
 
From June 1–15, One Mississippi's flagship program, River Days of Action, delivered its 
largest impact yet for people, land, water, and wildlife. Vital habitat cleaned up and 
restored, communities united for collective impact, individuals, organizations, 
businesses, Tribal Nations, and governments taking action. 

Now in its sixth year, the Mississippi River's largest collective impact and event series 
leans on the founding expression of the United States: E pluribus unum; from many, one. 
Like the Mighty Mississippi with tributaries flowing together, we reach our grandeur by 
uniting, becoming something bigger than anything we could achieve alone.  

The numbers tell a powerful story: 
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National Mississippi River Day: A Rising Wave of Impact 

In its second year, National Mississippi River Day on June 2, a new cornerstone 
of River Days of Action, continues to grow into a mighty wave from the 
Headwaters to the Gulf. A record-setting 30 states, cities, counties, and a Tribal 
government issued official proclamations, recognizing the central role the River 
plays in our lives and committing to taking action on its behalf.  

Our growth this year included several Lower River communities: Louisiana 
proclaimed the day statewide, and major metros, including New Orleans, Baton 
Rouge, and Memphis, joined the movement. In the headwaters region, the Leech 
Lake Band of Ojibwe became the first Tribal government to proclaim the day, 
recognizing the River whose story has always been woven with Indigenous 
peoples.  

Together, these proclamations are public commitments to the River's people, land, 
water, and wildlife, not just official declarations. 

 

 

"We've been building a movement for the Mississippi River for 20 years, but nothing has 
felt quite like what we've built with National Mississippi River Day and River Days of 

Action. It's tremendous to see this groundswell of support across the mainstem states, 
and we couldn't have done it alone. This is the power of networks, driving progress 

together." 

Kelly McGinnis — Executive Director, One Mississippi  
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Stories from Along the River 
There’s no single way to care for our Mighty Mississippi, and River Days of Action 
embraces that range: communities showed up in ways reflecting their own histories, 
cultures, and landscapes, united in 
action for the River we all share.  

In Dubuque, Iowa, that meant a 
traditional Ojibwe water blessing 
ceremony on the Riverbank open to all, 
alongside Climate Rendezvous! and 100 
Rivers: Signals of Repair, a month-long 
public art installation that culminated in 
a community performance at the 
Dubuque Farmers Market. As Victoria 
Bradford Styrbicki, Executive Director 
of A House Unbuilt, put it, “Connecting 
people with the River is at the heart of 
my work, bringing the River to the 
people so the people may go to the 
River.” 

Downstream in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, River Days of Action 
became the launchpad for a new way 
of understanding how the Mississippi itself is governed. The Tulane Institute on Water 
Resources Law and Policy (TIWRLP) hosted a webinar introducing its new Law of the 
Mississippi River online resource, helping community members and policymakers alike 
navigate the complex laws that shape the River. As TIWRLP’s Associate Director Haley 
Gentry shared, “The webinar's discussion generated valuable feedback that will make 
the new tool even more accessible and effective.” 

Two events, a thousand miles apart, told the same story in different languages: art and 
ceremony in one place, policy and governance in another. Positive impacts don't only 
stay in one part of the River; they travel the whole system, becoming something greater 
than any one community could accomplish alone.  
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In Their Words 
From the headwaters to the Gulf, event organizers reflect on what River Days of Action 
meant this year: 

 
 

Looking Ahead 
As River Days of Action closes for another year, the momentum doesn't stop. Caring for 
the River isn’t the responsibility of one organization, one community, or one stretch of 
water; it belongs to all of us. As our movement grows year after year, so does our shared 
commitment to the River that connects us all.  
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Sponsors 

National Audubon Society, Walton Family Foundation, Bass Pro Shops and Cabela's 
Outdoor Fund, The Ingram Distillery, Minnesota Paddling Opener, and National 

Wildlife Federation. 
— 

Thank you to the National Audubon Society, our Presenting Sponsor. Audubon’s 
Mississippi River Water Initiative is a watershed-wide program, aligning the work of three 
regional offices, several centers and sanctuaries, and their national strategy teams. They 

partner with stakeholders, advocates, and decision-makers on efforts to improve or 
preserve critical habitat and community resilience in the Mississippi River Basin. Their 

Blueprint for a Resilient Lower Mississippi River states, "We envision a healthy and 
connected network of habitats throughout the Mississippi River region that support 
sustainable bird populations and strengthen the resilience of human communities 

against both human-made and natural threats.” Learn more.   
— 

Planning is already underway for River Days of Action and National Mississippi River 
Day 2027. Sponsorship is a powerful way to support this impactful program and help it 

grow. Click the link to learn about organizational sponsorship opportunities. New in 2027, 
individuals can also sponsor River Days of Action—explore the details here.  

 

Participating Organizations & Partners 

The organizations below represent the primary partners in 2026, including Mississippi 
River Network members, event hosts, and collaborators across the watershed. Many 

more groups, businesses, elected officials, and members of the press also engaged this 
year, and we're grateful to each of them. 

A House Unbuilt, Alton High School National Honor Society, American Rivers, ArtOpener, 
Baton Rouge Green, Big Muddy Adventures, Black In Marine Science, Clean River 

Advisory Council, Clean Wisconsin, Climate Land Leaders, Columbus Belmont State 
Park, Driftless River Voices, DPR Gallery, Dubuque County Fine Arts Society (and the 

Dubuque Area Writers Guild), Dubuque Rendezvous! a cooler world gathering, Friends of 
Brickhouse Slough, Friends of Pool 2, Friends of the Mississippi River, Great River Road 
Minnesota, Great River Road National, Great River Road Wisconsin, Green Lands Blue 

Waters, Harpeth Conservancy, HeartLands Conservancy, Illinois Department of Natural 
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https://www.audubon.org/our-work/rivers-lakes-wetlands/mississippi-river
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/66f08569fe1f97f47b2dd589/6a68d7b5bddf20d98d4e613b_2027%20RDA%20Sponsor%20Flyer%20072826.pdf
https://cdn.prod.website-files.com/66f08569fe1f97f47b2dd589/6a68d7c5343e5aca669ad475_2027%20RDA%20INDIVIDUAL%20Sponsor%20Flyer%20072826.pdf


Resources, Illinois Environmental Council, Illinois Sierra Club, Illinois Stewardship 
Alliance, Izaak Walton League of America, Izaak Walton League of Iowa, Keep Louisiana 
Beautiful, Kentucky Great River Road, Kentucky Waterways Alliance, Lake Pepin Legacy 
Alliance, Land Stewardship Project, League of Women Voters Muscatine County, League 

of Women Voters of Iowa, League of Women Voters Upper Mississippi River Region 
InterLeague Organization, Louisiana's Coastal Protection and Restoration Authority, 

Metro Blooms, Metro Nashville Parks and Recreation, Minnesota Department of Natural 
Resources, Mississippi Headwaters Board, Mississippi Park Connection, Mississippi 

River Podcast (American Explorer), Mississippi River Water Trail Association, Mississippi 
Valley Traveler, Mississippi Watershed Management Organization, Nahant Marsh 
Education Center, National Audubon Society, National Caucus of Environmental 

Legislators, National Great Rivers Research and Education Center, National Mississippi 
River Museum and Aquarium, National Wildlife Federation, Office of the Louisiana 

Lieutenant Governor, One Mississippi, Owámniyomni Okhódayapi, Planted., 
Pontchartrain Conservancy, Prairie Island Indian Community, River Alliance of Wisconsin, 
River des Peres Watershed Coalition, River Discovery Center, Save Our Streams, Shalom 
Spirituality Center, Sierra Club Delta Chapter Louisiana, St. Louis Aquarium Foundation, 

Stanley Center for Peace and Security, Stinging Nettle Productions, Tennessee 
RiverLine, The Ingram Distillery, The Nature Conservancy (many Mississippi River Basin 

groups), The Water Institute, Tri-State Driftless Area Wild Ones, Tulane Institute on Water 
Resources Law & Policy, Two Paddles LLC, Two Rivers Wildlife Refuge, University of 

Minnesota (multiple departments), Upper Mississippi River Chapter of the Izaak Walton 
League, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers - St. Louis District, 

Village of Bethalto, IL, Water Protection Network, We Are Water Minnesota, Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources. 

 

2026 National Mississippi River Day Proclamations 

Alton, IL; Baton Rouge, LA; Bettendorf, IA; Burlington, IA; Cohasset, MN; Columbus, KY; 
Davenport, IA; Dubuque, IA; East Baton Rouge Parish, LA; East Moline, IL; Fridley, MN; 

Godfrey, IL; Granite City, IL; Iowa City, IA; Leech Lake Band of Ojibwe; Louisa County, IA; 
Memphis, TN; Minneapolis, MN; Moline, IL; New Orleans, LA; New Roads, LA; Prescott, 

WI; Rock Island, IL; St. Paul, MN; Winona, MN; The State of Illinois, The State of 
Louisiana, The State of Minnesota, The State of Missouri, The State of Wisconsin. 
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2026 River Days of Action Events 
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About River Days of Action and National Mississippi River Day 

One Mississippi’s River Days of Action engages organizations and individuals to take 
meaningful action for the people, land, water, and wildlife in their communities. Held 

annually June 1-15, events and actions take place along the Mississippi River and 
throughout the watershed, and include restoration projects, cleanups, in-person and 

online educational events, paddling and other recreational outings, and more.  

National Mississippi River Day, held annually on June 2, is part of River Days of Action. 
Launched by One Mississippi in 2025 in partnership with Mississippi River Network 

members and partners across the watershed, it celebrates one of North America's most 
iconic waterways, stretching roughly 2,350 miles from the wild rice beds of northern 

Minnesota to the oyster reefs of southern Louisiana, draining portions of 31 states and 
providing drinking water to more than 20 million people. 

Visit www.MississippiRiver.org for more information or contact info@1mississippi.org
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