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A total of 94 species of butterflies have been recorded in Erie County. Eighty species have been recorded on Presque Isle State Park.
The status and distribution of butterflies often fluctuate within a few to many years. The changing environment also affects butterfly
populations. The status and distribution of many species of butterflies listed in the checklist appear to have gone through dramatic
changes in the last 30 years. At Presque Isle State Park at least 31 species of butterflies have not been recorded on the park during
that period. Fourteen species of butterflies, shaded in the checklist, have not been recorded anywhere in the county in the last 30
years. Continued surveying should be conducted annually in the county and on the park to maintain a regular account of their status
and distribution.

The common names follow the North American Butterfly Association (NABA) Checklist & English Names of North American

Butterflies. The scientific names are those published in Pelham, Jonathan P., 2008. A Catalogue of the Butterflies of the United
States and Canada. Journal of Research on the Lepidoptera Vol. 40: 1-672 pp.

Status codes, first column:

Species observed only at intervals of
several years.

Species that irregularly immigrates into the county.
Not observed every year.

Species Known to have occurred in the county,
but little or no data available.

F ettt ettt et e sttt s et b bt s e st Formerly

Species has not been recorded in the last
30 years.

In the second column an “X” marks the species that have been recorded on Presque Isle State Park. An “F” in front of the “X”

indicates the species has not been recorded on Presque Isle State Park in the last 30 years.
Those species shaded have not been recorded anywhere in the county in at least the last 30 years.
Those species in bold face are new additions to the county in the last 30 years.

In the seasonal distribution section, a column is used for each month of the year (January is the only month in which no butterfly has

been recorded in Erie County). A solid dark bar following a species passes through the months in which that species has been
recorded. A dot following a species indicates a single record.

Butterflies coded DU, R, L, or S should be reported to the compiler at:
3508 Allegheny Road

Erie, Pennsylvania 16508-2129

jerrymcw@aol.com


mailto:jerrymcw@aol.com
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[ status [ Pisp

Seasonal Distribution

Swallowtails (Family Papilionidae)

DEC

Sulphurs and whites (Family Pieridae

Pipevine Swallowtail (Battus philenor) S X
Zebra Swallowtail (Eurytides marcellus) FX
Black Swallowtail (Papilio polyxenes) u X
Eastern Giant Swallowtail (Heraclides cresphontes) LU X
Canadian Tiger Swallowtail types (Heraclides canadensis) LU X
Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (Pterourus glaucus) C X
Spicebush Swallowtail (Pterourus troilus) X
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R FX
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FR FX
Gray Hairstreak (Strymon melinus)
White M Hairstreak (Parrhasius m-album) M
Marine Blue (Leptotes marina)
Eastern Tailed-Blue (Cupido comyntas)
Northern Spring Azure (Celastrina lucia) - M
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Common Buckeye (Junonia coenia)
U




Baltimore Checkerspot (Euphydryas phaeton) LC FX _
| [Silvery Checkerspot (Chlosyne nycteis) DU

Harris' Checkerspot (Chlosyne harrisii) DU
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Least Skipper (Ancyloxypha numitar) " FX
European Skipper (Thymelicus lineola) - X
QOcola Skipper ( ina ocola) o X
Pepper and Salt Skipper (Amblyscirtes hegon) - X
Common Roadside-Skipper (Amblyscirtes vialis) . FX
| |Fiery Skipper (Hylephila phyleus) N X
Leonard's Skipper (Hesperia leonardus) - X
Indian Skipper (Hesperia sassacus) o FX
Peck's Skipper (Polites coras) : ik
Tawny-edged Skipper (Polites themistocles) o ~
Crossline Skipper (Polites origenes) 2 F
Long Dash (Polites mystic) u F
Northern Broken-Dash (Polites egeremet) M
Little Glassywing (Vernia verna) c
Huron Sachem {Atalopedes huron)
Hobomok Skipper (Lon hobomok) c
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