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C
INTRODUCTION

The Idea Behind the project




What is Kuyo?

KOyo is a conceptual Japanese rooftop dining experience designed as both a restaurant brand and a mobile
reservation app. It blends modern Japanese cuisine, skyline views, and seamless tech. All wrapped in an elevated
brand that feels refined, serene, and unforgettable.

Why a Japanese rooftop restaurant app?

This idea started as a fictional restaurant concept for a UX certification project. | created detailed app wireframes
focused on making the reservation experience feel smooth, modern, and luxurious. But | didn't want to stop at
UX. | saw the potential to turn this into a full brand. One that could capture everything | loved about the
atmosphere of rooftop dining, Japanese food culture, and visual storytelling.




The Spark Behind Kuyo

Once the initial app wireframes were complete, | wanted to take the concept further and flesh it out as a fully
branded experience. | conducted user research and testing to validate the app’s flow, making sure it felt smooth,

intuitive, and user-friendly. Feedback from testers helped me refine the structure and make thoughtful UX
decisions.

At the same time, | started visualizing KOy0 as a real place. | imagined a rooftop restaurant in Columbus with
moody lighting, cherry blossoms, and elevated Japanese flavors. That vision became the foundation for
everything that followed, including the name.




Naming the Brand, Defining the Vibe

When searching for the right name, | wanted something that captured the feeling of dining under a glowing
sky. It needed to be atmospheric, a little mysterious, and quietly radiant.

| discovered the kanji combination 2B, read as Klyo. The first character, 22 (kQ), means sky or emptiness. The
second, b5 (y0), means sunlight or warmth. Together, they suggest a poetic idea of sky radiance. Subtle light
drifting through the evening sky.

The name felt like the perfect match for a rooftop dining experience. It evokes the warm glow of city lights, the
calm energy of twilight, and the elevated tone of the brand. KGyd became more than just a name. It defined the
feeling | wanted people to have the moment they arrived.




STRATEGY

Building a concept grounded in people, purpose, and experience.




Competitive Analysis

In researching the Columbus restaurant market, | drew inspiration from Mandrake Rooftop, one of the city's most
well-known upscale rooftop destinations. While Mandrake is admired for its vibrant atmosphere and panoramic
views, | noticed key opportunities for innovation that Kayd could uniquely fulfill.

Most high-end restaurants in Columbus, including Mandrake, prioritize ambiance and social experience, but few,
if any, offer an integrated app that allows customers to reserve a table, pre-order food, and skip the wait entirely.

In fact, most restaurants either don't have a native app at all or rely on third-party services like DoorDash, Uber
Eats, or OpenTable, which creates a fragmented and impersonal experience. Kiyo changes that by offering a
unified platform that puts control in the guest's hands, from dining preferences to arrival timing.




Target Audience

KQyo is designed for modern diners who seek more than just a meal. They want an experience. Our core
audience values aesthetics, convenience, and cultural richness, and they're drawn to elevated environments

where every detail feels intentional.
Primary Demographic
1. Ages 21-40
2. Urban professionals, creatives, and design-conscious diners
3. Tech-savvy and mobile-first
4, Columbus-based or surrounding metro areas

5. Interested in Japanese cuisine, rooftop settings, and curated experiences




BUILIDING THE BRAND

Crafting a visual and emotional identity from concept to execution.




MOON BOARD
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FINAL LOGO
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C
DIGITAL EXPERIENCE

Designing the tools to bring Kuyo to life, online and in hand.




WIREFRAMES
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LOW-FIDELITY PROTOTYPE
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C
USER TESTING

Testing The User Flow




18

Use the app frequently

App is unnecessarily complex
Feature is easy to use

Need technical support
Functions well integrated
Inconsistency in app

Learn app quickly

Confident using app

Need to learn a lot

Reservation flow is clear

KUYO App Usability Testing Summary
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C
FINAL DESTGN

The App & Landing Page




APP PROTOTYPE

Welcome Back!

Sign in to continue your journey

Phone/Email

Password

Forgot Password?

Make An Account

o

Sign In With

e Gf X

1:30

Your Location
Q Columbus, OH 43230 ‘ 6

WHERE, THE NIGHT BEGING

Step into the glow, reserve your evening at Kiyd:

Start Your Reservation
Em Pickup

Delivery

Weekly Specials

Yuzu Miso Salmon - 18

o w

Yuzu Miso Salmon - 18

Get Directions

Your Location
Q Columbus, OH 43230 ‘ ﬁ

MENU
& i

Sharables Starters Sushi

JF -

Drinks & cocktails

Tokyo Street Skewers - 22

dy

O, oy
€ 4-8 () 155-160 per serving

Add To Basket

Housemade Gyoza - 18

o
©23 € s060kclporcumping

Add To Basket

Sushi Board - 40

1:30

Your Location

Q Columbus, OH 43230

Happy Hour

Enjoy discounted drinks and
small bites daily from 4-6 PM.

Late Night Bites

Special after-hours menu served
9-11 PM, perfect for night owls.
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LANDING PAGE
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curated cocktalls, and an atmosphere designed for unforgettable

= = nights. Whether you're joining us for a casual dinner, a special
GK | | >/O Aboutiiis: | “Contact occasion, or a late-night bite, KUYO offers an experience as bold

and elevated as the city around us.
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Fresh Food Exceptional Service Convenience
Why Choose Us We uss only the freshest deliver 5 dining experience Reserve and pre-arder

dients, prapared daily that's as memorabl Skip the wait and dina on
h, the meal,

UPCOMING & DAILY EVENTS

Order Ahead, Skip the Wait

Here's how it works:

© ® ®

Happy Hour

Enjoy discounted drinks and
small bites daily from 4-6 PM.

Reserve Your Table Pre-Order Your Favorites Dine & Enjoy Late Night Bites
Book your spot through our app. Browsa the menu, order ahead, and Walk in,sit dowin, and enjoy your meal aftehoursimeneod
Choase your time and party size. we'llhave it ready when you arrive, — no waiting required.

9-11 PM, perfect for night owls.

Download The App
View Upcoming Events

ABOUT k(YO

At KOYO, we blend modern Japanese flavors with skyline views in
the heart of Columbus. Inspired by the vibrant energy of rooftop
dining in Tokyo, our space brings together handcrafted dishes,

curated cocktails, and an atmosphere designed for unforgettable
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Q 915 Summit Avenue. @ Weekdays - dpm 1o 11pm R, 6141234567
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MOCKUPS

& yo Menu About us Contact Start A Reservation
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Order Ahead, Skip the Wait
Hare's how it mork
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Download The App.

ABOUT KUYO

Pre-Order Your Favorites Dine & Enjoy

Browse the menu, order ahead, and Walk in, sit dovin, and enjoy your meal




C
SOCIAL MEDIA

Instagram Posts




INSTAGRAM POSTS

ORDER AHEAD.
DINE YOUR WAY.
Skip th

Q 999k Q99K Y/ 99.9K

pre-order your favorites with the KUYO app. Your table’s
reserved. Your food's ready. All that's left? You showing up.
#0H #KiyoDining #C

#RooftopVibes #JapaneseCuisine

Jnstagram
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YOUR NIGHT OUT,
REDEFINED

www.kuyocolumbus.com

Q 999k Q99K Y 99.9K [Nl

Modern Japanese flavors, skyline views, and a vibe you won't forget.
Reserve your table. Pre-order your meal.
Show up. We'll handle the rest.
g ok i @
#JapaneseCuisine #SkylineVibes




INSTAGRAM POSTS

YOUR NIGHT OUT,
REDEFINED

Sip, taste, and vibe above the city, where
every night feels like something worth celebrating.

V-

www.kuyocolumbus.com

ORDER AHEAD.
DINE YOUR WAY.

Skip the wait and savor the experience

Download The App
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