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Consumer Review
"This organization and the people who work at Disability Network of Eastern
Michigan do a fabulous job supporting people with disabilities. They are
committed and caring and they think outside the box to offer services and
activities that enrich the lives of those they serve."
~Tricia



Mission Statement

Disability Network Eastern Michigan is committed to promoting

independent living by breaking down barriers and opening paths
towards personal choice through resources, advocacy, information,

support, and education.

Our Shared Vision

Together, the work that each one of us does helps create a community where
those living with disabilities are empowered to pursue personal growth and
choice through access to community resources and supportive services.
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A Message From CEO Kelly Winn

We have much to celebrate at Disability Network
Eastern Michigan (DNEM). Our future is bright, thanks
to the dedication of our amazing team and the
unwavering support from our community. This year,
we proudly unveiled our refreshed look, including a
new logo that reflects our commitment to progress
and accessibility.

Along with this new look, we launched a new website, www.DNEMichigan.org,
making it easier than ever to connect with our services, programs, and
resources. But our growth goes beyond appearance—we have expanded our
offices to better serve our community and broadened our programs to
provide even greater access to vital resources.

None of this would be possible without our dedicated staff, who work
tirelessly to connect with consumers every day. Through phone calls, in-
person appointments, and special events, they provide essential support,
guidance, and empowerment. Their passion and commitment help break
down barriers and open doors to greater independence, and we are deeply
grateful for their efforts.

Together, we continue to raise the bar with a vision of a world where people
with disabilities are empowered to pursue personal growth and choice
through access to community resources and supportive services. The work
we do together is making a real difference.

Our job is far from complete. Let’s build stronger communities through
innovative programs and services, forging new connections through
technology and collaboration, and creating more opportunities for
independent living.

With gratitude,
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Success Stories

James was making plans to move into an apartment with
a friend when his friend died unexpectedly. Recovering
from a broken leg, he knew he couldn’t do it alone, and
ended up in the hospital. James then went into a nursing
home for rehab. The social worker at the nursing home
referred James to Phyllis Reynolds at Disability Network
Eastern Michigan’s (DNEM) Community Transition
Services (CTS) Program.

James and Phyllis worked well together. Phyllis diligently looked for a place that
worked for him. James uses a wheelchair so accessibility was important. The
apartment search was challenging because most complexes in Oakland County
required a gross monthly income of at least three times the monthly rent.
Ultimately, James rented a sunny studio in downtown Detroit with a good setup
that only required an income of two times the monthly rent.

“The CTS program made the transition much easier,” said James. It paid his
security deposit and first month’s rent. The program helped him with food and
the necessities needed to start his household. He was thrilled that full-sized
furniture fit in the studio apartment. “The CTS program was a huge benefit for
me,” he said.

James is enjoying doing whatever he wants whenever he wants. “The nursing
home was good when | needed it, but it was restrictive. It would have been easy
to stay there but | had to get the doctor’s approval every time | wanted to leave.
| never could have gone to a concert or Arts Beats and Eats if | was living there,”
said James. He is now exploring the city and loves having his freedom back.

"I'd like to thank Disability Network of Eastern

Michigan and AT&T for the laptop. | plan to use it for
business purposes, like job searches, medical virtual
appointments, and for social reasons. Thank you for
what you do for the Veterans!" - Harold Washington




FY 2024 Community Impact

People with disabilities should have the same human rights, options, and
control over choices in their own lives as do people without disabilities.
Independent Living changes attitudes, expands community options,

removes barriers, and increases choice.
1,457

7,096

Information & Referral Individual Servicesand  Consumers served during
(I&R) requests answered Achievements the reporting period
| o7 _ | 200
Independent Living (IL) Home modification/ Access to Transportation,
goals fulfilled shelter services Health Care and

Assistive Technology

Consumer Review
"l want to express my gratitude toward Mary and the Disability Network
team. She has been so helpful with leading me in the right direction when |
felt overwhelmed and just did not know where to turn. Her kind words and
encouragement help me every time | speak with her. She has helped me with
the loss of my beloved husband of 41 years. Thank you and God bless the
Disability Network team!"
6 ~Jennifer



FY 2024 Community Impact

General Funding Information

Fees for Service

Fundraising & Donations $344,430

$53,103

Federal Grants & Contracts
$2,337,344

State and Local Grants & Contracts
$2,632,977

Consumers by Age

Under 5 5-19 20-24 25-59 60 +

Services by Disability Type

Cognitive Physical Mental/ Blind or Deaf or Multiple
Disabilities  Disabilities  Emotional  vjision Loss Hearing Disabilities
Disabilities Loss



Core Services

W DNEMichigan org

Advocacy
Changing lives and strengthening communities
through empowerment and choice.

Independent Living Goals

Working together to enhance skills and develop
resources that open paths to independence through
assessment, planning, and training services.

Information & Referral

Connecting people with the resources and guidance
they need to navigate and access available services
and support.

Peer Support

Fostering a community of mutual understanding and
encouragement through shared experiences and
compassionate mentorship.

Transition Services

Facilitating smooth and successful transitions during
key life stages, ensuring continuity and support for
long-term independence.



Access Services

Breaking barriers and building stronger communities

Our team blends legal expertise with practical insights to ensure your facility is
both compliant and accessible. We recognize that achieving accessibility is an
ongoing journey. Our comprehensive services are designed to help you assess,
improve, and maintain both your digital accessibility and compliance with the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

Our Services

& ADA Review and Report
& Universal Design Services
& Digital Document Accessibility

& WCAG 2.1AA Compliance

& Social Media Accessibility

New Look and New Location

B Disability
Network

;:JurtP:'thto Independence E d S t er n
Michigan

This year, DNEM unveiled a refreshed logo and launched a more accessible
website, furthering our commitment to enhancing community engagement. We
also celebrated the grand opening of our new office in Clinton Township,
expanding RecConnect programs and strengthening our Independent Living Skills
Assessment and Training Center. These efforts have significantly improved access
to vital services, increased community options, and contributed to building
greater community capacity, promoting independent living.



Making a Difference and Increasing Choices

Recognizing Our Generous Sponsors

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan, Molina Healthcare of Michigan,
Choice One Bank Moran Automotive,

Coast to Coast Group, Rosalie lwig,

Detroit Zoological Society, SMART,

Disability Law Group, Spark Access,

Giacolone, Family, Springhill Housing Corporation,
Goodman Acker, PC, The Creative Mobility Group,
Home & Community Recreation Therapy, United Healthcare Services,
Lori Brown, Walmart Spark Good

Macomb County Chamber Of Commerce,
10


http://www.dnemichigan.org/donate

Thank You to Our Generous Donors
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Michael Cho,
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Kathleen Crowley,
Sammi Crowley,
John Dancoe,
Wendy DiJanni,
Kristin Dillion,
Kevin Dolan,
Lauren Duvall,
Jordan Engdahl,
Jovann Fakhouri,
Dana Fischer,
Michelle Garretson,
Suzanne Gauvreau,
Carrie Gerdeman,
Giacolone Family,
Mark Gilbert,
Donna Giles,
Susan Griffo,

Julie Hagerman,
Lonna Harlow,
Peter Harvey,
Lauren Herron,
Mellisa Hunt,
Lonna Johns,

Kim Johnson,
Justin Johnston,
Amy Junkin,
Timm and Charlotte Kelly,
Cheng Khoo,
Michelle Kiser,
Julie Klocke,

Nick Kogowski,
Patty Kostecki,
Jennifer Kozik,
Jeff Kroll,

Denise Lamb,
Buffie Lauwers,
Hunter Lauwers,
Lea Lewis-Hicks,
Nanette Linder,
Xin Liu,

Roslyn Mace,
Amy Maes,
Sandra Mann,
Richard Mastrogiovanni,
Rhonda Matelski,
Kurt Mathes,
Kelly McConnell,
Michele McDermott,
Lonna McNinch,
Jacquelyn Merchant,
Angela Miller,
Tracey Moore,
Danille Morgan,
Julie Mouser,
Sarah Mudry,
Tamera Newton,
Matthew Pawlicki,
Linda Percha,
Holly Pifer,
Courtney Pluff,
Darlene Quinlan,
Kornetta Ray,
Phyllis Reynolds,
Jennifer Ritz,

Teri Ross,
Adam Rouls,
Deborah Russell,

Lean Salem,

Andrea Saranchev,
Destiny Sawicki,
Rebecca Schneider,
Jynil Schneider,
Harvey Singer,
Raymond and Chaundra
Smith,

Dana Smith-McGillen,
Danielle Smith-Pabst,
Charline Snuggs,
Angelina Spiteri,
Jessica Spoonder,
Heather Stacey,
Sonquila Steen,

Janet Stevenson,
Sheryl Stumbaugh,
Daisy Swastek,

Amy Swinson,

Paige Talaski,

Judy Tamor,

Charlene Taylor,

Jared Towers,

Pharaoh Triandaj,
Sheryll Twork,

Will Twork,

Victoria Vallone,

Katy Vanderelzen,
Kelly Walsh,

P. Wang,

Dawn Wheeler,
Jennifer White

Megan Widman,
Memory of Marvin Winn,
Anne Woodworth,
Diane Yearkey,

Fleur Zahner,

Raymond Zamiska 11
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Disability Network
Eastern Michigan

Disability Network Eastern Michigan is committed to promoting
independent living by breaking down barriers and opening paths
towards personal choice through resources, advocacy, information,
support, and education.

Office Locations

9 Oakland & Macomb 9 Fort Gratiot

(586) 268-4160 (810) 987-9337

1709 John R Rd. 4040 24" Avenue

Troy, M1 48083 Fort Gratiot Twp., MI 48059
o Clinton Township 9 Lapeer

(586) 268-4160 (810) 987-9337

16655 15 Mile Road, Suite B 800 West Street, Suite A

Clinton Township, Ml 48035 Lapeer, M| 48059

Visit Us Online
www.DNEMichigan.org
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/dnemichigan
https://www.instagram.com/dnemichigan/
https://www.youtube.com/@dnemichigan
https://www.facebook.com/DNEMichigan
http://www.dnemichigan.org/
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