
WVP Resource Guide: Building a Foundation 
for Your Small Business or Startup
This resource guide is packed with alternative funding options, local and national resources, and practical advice 
to help you establish a solid foundation for your business.

Section 1: Alternative Funding Options
Grants and Competitions
� Consider non-dilutive funding through local and national grants, business plan competitions, and innovation 

challenges. Websites like , , and  list grant opportunities, including those 
specifically for women-owned, minority-owned, and veteran-owned businesses.

Grants.gov SCORE Hello Alice

Small Business Loans
� Reach out to community banks or credit unions, which often provide personalized lending options for 

new businesses. They may offer microloans or small business loans with more flexible terms�

� Explore the loan programs, such as the SBA Microloan Program or 
Community Advantage Loans, designed for startups and small businesses that need early funding.

Small Business Administration (SBA) 

Crowdfunding
� Leverage crowdfunding platforms like  and  to raise funds directly from your 

customer base. These platforms allow you to pre-sell products or offer rewards in exchange for early-
stage support�

� For women-led businesses, consider platforms like , which provides coaching, networking, 
and crowdfunding opportunities tailored to female entrepreneurs.

Kickstarter Indiegogo

iFundWomen

Section 2: Building a Strong Business Foundation
Business Planning Essentials

� Developing a robust business plan is crucial. Use tools like the  to create 
a comprehensive plan that includes market analysis, financial projections, and strategic goals.

SCORE Business Plan Template

Legal Structure and Compliance
� Determine the appropriate legal structure (e.g., LLC, S-Corp) for your business. Resources like  offer 

easy-to-understand legal guides and templates to help you navigate this process.
Nolo

Market Research and Validation
� Conduct market research to validate your product or service idea. The  

provides valuable data for understanding your target market and competition.
U.S. Census Business Builder

https://www.grants.gov
https://www.score.org
https://helloalice.com
https://www.sba.gov
https://www.kickstarter.com
https://www.indiegogo.com
https://ifundwomen.com
https://www.score.org/asheville/resource/template/score-business-plan-template?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwr9m3BhDHARIsANut04bHH--vkxQazm45jEuj36yxRqN9Nwf7DL_vOa627m2Uk5ohnFaM2Z8aApoMEALw_wcB
https://www.nolo.com
https://www.census.gov/data/data-tools/cbb.html


Section 3: Leveraging Local Resources and Networks
Chambers of Commerce and Local Business Support

� Join your local Chamber of Commerce to access networking events, mentorship, and potential funding 
resources. The  can help you find a chamber near you.U.S. Chamber of Commerce

Small Business Development Centers (SBDCs)
� SBDCs offer free or low-cost consulting, training, and assistance in securing loans or other funding. Visit 

the  to find a center near you.America’s SBDC

Business Incubators and Accelerators
� Look for local business incubators that provide early-stage companies with resources like office space, 

mentorship, and access to funding networks. Many local economic development organizations or 
universities host incubators or accelerators.

Section 4: Specialized Resources for Women-Owned Businesses
Equity-Free Funding for Women Entrepreneurs

�  offers grant programs and a range of educational resources tailored for women, minority, and 
LGBTQ+ entrepreneurs�

�  (Women’s Business Enterprise National Council) provides certification programs, resources, and 
networking opportunities specifically designed to help women-owned businesses grow and access 
corporate and government contracts.

Hello Alice

WBENC

Women-Focused Business Networks
� Join networks like , , and  (National Association of 

Women Business Owners) to connect with other women entrepreneurs, access mentorship, and find 
business development opportunities.

Ellevate Network The Female Founder Collective NAWBO

Section 5: Practical Tools and Educational Resources
Free and Low-Cost Business Tools

� Utilize tools like  for collaboration,  for accounting, and  for 
marketing materials.

Google Workspace Wave Canva

Online Learning Platforms
� Access affordable courses on business management, finance, and marketing from , 

, and .
Coursera

Udemy edX

Section 6: Preparing for Equity Investment
Laying the Groundwork

� As you grow, focus on building a strong foundation with a clear value proposition, a scalable business 
model, and a compelling growth story. These elements are crucial when you're ready to approach 
equity investors.

https://www.uschamberfoundation.org/
https://americassbdc.org
https://helloalice.com
https://www.wbenc.org
https://www.ellevatenetwork.com
https://www.femalefoundercollective.com
https://www.nawbo.org
https://workspace.google.com
https://www.waveapps.com
https://www.canva.com
https://www.coursera.org
https://www.udemy.com
https://www.edx.org


Section 7: When to Return to WealthVP
Timing Your Capital Raise

� When you reach the stage where you're ready to seek equity capital and build an investor network, 
consider partnering with  Our platform is designed to connect you with investors who 
align with your vision, providing the tools and support to help you succeed in your capital-raising 
journey. Keep us in mind, and we look forward to helping you secure the growth capital you need 
when the time is right.

WealthVP.

Conclusion
We hope these resources empower you as you build a strong foundation for your business. 
Remember, WealthVP is here to support your journey as you grow. Keep us in mind for future 
funding opportunities as your business reaches new milestones.
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