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The	website	thinks	you're	a	bot	due	to	your	browser's	settings.	This	might	be	caused	by	your	super-fast	browsing	speed,	disabled	cookies,	or	a	third-party	plugin	blocking	JavaScript.	Check	out	this	support	article	for	more	info.	To	regain	access,	make	sure	cookies	and	JavaScript	are	enabled	before	reloading	the	page.	---	Questions:	elementary	Wh-
questions	Questions:	intermediate	Home	Content	The	Washwoman	By	Issac	Bashevis	SingerFirst,	Some	Reflection…	1.	What	was	“The	Washwoman”	about?	Just	decide	what	the	major	topic	is	–	work	dignity,	acceptance	of	people	who	are	different,	generosity,	faith,	pride,	God’s	love	for	everyone,	persistence,	Forgiveness,	or	loyalty.	2.	Think	about	why
you	chose	that	topic.	Find	passages	in	the	story	that	make	you	focus	on	this	idea.	Write	brief	notes	explaining	your	thoughts	and	check	your	previous	responses.	Working	Together	3.	Discuss	with	other	readers	and	compare	your	answers.	As	you	talk,	note	any	differences	of	opinion	and	questions	to	discuss	further.	Characterization	•	Character	Chart	–
Characterize	the	characters	listed	belowKey	Points	of	the	Story	This	story's	about	strength	and	persistence	like	Lance	Armstrong's.	The	washwoman	showed	strength	by	still	working	hard	at	her	age,	loving	her	son	despite	his	disowning	her,	and	keeping	herself	alive.	Key	Points	of	the	Story	The	washwoman	was	a	Gentile	working	for	a	Jewish	family
among	many	others;	she	did	her	job	well	in	spite	of	hardships	–	no	faucet,	carrying	heavy	clothes	on	her	back	for	an	hour	and	a	half.	Singer	mentions	the	janitor	to	show	Jewish	families	interacted	with	Gentiles.	Key	Points	of	the	Story	The	washwoman's	son	was	rich	but	didn't	support	her.	Despite	this,	she	waited	outside	his	wedding,	showing	strength
and	unconditional	love.	Her	relationship	shows	that	no	matter	what,	she	loved	and	would	always	love	her	son.	From	The	elderly	washwoman's	struggles	and	Singer's	mother's	fears	about	their	own	children's	behavior	were	intertwined,	yet	she	still	cherished	them.	The	harsh	winter	had	left	the	washwoman	exhausted,	but	Mrs.	Singer	showed	her
kindness	by	offering	food	and	tea	to	warm	up.	Singer	described	the	washwoman's	unwavering	dedication	as	a	testament	to	humanity's	unrelenting	will	to	work	beyond	its	limits.	The	washwoman's	absence	sparked	fears	of	death,	leading	the	family	to	assume	she	had	passed	away.	In	her	stead,	Mrs.	Singer	patched	old	clothes,	only	for	the	washwoman
to	return	and	reveal	her	illness.	The	community	rallied	around	her,	but	her	strength	waned,	making	her	vow	to	finish	her	work	for	a	few	more	families	before	leaving.	Regrettably,	she	never	returned,	taking	with	her	a	lifetime	of	unrelenting	toil.	The	story	is	told	from	Singer's	perspective,	providing	an	intimate	look	into	his	experiences	and	emotions.
The	narrative	hints	at	the	importance	of	recognizing	and	valuing	hard	work,	perseverance,	and	the	struggles	that	shape	individuals'	lives.


