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AccountAbility is an expert ESG Advisory and Standards firm 
About AccountAbility

ADVISORY

Practical, relevant, 

and innovative 

solutions customized 

to meet client needs 

STANDARDS

Simple, adaptable, and 

easy-to-use frameworks to 

guide responsible and 

impact-driven performance 

INSIGHTS

Expert perspectives, 

forward-looking 

trends, and 

industry context 

AccountAbility is a global consulting and standards firm that works with businesses, investors, governments, and 

multilateral organizations to innovate and advance the global sustainability / ESG agenda by improving the 

practices, performance, and impact of organizations. 

We focus on delivering practical, effective, and enduring results that enable our clients to succeed. AccountAbility operates 

globally through a highly qualified team from offices in New York, London, Riyadh, and Dubai. 

The firm is the recipient of multiple business awards from the Financial Times, Forbes, and Capital Finance International.
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Context Setting
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The Risk Landscape Highlights the Importance of Sustainability Assurance Today 

WEF Global Risks

Source: WEF Global Risk Report (2026)

Geopolitical Societal TechnologicalEnvironmental

Global Risks Ranked by Severity Benefits of Sustainability Assurance to Risk Mitigation

• Promotes transparency and credibility

• Increases the social license to operate by building 

trust with stakeholders

• Maintains integrity through robust data governance 

and management processes

• Facilitates the identification of risks and opportunities 

allowing for more proactive approaches to be 

taken

• Fosters strategic decision-making

• Supports mitigation and adaptation planning



C O N F I D E N T I A L

The AA1000 AccountAbility Principles and Standards

The AA1000 Principles and Standards are adopted and used globally

At the core of AccountAbility’s work is the AA1000 Series of Standards. These are principles-based Standards and Frameworks used by a 

broad spectrum of organizations globally to demonstrate leadership and performance in accountability, responsibility and sustainability.

The AA1000 Standards are based on the principles of Inclusivity, Materiality, Responsiveness and Impact. 

The AA1000 Stakeholder Engagement 

Standard (2015) is designed to enable 

organizations to respond to stakeholders in a 

comprehensive and balanced way to material 

issues, impacts, and opportunities.

The AA1000 AccountAbility Principles 

Standard (2018) outlines the foundational 

AccountAbility Principles. 

The AA1000 Assurance Standard v3 is the 

leading methodology used for sustainability-

related assurance engagements, to evaluate the 

nature and extent to which an organization 

adheres to the AA1000AP.

Source: AccountAbility Global, AA1000 Series of Standards 
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Guidance on 
Applying the 
AA1000AS v3
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What has Changed in the AA1000AS v3 Guidance Document 

Overview of the Key Changes

Feedback loop & 

collaboration for 

continuous 

improvement in the 

AA1000AS v3 

Assurance Process

Sequence of 

assurance flow chart 

that includes the 

updated e-licensing 

platform reference 

Graphics that clarify 

how standard 

selection can support 

reporting 

organizations to build 

transparency, trust & 

impact

Examples of 

complementary 

standards that can 

be used as criteria

Example(s) of how 

the AA1000 

AccountAbility 

Principle of Impact is 

evidenced in practice

Example(s) of how 

conclusions could 

look like in the 

AA1000AS v3 

Assurance 

Statement
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The AA1000AS v3 Assurance Process

AA1000AS v3 Assurance Process

Source: Guidance on Assuring GHG Emissions with AA1000AS v3
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The Sequential AA1000AS v3 Assurance Process

Assurance Flow Chart

Source: Guidance on Applying the AA1000AS v3 for Assurance Providers (March 2026)
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Building Transparency, Trust & Impact

How Standard Selection Can Support Reporting Organizations

Source: Guidance on Applying the AA1000AS v3 for Assurance Providers (March 2026)
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The Practical Application of the AA1000AP

Impact Evidenced in Practice

Source: Guidance on Applying the AA1000AS v3 for Assurance Providers (March 2026)
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Providing Concrete Examples of Conclusions in Assurance Statements

Examples of How to Present Findings 

Source: Guidance on Applying the AA1000AS v3 for Assurance Providers (March 2026)



C O N F I D E N T I A L

Market Demand 
for Sustainability 
Assurance
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Rising Tide of Sustainability Assurance
Today, Jurisdictions are Increasingly Seeking to Standardize Sustainability Assurance

California, US
Implemented

• In California, the Californian Air and Resources Board (CARB) introduced 

limited assurance requirements for Scope 1 & 2 emissions under SB 253

India
Implemented

• The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) implemented 

reasonable assurance requirements for the disclosure of sustainability 

information under the Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report 

(BRSR) Core Framework

Hong Kong
In progress

• The Accounting and Financial Reporting Council (AFRC) has proposed a 

requirement that those subject to mandatory reporting using HKFRS 

Sustainability Disclosures Standards must obtain limited assurance

The assurance of sustainability information is acknowledged for its benefits in proving the accuracy and reliability of data, 

enhancing decision making and strengthening stakeholder relationships

Source: CARB, SEBI, AFRC
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AA1000AS v3 Differentiators

• All AA1000AS v3 engagements and assurance 

providers need to meet AccountAbility quality 

assurance protocols.

Bound to Core Sustainability Principles

• Using the AA1000AS v3 allows sustainability 

experts and practitioners to assess the 

sustainability data providing a long-term 

perspective and a more accurate view of 

performance.

• AccountAbility has an issue and dispute 

resolution process which is a rigorous 

process to ensure that providers meet quality 

standards and reinforces the credibility and 

robustness of the assurance statement. 

• Each report assured by the AA1000AS v3 

receives an assurance statement explaining 

how the reporting company meets the 

underlying AccountAbility Principles, which 

have sustainability at their core. 

Quality Assurance

Builds a Robust Sustainability Network

Stakeholder Dispute Resolution

Why Choosing an Assurance Standard and Provider Matters to You



AA1000AS v3 increases ESG Rating Scores
Generating Value Through Sustainability Assurance

Source: CSRHub

Issuing an ESG report increased a company’s overall score by a 5.4 point average over two years — 0.9 

points more than non-reporting companies gain over that time.   

Those that used the AA1000AS v3 to assure their report received a 5.9-point increase — 1.4 points over non-

reporters. 

Regular users of the standard saw continuous growth year-over-year on their ESG rating score. 

The AA1000AS v3 helped companies grow their scores specifically in 6 sustainability topics, Including 

leadership ethics; board management; training, health and safety; diversity and labor rights; 

compensation and benefits; and product. 
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Case Study Use of 
the AA1000AS v3
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Energy Vault Engaged Sustainability Assurance Services (SAS) to Conduct Assurance of their 

Sustainability Report & Environmental / Social KPIs

Case Study: Using the AA1000AS v3 for SMEs
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LYFE Capital Engaged Turbo Net Zero for Verification of Their Impact Framework, Investment 

Processes and Reporting Practices

Case Study: Using the AA1000AS v3 for Impact Verification
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EVORA Global Highlighted Why the Valued the AA1000AS v3

Case Study: The Value of the AA1000AS v3 EVORA Global

• EVORA has completed over 200 assurance engagements, 

reviews and projects in the past five years and frequently chooses 

the AA1000AS v3 to carry out these engagements 

• They select the AA1000AS v3 as it is a globally recognized 

standard aligned with leading reporting frameworks, including 

GRESB, INREV and EPRA. 

• For assurance engagements, EVORA conducts a Type 2, 

Moderate Assurance using the AA1000AS v3 covering energy, 

water, waste and greenhouse gas data across underlying real 

estate assets with investment funds

They Choose the AA1000AS v3 

EVORA is a leading sustainability advisor 

delivering climate solutions to real asset 

investors 
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Case Study: EVORA Global

Why the AA1000AS v3 Worked Well

Structured and Scalable Approach: It is applicable across diverse 

sectors and geographies from small portfolios of 2 assets to large 

portfolios of 200 assets

Goes Beyond Comparable Standards: It evaluates internal data 

collection processes and highlights continuous improvement 

opportunities

Strengthens Confidence in Reported Data: The detailed review of 

data quality, accuracy and reliability strengthens confidence in 

reported data

Actionable Recommendations: The assurance statement and 

management report provide clear, transparent communication of 

findings and recommendations to clients and stakeholders
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Q&A
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AccountAbility is providing this information overview for discussion purposes. 

Information in these materials related to our approach, methodologies, or experiences is confidential and proprietary to 

AccountAbility and may not be disclosed to third parties without our prior written consent. 

© 2023 AccountAbility 

All rights reserved. 

THANK YOU
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