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Reading knitting charts

Reading knitting charts flat. Reading knitting charts with repeats. Reading lace knitting charts. Reading cable knitting charts. Reading japanese knitting charts. Reading knitting charts in the round. Reading
double knitting charts. Reading russian knitting charts. Reading knitting charts left handed. Reading fair isle knitting charts. Reading lace knitting charts in the round. Tips for reading knitting charts.

After conquering simpler knitting projects, you've taken on a more complex one, only to realize it lacks written instructions and you're struggling to decipher the chart. Don't worry! This tutorial will guide you through understanding knitting patterns, debunk common myths, and share helpful tips. You might even find yourself preferring charts over
written instructions, just like many advanced knitters do. In this guide, we'll demystify knitting charts, which are abbreviated graphic representations of instructions. When used correctly, they're more condensed and provide visual clues for experienced knitters, making printing and spotting mistakes easier. Let's dive in! Note that if you still need to
learn the basics of reading a knitting pattern, read on. Additionally, here's a post with tips for better results. Charts are not just a means to print instructions; they also allow for spotting mistakes, especially since they're typically read right-to-left (unlike our western reading order). To illustrate this, let's consider an example: you want to knit two rows
in 1x1 rib stitch. The written instructions would be: "Cast on 10 st RS: *K1, P1* WS *P1, K1*" Sounds familiar? A knitting chart for the same pattern looks like... Now we'll get into how to read this chart. As you progress in your knitting journey, patterns will become more complicated. You might want to knit a beautiful project with cable stitch or a
lace shawl with hundreds of stitches per row. In such cases, being able to read charts becomes crucial for spotting mistakes and staying on track. There are two types of people: those who need visual aids like pictures or videos and those who prefer written text or spoken word. Luckily, charts can serve both purposes! School? Maybe? Well, I'm not
asking you to do advanced math, just remember that charts have a horizontal and vertical axis. A knitting chart uses these axes too, visualizing stitches in a grid-like style where the horizontal axis counts stitches and the vertical axis counts rows. If you want to find out which stitch to knit as the 5th stitch in row 5, start at the bottom right corner of
the chart, count 5 stitches left and then 5 rows up - that's the stitch! A glance at the legend tells you it's a yarn over. Follow the red arrows in the picture above to get used to the abbreviation. This can be super helpful when spotting mistakes while knitting complicated patterns. Charts display your pattern 1:1, so if you see a weird-looking stitch a few
rows down from your current row, just move your finger to the same spot on the chart and check if you made a mistake. Knitting charts usually start at the bottom right corner because that's where you typically begin knitting your project too. The first box on the chart represents your first stitch; remember the legend says it's a purl stitch, so knit one.
The second box is blank, indicating a knit stitch. Move your finger one box left after each stitch and knit what it says. For a basic flat-knit project, look at the first two rows of an example chart. After completing the first row, turn your project around to see the second line with a "2" on the left side. This tells you to read that line from left to right - this
applies if your chart has this layout. The chart shows how the finished project will look from the right side, so you knit return rows from left to right. In most knitting patterns, the return row will show you how to knit purls and vice versa. Legends like "RS (right side) knit, WS (wrong side) purl" explain this clearly. While it may seem confusing at first,
it's actually quite simple once you get used to it. Stockinette stitch is a great example of this - on the wrong side, you'll be purling all knit stitches, yet still have a smooth surface of pure knit stitches on the right side. This pattern holds true for most knitting patterns, with only a few exceptions. Even complicated increases and decreases work in a
similar way. For instance, a p2tog leaves behind a purl stitch, which you'll then knit in the return row. The key to understanding knitting charts is realizing they're just another language to learn. Like any language, it takes time and practice to become fluent. A knitting chart is essentially a written instruction, but with symbols that look like the actual
stitches and read from right to left. Just as words for purl stitches vary in different languages (such as "Linke Masche" in German), abbreviations in knitting charts also have their own meaning. For example, k2tog is often abbreviated as "/" due to its right-leaning decrease. By learning these abbreviations and practicing with charts, you can become
proficient in reading them. p1, k1, pl and ¢| |* might seem like a secret code to outsiders, but when explained in context, they become clear instructions for knitting. Charts can be intimidating if seen as mysterious math or cryptic enigma, but they are simply a language and way of writing. There are different types of charts, including those for flat
knitting and knitting in the round. When knitting in the round, there is no wrong side, so the row counts only appear on the right side of the chart. The important thing to remember is that you read the chart from the perspective of looking at your knitting from the right side. Legends won't provide instructions for the wrong side because it doesn't
apply when knitting in the round. Some flat patterns may start on the wrong side, but there are other types of charts, such as those for intarsia and Fair Isle projects, which plot color changes rather than stitches. These charts show how the finished project will look and allow you to count boxes to determine stitch numbers. Double knitting charts
work differently, with each square representing a color on the front side and automatically the second color for the backside. Lace and cable patterns can be knit flat or in the round, but their charts only display right-side rows, which are indicated by odd-numbered rows. This simplifies the process, as it eliminates the need to chart both sides of the
fabric. Knitting stitches appear on one side as they are worked, making it unnecessary to refer to a chart for some rows. Charted increases and decreases can be more complex but are typically found on the opposite side. Some patterns use simple knit and purl sequences on the unworked side, eliminating the need for detailed charts in these areas. In
contrast, the reverse row often involves looking at the actual stitches you've created, not relying solely on a chart. When reading knitting charts, look for heavy lines or boxes that indicate repeat sections or important patterns. These visual cues can help you navigate more complex designs and find specific stitches within a larger pattern. To simplify
working with charts, consider printing them out and using post-it notes to keep track of your progress, or utilize apps like Stitch Fiddle's built-in pattern tracker. Be sure to review the chart legend carefully, as stitch abbreviations vary between languages and designers. Pay close attention to any written text accompanying the chart, as it may contain
crucial information about working with the specific design. Here are my top 5 tips to get you started with reading knitting charts: Firstly, remember that knitting charts are read from bottom to top and right to left - unlike Western texts which start from the top and proceed line by line from left to right. This might feel backwards at first, but it's
crucial to understand this difference to master chart-reading skills. When starting to read a knitting chart, locate the first stitch of the first row in your project and compare it to the chart. As you begin to see similarities, start with the bottom right corner, as that's where your cast-on tail is. The direction of chart reading depends on whether you're
working flat or in-the-round. If in-the-round, charts are always read from right to left, just like you're knitting with the working needle progressing to the left (unless you're left-handed or doing mirror knitting). If you're knitting flat, right-side rows are read from right to left and wrong-side rows from left to right. However, some charts might skip
wrong-side rows entirely, showing only every other row. This is because interesting things often happen on right-side rows, while stitches on wrong-side rows are simply worked as presented. In-the-round chart-reading is straightforward - just work the symbols and corresponding stitches one by one, progressing in the same direction and order. When
reaching the beginning of the round (often abbreviated BOR), move on to the next line in your chart. Flat charts often provide double instructions for the same chart symbol, which can be a bit challenging if you're new to working from charts. For wrong-side rows, you'll need to mentally flip the instructions, so knits become purls and vice versa -
unless the chart key provides these double instructions, in which case you should work stitches similarly on both sides of your project. However, there are some older charting conventions that buck this norm. These rare charts might read wrong-side rows as they're worked, but for most cases, be prepared to flex your mind and do mental gymnastics
when working with flat charts! For many patterns, especially those that work flat, you'll notice that the chart starts on the wrong side of the row first, in which case you should begin at the bottom left corner instead. To figure out if your chart is a traditional flat one or an in-the-round design, look for the numbers at the top. Row and round numbers
indicate whether to read from right to left. On flat knitting charts, numbers alternate sides of the row, meaning that right-side rows with numbers on the right are worked from right to left, while wrong-side rows with numbers on the left are worked from left to right. However, in-the-round charts have all round numbers positioned to the right of the
chart and read from right to left. Some charts may display columns of numbers on both sides or stacked up numbers on the right side for flat knitting charts. If you're unsure about how to work a particular chart, look at the pattern text for clues. A well-made pattern should make it clear whether the piece is worked in a flat or in-the-round format. In
simple cases, one square usually represents one stitch. However, more often than not, a single square can represent an action that may involve multiple stitches or even none at all. For example, a yarnover takes place between two stitches but still occupies one square on the chart. Similarly, decreases are often drawn within a single square but use
up two or more stitches. Charts can also be laid out so that the width of the symbol indicates how many stitches are involved in an action. In some cases, the symbol's width may not match the number of stitches it represents. Using knitting charts can be challenging due to variations in symbol usage and chart layout among different publishers. Many
companies use standardized software like Stitchmastery, but some, such as the Norwegian yarn company DROPS, employ their own conventions. This can make their patterns harder to decipher. When working with DROPS charts, it's essential to pay close attention to the chart key since symbol usage may vary within a single pattern or even for basic
stitches like purling. Unlike standardized charts, DROPS patterns often lack internal consistency and may not include row/round numbers, instead relying on repeat stitch counts indicated below or above the chart. Decreases are represented by squares equal in number to the decrease itself, which can lead to confusion with cables that are also
depicted as slanted lines or triangles. To navigate these complexities, it's crucial to carefully check the chart key for each pattern.



