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Anthony	David	Stephen	Smith	was	a	renowned	British	sociologist	and	historian	who	made	significant	contributions	to	the	field	of	nationalism	studies.	Born	on	September	23,	1939,	in	London,	England,	to	a	Jewish	family	with	roots	in	Poland,	his	experience	during	the	Holocaust	had	a	profound	impact	on	his	life	and	academic	pursuits.	Smith	earned	his
undergraduate	degree	from	Oxford	University	and	later	pursued	his	master's	degree	in	sociology	at	the	London	School	of	Economics	(LSE),	where	he	focused	on	nationalism.	He	then	began	his	PhD	under	Ernest	Gellner,	which	led	to	the	publication	of	his	first	book,	"Theories	of	Nationalism".	Smith's	academic	career	took	him	to	various	institutions,
including	the	University	of	York	and	the	University	of	Reading,	before	joining	LSE	in	1980.	At	LSE,	Smith	became	a	professor	in	1988	and	went	on	to	publish	influential	works	on	nationalism	studies.	He	also	developed	academic	programs	for	undergraduate	and	graduate	students,	focusing	on	theories	and	comparative	studies	of	nationalism.
Additionally,	he	co-founded	the	Association	for	the	Study	of	Ethnicity	and	Nationalism	(ASEN)	with	his	PhD	students.	Smith's	most	notable	contributions	include	the	distinction	between	'civic'	and	'ethnic'	types	of	nations	and	nationalism,	as	well	as	the	concept	that	all	nations	have	dominant	'ethnic	cores'.	He	disagreed	with	other	authors	who	viewed
nationalism	as	a	solely	modern	phenomenon,	instead	arguing	that	nations	had	premodern	origins.	His	approach	to	nationalism,	known	as	ethnosymbolism,	was	distinct	from	Ernest	Gellner's	views.	Smith	passed	away	on	July	19,	2016,	at	the	age	of	76,	leaving	behind	a	legacy	in	the	field	of	nationalism	studies.	The	concept	of	nationalism,	as	described
by	Smith,	revolves	around	the	idea	that	it	draws	upon	the	pre-existing	history	of	a	"group"	to	create	a	sense	of	shared	identity	and	common	heritage.	This	doesn't	necessitate	an	academically	valid	interpretation	of	the	past,	but	rather	one	that	is	often	mythologized	and	distorted	to	justify	modern	political	and	ethnic	positions.	Nationalism,	according	to
Smith,	isn't	about	uniformity	among	its	members,	but	rather	an	intense	sense	of	solidarity	with	the	nation	and	its	people.	It	can	arise	from	any	dominant	ideology	present	in	a	locale	and	builds	upon	existing	kinship,	religious,	and	belief	systems.	Smith	differentiates	between	nations	and	ethnies,	defining	a	nation	as	a	population	sharing	a	common
territory,	myths,	and	historical	memories,	whereas	an	ethnie	is	a	named	unit	of	population	with	a	shared	ancestry,	culture,	and	solidarity	among	its	elites.	He	argues	that	even	in	modern	nations,	ethnic	elements	can	persist	from	the	past.	Smith's	ethno-symbolist	approach	has	been	subject	to	criticism	from	modernist	scholars,	who	question	his	views
on	the	role	of	history	and	myth	in	shaping	national	identity.	Anthony	D.	Smith,	a	renowned	academic,	founded	the	Council	for	Academic	Autonomy	and	served	as	its	long-term	Secretary.	His	efforts	led	to	an	early	success	in	securing	freedom	of	expression	and	publication	for	academic	staff	in	older	universities	through	an	amendment	to	the	Education
Reform	Act	1988.	The	Council	continued	to	interact	with	government	and	organize	symposia	on	academic	independence	until	the	early	years	of	the	millennium.	Anthony	D.	Smith,	a	renowned	Emeritus	Professor	of	Nationalism	and	Ethnicity	at	the	London	School	of	Economics,	is	credited	with	founding	the	interdisciplinary	field	of	nationalism	studies.
His	groundbreaking	approach,	known	as	ethno-symbolism,	delves	into	the	nature	of	ethnic	groups	and	nations,	emphasizing	the	significance	of	their	symbolic	dimensions.	This	concept	provides	a	comprehensive	framework	for	understanding	the	emergence,	persistence,	and	evolution	of	nations,	as	well	as	the	role	of	nationalism.	By	integrating	and
expanding	on	his	previous	work	since	1986,	Smith's	approach	offers	a	crucial	supplement	and	corrective	to	prevailing	intellectual	orthodoxies	in	the	field,	addressing	key	theoretical	criticisms	and	providing	valuable	insights	for	students	and	scholars	interested	in	ethnicity,	nations,	and	nationalism.	His	work	has	been	widely	recognized,	with	notable
publications	including	"Theories	of	Nationalism"	and	contributions	to	esteemed	journals	such	as	"Nations	and	Nationalism"	and	"Nationalities	Papers".	Smith's	intellectual	journey	has	been	marked	by	a	commitment	to	exploring	the	complexities	of	nationalism,	and	his	legacy	continues	to	shape	the	field	of	nationalism	studies.
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