With the help of Heaven, Tammuz 5785

To whom it may concern

Two of our students, Rabbi Elchonon Baron and Rabbi Eli Meir Cohen, are emissaries of
Klal Yisroel who carry the burden of saving the resting places of our leaders in the city of
Vilna, and in the entire country of Lithuania that are under constant threat, and for various
reasons are not kept up the way other cemeteries in Europe are. Athough Klal Yisrael has
many needs, and the necessities of the living take precedent, the Din of “Meis Mitzvah”
applies, and it is incumbent upon us to save them from destruction, and that no one will
build on their gravesites, G-d forbid. Who is greater than Rabbi Chaim Ozer Grodzinski
7t”1 who was deeply bothered by this matter and appealed to the London Federation in
1935 when there was a threat of destruction to the old cemetery, to request financial
assistance to construct a fence and “raise sunken gravestones in order that the existence of
the cemetery be apparent.” He wrote that anyone who takes part in this effort will merit
great merits.

Now, the above mentioned are planning to open an official organization in Vilna, so that
they have an official presence there, (as advised by the local community there) in order for
them to be recognized as the authentic representatives of the worldwide Lithuanian Jewish
legacy. This effort will also set the stage for the founding a place for Torah to be studied,
and for kosher food and other necessities for the Jewish community there, as well as for
those visiting the holy graves of ancestors, and especially the gravesite of our holy master
the Gr’a.

Obviously this entails many expenses, including travel, rent and much more. As it has
become apparent that this is the most effective way to go about this effort it is redundant
to emphasize the importance of assisting, since they are indeed serving the public, and are
sacrificing their time and livelihoods to do our work (and of course there is no possibility
of help from the locals), therefore I am addressing our brothers and sisters of Am Yisrael
to be a pillar of support as much as possible, and I guarantee that the merit of the holy
ancestors and leaders who are with us no more, like the ‘Be ‘er Hagola,’ the ‘Chayei Adam’
the family of the Gr”a, Reb Zelmaleh of Volozhin, his parents and many more will be a
good advocate for all who participate

The undersigned affirms support for ‘Jewish Heritage in Lita,” and blesses with success all
who do and contribute to this vital cause.
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