Monday March 24th — Thy Kingdom Come: Our Lady of the Ark of the Covenant Church, Kiryat Ye'arim
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Day 41

Petitions of the 4
Our Father ® f

For Personal Reflection & Prayer ,

+  What do | concretely do in my work and personal life to promote
and foster justice and peace, the coming of the Kingdom?

Take these considerations to the Lord in prayer, asking for light and strength.

Offer a prayer inspired by the words of Scripture:

For the kingdom of God

is not a matter of food and drink,
but of righteousness, peace,
and joy in the holy Spirit

Romans 14:17

Pope Benedict XVI on The Kingdom of God

In today's liturgy the Evangelist Matthew... presents the beginning of Christ's public
mission. It consisted essentially in preaching the Kingdom of God and healing the sick,
showing that this Kingdom is close at hand and is already in our midst. Jesus began his
preaching in Galilee, the region where he grew up, the "outskirts" in comparison with the
heart of the Jewish Nation which was Judea, and in it, Jerusalem. But the Prophet
Isaiah had foretold that this land, assigned to the tribes of Zebulun and Napthali, would
have a glorious future: the people immersed in darkness would see a great light (cf. Is
8: 23-9: 2). In Jesus' time, the term "gospel" was used by Roman emperors for their
proclamations. Independently of their content, they were described as "good news" or
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announcements of salvation, because the emperor was considered lord of

the world and his every edict as a portent of good. Thus, the application of this
phrase to Jesus' preaching had a strongly critical meaning, as if to say God, and e e o
not the emperor, is Lord of the world, and the true Gospel is that of Jesus Christ.

The "Good News" which Jesus proclaims is summed up in this sentence: "The Kingdom
of God - or Kingdom of Heaven - is at hand" (cf. Mt 4: 17; Mk 1: 15). What do these
words mean? They do not of course refer to an earthly region marked out in space and
time, but rather to an announcement that it is God who reigns, that God is Lord and that
his lordship is present and actual, it is being realized. The newness of Christ's message,
therefore, is that God made himself close in him and now reigns in our midst, as the
miracles and healings that he works demonstrate. God reigns in the world through his
Son made man and with the power of the Holy Spirit who is called "the finger of God"
(Lk 11: 20). Wherever Jesus goes the Creator Spirit brings life, and men and women are
healed of diseases of body and spirit. God's lordship is thus manifest in the human
being's integral healing. By this, Jesus wanted to reveal the Face of the true God, the
God who is close, full of mercy for every human being; the God who makes us a gift of
life in abundance, his own life. The Kingdom of God is therefore life that asserts itself
over death, the light of truth that dispels the darkness of ignorance and lies.

Let us pray to Mary Most Holy that she will always obtain for the Church the same
passion for God's Kingdom which enlivened the mission of Jesus Christ: a passion for
God, for his lordship of love and life; a passion for man, encountered in truth with the
desire to give him the most precious treasure: the love of God, his Creator and Father.

https://www.vatican.va/content/benedict-xvi/en/angelus/2008/documents/hf_ben-xvi_ang_20080127.html
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