for giving us a living hope that cannot be shaken by the struggles of this
world. Help us persevere through every trial, trusting that You are using each challenge to shape us
into the likeness of Christ. Teach us to focus on what truly matters, generously care for others,
faithfully use the gifts You've given us, and pursue unity within Your Church. May our lives become a
testimony of Your grace, encouraging others to place their hope in You. Strengthen us to stand firm,
fight faithfully, and glorify You in every season. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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