Video Transcript: How would you explain your role on the Adult Board to other adults?
Empowering Youth with Visual Impairment.
My name is Anesadora, and I am an Adult Advisory Board member and a youth mentor with EMPOWER VI.
My name is Richard Rueda. I am the Assistant Director with the American Printing House for the Blind APH ConnectCenter.
My name is Quinn Howard. I am a Field Supervisor with Blind Services.
I am Sam Adams, and I work for the Society for the Blind out of Sacramento, California.
I teach Assistive Technology.
My name is Jane Flower, and I am the Youth Outreach Program Supervisor at Guide Dogs for the Blind, and I'm also an EMPOWER VI Adult Advisory Board member.
Katrina Dubree: How would you explain your role on the Adult Board to other adults?
Anesadora: I apply my professional and lived experience as a blind student to support course content and resource development. Additionally, I research and provide relevant resources.
Richard: I like to think that being on this Board allows for me to listen and learn and become empowered by all the things that are being shared through the program, as well as the contributions that each Board member gives. It's as much as giving as it is getting, and I think together we're assembling and advising on projects and things that are critically important to the project for persons in rural communities, as well as for persons who
come to the site for these resources.
Quinn: I would explain my role as being a part of a band almost, where, you know, everyone that's an adult on the board, we're all playing the same song you know, but we play different
instruments. We have different, different skills, and we are not only coming together to express and share those experiences on the Board, but we're also collaborating amongst ourselves to enhance our own knowledge as we work together.
Sam: It is collaborative, working with other professionals who also work with blind people, and resource sharing. As a person who works in the industry, I and all of the other members have some shared personal experience, professional experience, that we all bring to the table in hopes of making the world better for blind and visually impaired youth.
Jane: Because we are all living, the board members, are all living with vision loss, we're sort of, you know, experts around the different topics that she would bring to us to advise on. And it was just kind of really exciting because I don't always get to do those types of things in my current role, per se. You're expected to be present at the meetings, but you just feel like you're part of it. It's not Katrina saying, "This is what we're doing and just give me some advice." We really had an active role. We were writing blogs. We were making videos. We were, you know, sending out resources to folks, sending Katrina resources about our projects and our programs that she could blast out to people. So it's, it's such an active, fun, engaging board, and you just feel like a part of something that has turned into this really great tool online for people to access, and I'm privileged that I've been able to be a part of that.
Visit us at empowervi.org.
