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Program Notes: V

Scene Symphony is my latest attempt at marrying two musical ideas | have been working with

years: classical forms and modern metal. The piece gets its name from the term scene, a collg®mialis
referring to the groups of musicians and fans that make up a given genre, particularly espof
“heavy” music such as rock, metal, and their various subgenres (for example, if the genre fggs a of
“core” in the title, you can bet it's part of a scene). Each movement adheres to clagsical phonic
forms and is a tribute to a song by a different band | admire, though | will largely leave Tt listener
to craft their own associations.

Movement | is full of pop-punk peppiness; | think the ethos behind any g o®punk song is
writing a banger you can cry to (and scream-sing along to with your friengg in t ar). Formally it
approximates sonata form but in lieu of a development section | apply a tedfigflie fom prog metal: an
increasingly layered polyrhythmic groove.

Movement Il is a guitar ballad, a slow(er) movement: the string like guitars and a folksy,

warm refrain reveals itself a few minutes in. It is one part Jeff Buckley, tw&arts Tchaikovsky.

Movement Il is pure thrash metal, it has a breakneck pace which is halted only by the surprise
introduction of a waltz—after all, | could not forget to write a scherzo. Of course, we quickly snap back
to reality and the aggression builds to an abrupt finish.

For movement IV, | really wanted to write something wit eeling of “final boss music” - the
sort of piece that could accompany an epic showdow 'd find in a video game. In keeping with
symphonic tradition, there is a lengthy fugato section onstitutes the development section. |

wanted to experiment throughout this movement wjgytakin® material that felt truly “metal” melodically
and layering it contrapuntally, something that can be realized live by a large ensemble such as
an orchestra. In this, the movement is the climagof mysg#fort to make metal truly symphonic.

rformance Notes:
Strings are 5.4.4.3.2.

The piece has several passa herein the players must mute the strings with the left hand. There are
two kinds of muting techiniq®g@featured:

e ——
y Slashes, paired with the marking "m.c.l.lb." indicate muting the strings
while bowing ggl legnoatutto. "c.l.b." is regular col legno with pitch.

A dark line going through the noteheads indicates bowing with
overpMygsure while the strings are muted. In some instances, this may be combined with other
t iqys such as sul tasto.

jm}

A square notehead with pitch indicates instant, pitched overpressure.



%
I X
che¥ds

indicate instant pitched overpressure, these signal change.

An arrow notehead indicates playing the highest note possible on the giv@.

These lines indicate movement toward and away from pitched overpressure - where the squa%

*

"

"Separated” means separated, not short bowing.
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