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Ama	guide	to	the	evaluation	of	permanent	impairment

The	Washburn	Law	Journal	publishes	one	volume	per	academic	year,	comprising	three	issues,	with	subscription	rates	ranging	from	$30.00	to	$35.00,	depending	on	residency.	Limited	individual	copies	of	Volume	49	are	available	for	$15.00	each.	Prepayment	is	required,	and	all	shipping	charges	are	included	in	the	price.	For	inquiries	regarding
subscriptions,	contact	Washburn	Law	Journal	at	journalclaims@washburnlaw.edu	or	785.670.1692.	To	subscribe,	provide	your	name,	shipping	address,	billing	address	(if	different),	contact	person,	and	phone	number.	AMA	Guides	to	the	Evaluation	of	Permanent	Impairment	serve	as	a	reliable	framework	for	assessing	permanent	impairment,	widely
used	by	physicians,	patients,	and	legal	communities	since	2008.	AMA	Guides	Digital	offers	access	to	current	impairment	rating	information	online,	featuring	updates	for	2021,	2022,	2023,	and	the	all-new	AMA	Guides	Sixth	2024,	along	with	the	AMA	Guides	Newsletter.	The	updated	AMA	Guides	Sixth	Edition	(2024)	builds	upon	the	changes	issued	in
AMA	Guides	Sixth	2023.	It	applies	current	practices	to	musculoskeletal	content	(Chapters	15,	16,	and	17),	featuring	significant	changes	to	impairment	rating	methodology.	The	AMA	Guides	Newsletter	provides	updates,	authoritative	guidance,	and	interpretations	for	users	of	fourth,	fifth,	and	sixth	editions.	More	than	40	states	and	several	countries
recognize	the	AMA	Guides	as	an	authority	on	evaluating	permanent	impairment,	requiring	raters	to	use	the	latest	edition.	Looking	for	information	on	disability	evaluation?	Want	to	discuss	it	with	the	AMA?	Contact	us	at	[email	protected].	Get	easy	access	to	the	AMA	Guides	to	the	Evaluation	of	Permanent	Impairment	6th	Edition,	2021	tables.	Jump	to
Chapter:	Conceptual	Foundations	and	Philosophy	or	start	with	Practical	Application	of	the	Guides.	Access	the	guides	for	a	better	understanding	of	permanent	impairment	evaluation	in	different	systems	such	as:	Cardiovascular	System	Pulmonary	System	Digestive	System	Urinary	and	Reproductive	Systems	Skin	Hematopoietic	System	Endocrine
System	Ear,	Nose,	Throat,	and	Related	Systems	Visual	System	Central	and	Peripheral	Nervous	System	Mental	and	Behavioral	Disorders	Upper	Extremities	Lower	Extremities	Spine	and	Pelvis	Visit	the	following	chapters	for	more	information:	Chapter	1:	Conceptual	Foundations	and	Philosophy	Chapter	2:	Practical	Application	of	the	Guides	Chapter	3:
Pain-Related	Impairment	Chapter	4:	The	Cardiovascular	System	Chapter	5:	The	Pulmonary	System	Chapter	6:	The	Digestive	System	Chapter	7:	The	Urinary	and	Reproductive	Systems	Chapter	8:	The	Skin	Chapter	9:	The	Hematopoietic	System	Chapter	10:	The	Endocrine	System	Chapter	11:	Ear,	Nose,	Throat,	and	Related	System	Chapter	12:	The
Visual	System	Chapter	13:	The	Central	and	Peripheral	Nervous	System	Chapter	14:	Mental	and	Behavioral	Disorders	Chapter	15:	The	Upper	Extremities	Chapter	16:	The	Lower	Extremities	Chapter	17:	The	Spine	and	Pelvis	Access	the	tables	for	a	better	understanding	of	impairment	classification:	Table	1-1:	Self-Care	Table	1-2:	Hierarchy	of	Study
Types	Table	1-3:	ICF	Codes	and	Functional	Levels	Table	1-4:	Sample	Impairment	Function	Classification	Table	1-5:	Generic	Template	for	Impairment	Classification	Grids	Table	1-6:	General	Principles	for	Calculating	Impairment	Chapter	2:	Practical	Application	of	the	Guides	Tables	Chapter	3:	Pain-Related	Impairment	Tables	Chapter	4:	The
Cardiovascular	System	Tables	Chapter	5:	The	Pulmonary	System	Tables	Table	4-1:	NYHA	Functional	Classification	of	Cardiac	Disease	Table	4-2:	Relationship	of	METs	and	Functional	Class	According	to	5	Treadmill	Protocols	Table	4-3:	Energy	Expenditure	in	METs	During	Bicycle	Ergometry	Table	4-4:	Methodology	for	Determining	the	Grade	in	an
Impairment	Class	Table	4-5:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Valvular	Heart	Disease	Table	4-6:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to	Coronary	Artery	Disease	Table	4-7:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to	Cardiomyopathies	Table	4-8:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to	Pericardial	Heart	Disease	Table	4-9:	Criteria	for	Rating
Impairment	due	to	Dysrhythmias	Table	4-10:	Classification	of	Blood	Pressure	for	Adults	Table	4-11:	Criteria	for	Rating	impairment	due	to	Hypertensive	Cardiovascular	Disease	Table	4-12:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to	Peripheral	Vascular	Disease	–	Lower	Extremity	Table	4-13:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to	Peripheral	Vascular	Disease
–	Upper	Extremity	Table	4-14:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to	Diseases	of	the	Pulmonary	Artery	Table	4-15:	Cardiac	Impairment	Evaluation	Summary	Chapter	5:	The	Pulmonary	System	Tables	Table	5-1:	Impairment	Classification	of	Dyspnea	(Adapted)	Table	5-2:	Impairment	Classification	for	Prolonged	Physical	Work	Intensity	by	Oxygen
Consumption	Table	5-3:	Methodology	for	Determining	the	Grade	in	an	Impairment	Class	Table	5-4:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Pulmonary	Dysfunction	Table	5-5:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Asthma	Table	5-6:	Scale	for	Judging	Capabilities	of	Subjects	With	Cancer	Table	5-7:	Pulmonary	Impairment	Evaluation
Summary	Chapter	6:	The	Digestive	System	Tables	Table	6-1:	Impairment	Classification	of	Gastrointestinal	Symptoms	Chapter	7:	The	Urinary	and	Reproductive	Systems	Tables	Table	7-1:	Impairment	Classification	of	Urine	Output	Chapter	8:	The	Skin	Tables	Table	8-1:	Impairment	Classification	of	Skin	Lesions	Chapter	9:	The	Hematopoietic	System
Tables	Table	9-1:	Impairment	Classification	of	Anemia	Chapter	10:	The	Endocrine	System	Tables	Table	10-1:	Impairment	Classification	of	Hypothyroidism	Chapter	11:	Ear,	Nose,	Throat,	and	Related	Systems	Tables	Chapter	12:	The	Visual	System	Tables	Chapter	13:	The	Central	and	Peripheral	Nervous	System	Tables	Chapter	14:	Mental	and
Behavioral	Disorders	Tables	Chapter	15:	The	Upper	Extremities	Tables	Chapter	16:	The	Lower	Extremities	Tables	Chapter	17:	The	Spine	and	Pelvis	Table	A-1:	ICF	Codes	and	Functional	Levels	Table	A-2:	Sample	Impairment	Function	Classification	Table	A-3:	Generic	Template	for	Impairment	Classification	Grids	Table	6-1:	Desirable	Weights	for	Men
by	Height	and	Body	Build	Table	6-2:	Desirable	Weights	for	Women	by	Height	and	Body	Build	Table	6-3:	Methodology	for	Determining	the	Grade	in	an	Impairment	Class	Table	6-4:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Upper	Digestive	Tract	(Esophagus,	Stomach	and	Duodenum,	Small	Intestine,	and	Pancreas)	Disease	Table	6-5:	Criteria	for
Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Colonic	and	Rectal	Disorders	Table	6-6:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Anal	Disease	Table	6-7:	Impairments	From	Surgically	Created	Stomas	Table	6-8:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Liver	Disease	Table	6-9:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Biliary	Tract
Disease	Table	6-10:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Herniation	Table	7-1:	Methodology	for	Determining	the	Grade	in	an	Impairment	Class	Table	7-2:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Upper	Urinary	Tract	Disease	Table	7-3:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Urinary	Diversion	Disorders	Table	7-4:
Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Bladder	Disease	Table	7-5:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Urethral	Disease	Table	7-6:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Penile	Disease	Table	7-7:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Scrotal	Disease	Table	7-8:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to
Testicular,	Epididymal,	and	Spermatic	Cord	Disease	Table	7-9:	Criteria	for	Rating	Impairment	due	to	Prostate	Disease	Table	7-10:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Vulval	and	Vaginal	Disease	Table	7-11:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent	Impairment	due	to	Cervical	and	Uterine	Disease	Table	7-12:	Criteria	for	Rating	Permanent
Impairment	due	to	Fallopian	Tube	and	Ovarian	Disease	The	following	is	a	list	of	various	bodily	system	impairments	and	rating	criteria:	Endocrine	System	Impairment	(Chapters	10	&	15)	*	Disorder	ratings:	+	Hypothalamic-Pituitary	Axis	+	Thyroid	Abnormalities	+	Parathyroids	+	Adrenal	Cortex	+	Adrenal	Medulla	+	Diabetes	Mellitus	+	Hypoglycemia
+	Gonadal	Disorders	+	Mammary	Disorders	+	Metabolic	Bone	Disease	Ear,	Nose,	Throat,	and	Related	Structures	Impairment	(Chapter	11)	*	Hearing	Loss	Ratings:	+	Monaural	hearing	loss	+	Binaural	hearing	impairment	calculation	+	Vestibular	disorders	+	Facial	disorders	&/or	disfigurement	+	Air	passage	deficits	+	Mastication	and	deglutition
impairments	Visual	System	Impairment	(Chapter	12)	*	Visual	system	ratings:	+	Acuity-related	impairment	rating	+	Central	scotomata	correction	+	Reading	acuity	determination	&	impairment	rating	+	Classification	of	visual	field	impairments	Central	and	Peripheral	Nervous	System	Impairment	(Chapter	13)	*	Neurological	disorder	ratings:	+	Cerebral
impairment	combination	with	other	neurologic	disorders	+	Alteration	in	mental	status,	cognition,	and	highest	integrative	function	(MSCHIF)	rating	+	Aphasia	or	dysphasia	rating	+	Upper	extremities	impairments	due	to	CNS	dysfunction	+	Station	and	gait	disorders	rating	+	Neurogenic	bowel	rating	+	Neurogenic	bladder	rating	+	Neurogenic	sexual
dysfunction	rating	Table	of	Contents	Chapter	13:	Neurogenic	Pain	and	Dysfunction	Chapter	14:	Mental	and	Behavioral	Disorders	1	2	3	4	5	6	7	8	9	10	11	12	13	14	15	16	17	18	19	20	21	22	23	24	25	26	27	28	29	30	31	32	33	34	35	The	use	of	outdated	medical	guides	can	lead	to	inequitable	impairment	evaluations,	as	some	injuries	may	experience
significant	long-term	improvements	while	others	do	not.	To	address	this,	the	AMA	has	established	an	Editorial	Panel	to	review	and	revise	the	AMA	Guides.	This	panel	provides	a	transparent	process	for	stakeholders	to	develop	proposals	for	enhancements	based	on	advances	in	medical	science.	The	new	content	will	be	incorporated	into	the	AMA
Guides,	with	consideration	given	to	implementation	considerations	that	ensure	equitable	rating	programs.	The	AMA	is	working	tirelessly	to	bring	the	latest	medical	advancements	to	patients	and	physicians	across	various	jurisdictions.	To	achieve	this	goal,	they're	simplifying	access	to	cutting-edge	medicine	through	digital	platforms,	making	it	easier
for	healthcare	professionals	to	stay	updated.	These	digital	solutions	not	only	enhance	evaluation	quality	but	also	reduce	administrative	burdens	on	physicians.	Historically,	implementing	new	medical	practices	has	been	met	with	resistance	due	to	non-medical	hurdles	such	as	regulatory	and	legal	challenges.	To	better	understand	these	obstacles,	the
AMA	has	initiated	a	broad	discussion	among	stakeholders	from	regulatory	bodies,	legal	communities,	and	international	partners.	This	inclusive	approach	aims	to	overcome	existing	barriers	and	ensure	that	all	members	of	the	AMA	Guides	community	have	a	say	in	shaping	its	future.	The	AMA	is	committed	to	engaging	with	various	organizations	to
discuss	how	together	they	can	advance	medical	practices	and	bring	about	positive	change.	If	you're	interested	in	participating	in	this	conversation,	please	reach	out	to	us	at	[email	protected].	To	stay	informed	and	share	valuable	insights	with	your	constituents,	download	our	AMA	Guides	handouts	here.
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