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Dear Parents/Guardians,

March is a very busy month in the school calendar. Please find the updates below.
Curriculum
1. Staff completed Primary Curriculum Framework inservice recently. This is an introduction to our new curriculum and what we view as being important about our school.
2. Staff continue to work on the creation of whole school plans on English, Gaeilge and mathematics as part of the new curriculum.
3. We are in our final year of School Self-Evaluation, where we have focused on Music for a three-year period. We will be surveying pupils on the impact of the intervention in the coming term.
4. Staff are participating in professional development on crisis prevention interventions in the coming term.
5. Our student wellbeing team carried out a Bí Cineálta anti-bullying policy survey with pupils. Pupils feel very safe but are not sure how to deal with other people when something goes wrong. The team also explained at assembly how important a bystander or upstander is.
6. 4th class are participating in a study this year on the use of local place in history and geography lessons.
7. First class continue forest school lessons each Thursday.
8. Gaelic football coaching has just finished for classes from 1st to 6th.
9. Soccer coaching has just ended for junior and senior infants and 1st class.
10. Rugby coaching continues for 2nd, 3rd, 4th and 5th classes from now until Easter.
Other School Life Matters
1. Congratulations to all our pupils who took part in the Sing Out Loud concert in the TLT Theatre, Drogheda recently. They really enjoyed the event and sang their hearts out! Thanks also to Mr. Fagan and Mrs. Carey who co-ordinated the rehearsals, as well as parents who brought their children to and from the event, as well as attended the show.
2. Congratulations to our Credit Union junior team who won the Credit Union Chapter quiz recently in The Lakeside Hotel, Virginia. They now qualify for the All-Ireland finals in the R.D.S. in April. Thanks to all the staff for all the preparation, including Ms. Gerrard, who co-ordinated our quiz teams.
3. Thanks to the parents who made themselves available to assist with BOWOW on Wednesdays. BOWOW was a great success on its first two days and Jenny, the Slane Garda Sargeant, called to the school on Wednesday morning before school. The Gardaí hope to have personnel available each Wednesday morning in the village between 9am and 9.20am.
4. The Book Fair was a big success recently in school. Thank you to everyone who supported it and to the parents who co-ordinated it. Over €2,800 was raised in total. The school will get credit for new library books with the profits raised. 
5. The boys’ and girls’ mini sevens gaelic football teams participated in the Cumann na mBunscol 7 a side competition recently in Kentstown. They each played four matches with our girls’ team qualifying for the final before being beaten by a last-minute goal.

Building & Grounds
1. The works on the Pathfinder Retrofit project have been completed. The Department of Education is now monitoring our energy bills for the foreseeable future.
2. We have applied for an electricity supply upgrade to cope with the electrical demands of the heat pump.
3. We will also be applying to upgrade the existing electrical infrastructure in the school.
4. New marmoleum flooring was installed in 4th, 5th and 2nd classes recently by the Board of Management. 
5. The interior of the school is also being painted in the evenings and at weekends.
6. We continue to have issues with school car park drainage and the gate track at the exit. We are awaiting the upcoming drainage and resurfacing works, which form part of the Slane Community Centre project.
Upcoming Events & Dates 
1. Cycle training takes for 5th class pupils beginning the 11th of March and continuing thereafter each Friday for six weeks.
2. We are celebrating the global diversity of our school population. Over the next number of assemblies, children will present about the country they have come to Ireland from. There will also be welcome signs in a range of languages outside each classroom.
3. Beidh Seachtain na Gaeilge ar siúl an tseachtain seo chugainn, ón Luan an 16ú Márta go dtí an Aoine an 20ú Márta. Beidh imeachtaí ar siúl gach lá den tseachtain, Lá Glas agus Céilí Mór ar an gCéadaoin an 18ú Márta san aireamh.
Seachtain na Gaeilge takes place next week from Monday the 16th to Friday the 20th March with events taking place on each day of the week, including Green Day and the Céilí Mór on Wednesday the 18th of March.
4. On Thursday the 19th of March, 4th, 5th and 6th class pupils will be laying wood chippings at the back of the school around the forest of two hundred trees planted last autumn.
5. First Penance takes place today, Wednesday the 11th of March at 11.30am.
6. Confirmation takes place in St. Patrick’s Church, Slane on Thursday the 26th of March at 12pm.

School Closures

1. School is closed on March 17th for St. Patrick’s Day
2. School closes for the Easter break on Friday the 27th of March at 12pm.

Reports, photos and videos of events and activities past are available on our school website www.slanens.ie 

Le gach dea-ghuí
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Paul O’Donnell
Principal and Board of Management Secretary
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	Proud of our school’s achievements
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