Video Transcript: What made you interested in joining the Adult Advisory Board?
Empowering Youth with Visual Impairment. 
Katrina Dubree: What made you interested in joining the Adult Advisory Board?
Richard Rueda: I became interested in the Adult Advisory Board because I like connecting with other professionals, and not
just lending my expertise, but listening to what others have to contribute. And in a
shared space, we, we, both lead and learn, and provide
ultimately are able to provide resources for ourselves, for the folks that we ultimately serve through our various programs.
Anesadora Hightower: I was interested in joining the Advisory Board because there isn't an abundance of reliable resources for the blind and visually impaired, but there is a lot of misinformation and out-of-date information.
And there are certainly not enough resources for rural youth, even in a more general sense.
So when I heard about EMPOWER, whose entire purpose is to help bridge that gap, I really wanted to be a part of it in any way I could.
Jane Flower: So why I was interested in joining the Adult Advisory Board, I found the topic and the project really intriguing, especially
reaching the rural populations. Because I know across the country, there's so many unserved populations of younger
people who are blind or visually impaired, and just being a part of something that could help reach the students and the blindness professionals and their family members.
And also, it's a great way to network with other folks in the field of vision loss from across the country as well.
Quinn Howard: One thing that helped me really make a decision was that understanding that this advisory board would actually be focused
on a direction, such as establishing and creating action steps to solve or address specific issues that our blind youth may experience.
Samantha Adams: In my work experience, I've had many an occasion, as a litigator, and a privilege, to go work in remote rural communities.
So coupling that with being a blind person, I can only imagine that those challenges of living in a rural
community are even multiplied more, and I think I can understand those challenges, and I hope I'd be able to offer something to assist with that.
Visit us at empowervi.org.

