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Jessie White returns to SCELP after 5 years with the Coastal Conservation 
League. Jessie previously worked for SCELP as a staff attorney from 2013-
2020, and we are excited to welcome her back as a senior attorney. Jessie 
has gained extensive coastal policy experience during her time away from 
SCELP and has anchored several major environmental initiatives, including 
successful opposition to the Pine Island development in Beaufort County.
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Welcome, Jessie & Shelby!Welcome, Jessie & Shelby!

StaffStaff

While we’re sad to say goodbye to Elizabeth Testa, our communications 
manager for the past 3.5 years, we’re excited to welcome Shelby Cohen to 
the team. Shelby comes to us with extensive experience directing nonprofit 
communications, graphic design and storytelling. With a background in 
environmental education and a Master’s in Global Sustainability, Shelby 
brings creativity and subject matter expertise to the role.
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Fifteen years. Both a very long time, and not much time at all. When I 
was fifteen, I was convinced I knew everything. Now, having just passed 
my fifteenth anniversary as SCELP’s Executive Director, I’m sure of only 
one thing: there’s always more to learn.

Over the years, I’ve come to deeply appreciate the incredible mix of 
people who make up the SCELP community. Some of you are reading 
your very first newsletter, getting to know us for the first time. Others 
have stood beside us through hurricanes, fires and the many challenges 
that shaped our organization’s story.

For much of SCELP’s history, our staff numbered just one to three 
people. When I joined as a staff attorney, I was only the second in our 
history. In 2010, as a new Executive Director, one of my first actions 
was to hire our third attorney — a small but meaningful milestone on 
the path that led us here. Many of you have been part of that journey, 
and your steadfast support has been key to our growth and success.

As I reflect on these fifteen years, I’m filled with profound gratitude. 
So many of my closest relationships, my perspective on the world and 
my sense of purpose have been shaped by this work. Most of all, I’m 
thankful for the platform SCELP has given me – and all of us – to do 
good.

It’s easy to feel overwhelmed by the scale of the challenges before us. But 
together, we continue to meet them head-on. With your support, SCELP 
continues to fight back in the name of our forests, wildlife, rivers and 
wetlands, at a time when protecting those resources feels more perilous 
than ever. Your support is not just appreciated, it’s indispensable.

Thank you – for the past fifteen years, for your trust and for the future 
we’re building together. This newsletter offers a glimpse into the 
incredible work our team carries out every day, thanks to you.

Here’s to the road ahead, and to continuing this journey together.

On the cover: 
Photograph of Table Rock 

by Sean Pavone

Amy E. ArmstrongAmy E. Armstrong
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Director’s NoteDirector’s Note
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SCELP attorneys Lauren Megill Milton and Leslie 
Lenhardt spent five grueling days in trial on behalf 
of the Coastal Conservation League, urging the 
Administrative Law Court to uphold a Department 
of Environmental Services (DES) Enforcement 
Order. Their persistence paid off. On October 23, 
2025, the Administrative Law Judge ordered a plan 
for the removal of the illegal seawall.

This case began when Isle of Palms property 
owner Rom Reddy constructed two unauthorized 
concrete seawalls reinforced with rebar, foam 
and other materials between September 2023 
and February 2024, despite three cease and desist 
orders from DES and without obtaining a permit.

Seawalls have been banned on South Carolina 
beaches since the 1988 Beachfront Management 
Act, after the legislature found that such 
structures fail to prevent erosion and instead 
accelerate the loss of dry sand beaches. Because 

CASE VICTORY

Court Orders Removal of Illegal  Court Orders Removal of Illegal  
Isle of Palms SeawallIsle of Palms Seawall

of this long-standing prohibition, DES initiated 
an enforcement action and SCELP intervened 
to defend the public’s interest on behalf of the 
Coastal Conservation League.

Judge Ralph King Anderson III presided over 
the trial this spring. In his late-October ruling, 
the Judge recognized that Reddy’s illegal seawall 
has had a deleterious effect on the public beach 
and will continue to negatively impact the public 
interest if not removed. Anderson recognized 
that erosion control structures “have increased 
the vulnerability of beachfront property to 
damage from wind and waves while contributing 
to the deterioration and loss of the dry sand beach 
which is so important to the tourism industry.” 
He concluded that “it is evident that hard erosion 
control devices are generally regarded in this State 
as harmful to the coastal environment, particularly 
when placed in close proximity and/or adjacent 
to the beach and the beach/dune system.”

Isle of Palms home with a seawall extending well onto the public beach.
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While Reddy disputed the seawall’s harm, Judge 
Anderson made clear: “I respectfully disagree.”

Agreeing with the Coastal Conservation 
League and DES, the Judge determined that the 
seawall accelerates erosion and worsens beach 
deterioration. He wrote that “in cases such as here, 
where a beach continues to erode, structures like 
Respondent’s [Reddy] cause a loss of dry sand in 
adjacent areas – a consequence which will result 
in further loss of public access laterally along the 
beach past the structure...It is the fundamental 
responsibility of the Department, and therefore 
this Court, to protect the public’s interest in the 
coastal zone.” 

The law is clear: erosion is a natural process that 
becomes a significant problem only when man-
made structures are built too close to the beach and 
dune system. SCELP is extremely pleased that the 
Court reaffirmed the long-standing prohibition on 
seawalls, protecting a policy that has safeguarded 
our beaches for more than 30 years.

Still, the ruling leaves important issues unresolved. 
Judge Anderson struck down the $289,000 fine 
imposed by DES, a decision that could embolden 
others to construct illegal seawalls. He also made 
misguided findings about the definition of “critical 
area,” overlooked Reddy’s willful disregard of 
multiple cease and desist orders, and failed to 
impose a clear timeline for removing the seawall.

SCELP attorneys are evaluating next steps to 
ensure that enforcement actions remain strong 
and that the wall is removed swiftly.

While this kind of f lagrant violation should never 
have occurred, your support allows SCELP to step 
in and use one of our most valuable legal tools for 
protecting public beaches. 

The Court reaffirmed 
the long-standing 

prohibition on seawalls,  
protecting a policy that 
has safeguarded South 
Carolina’s beaches for 

more than 30 years.

Loggerhead hatchlings and other wildlife can be negatively 
impacted by seawalls. Photo by Witt Langstaff.
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To build a new landfill in South Carolina, a de-
veloper must prove that it’s needed. State law is 
clear: “No permit to construct a new solid waste 
management facility or to expand an existing 
one may be issued until a demonstration of need 
is approved.” It’s a sensible requirement, and 
one SCELP has fought hard to defend.

Over the years, developers have repeatedly tried 
to sidestep environmental protections by ex-
ploiting legal loopholes. In this case, a narrow 
exemption to the Demonstration of Need (DON) 
rule was created to let very old landfills – those 
predating state landfill laws – be “replaced” 
once without a DON. It was meant as a reason-
able grandfather provision, easing the transition 
for long-established operations.

But at Rabbit Hill, this small exemption has been 
stretched beyond recognition. The proposed 
293-acre landfill, located in an abandoned clay 
mine riddled with deep pits, would hold an almost 
unthinkable volume of waste. And it’s not needed.

Instead of proving need, the developers bought 
an old, nearly full 2.3-acre private landfill – used 
only by a single company – and claimed the mas-

CASE UPDATE

The Rabbit Hill LoopholeThe Rabbit Hill Loophole
sive Rabbit Hill project would “replace” it. Using 
this loophole, they sought to bypass the state’s 
DON requirement entirely.

Astonishingly, our state environmental agency 
and the Administrative Law Court have allowed 
this to move forward. In October, we received 
word that our challenge to the permit had been 
denied, meaning a landfill that fails the basic test 
of necessity is poised to break ground near Aiken.

But the fight is far from over. SCELP and our part-
ners have filed an appeal to defend the integrity 
of the DON rule – a cornerstone protection that 
prevents communities and natural areas from 
being buried under unnecessary landfills. This 
legal challenge is our beacon of hope, a sign that 
the system can still work for the people and the 
environment.

Sadly, it’s no coincidence that this new me-
ga-landfill is planned for Horse Creek Valley – 
an area long treated as Aiken County’s dumping 
ground. Local journalist Laura Lance has power-
fully chronicled this history in The Aiken Chroni-
cles, an exceptional example of community-based 
reporting that we highly recommend reading.

Photo by Perytsky.
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Last fall, Judge Mary Geiger Lewis ruled that the 
Department of Energy and the National Nuclear 
Security Administration violated the National En-
vironmental Policy Act (NEPA) in our case chal-
lenging the agencies’ plan to produce plutonium 
pits for nuclear cores at the Savannah River Site.

Following the ruling, the Defendants agreed to 
conduct a new Programmatic Environmental Im-
pact Statement (PEIS) to properly review the en-
vironmental and public health consequences of 
their pit production program – and to pause cer-
tain activities at the Savannah River Site during 
that process. This was a significant legal victory, 
affirming the importance of transparency, ac-
countability and public participation in federal 
decision-making.

Since then, we have shifted our focus to the new 
PEIS review, submitting formal comments during 
the scoping phase this spring and remaining in 
close contact with our clients and allies as we await 
the draft PEIS, expected as early as next year.

In June, SCELP was honored to receive an award 
from the Alliance for Nuclear Accountability in 
Washington, D.C. for our work on this ground-
breaking NEPA case. Then, an even more sur-
prising invitation arrived: the Nobel Peace Cen-
ter in Oslo, Norway, asked SCELP and our clients 
to prepare a presentation for the Nobel Peace 
Conference on August 6 – the 60th anniversary 
of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima. Confer-
ence organizers saw our NEPA case as a power-
ful example of how a small but determined legal 
team can use the courts to advance the cause of 
a nuclear-free world.

We quickly accepted the opportunity, collaborat-
ing with our clients across the country and work-
ing with our team to produce a video presenta-
tion that was shown at the Conference. According 
to our contact at the Nobel Peace Center, the pre-
sentation was “exactly what they were hoping 
for” and was warmly received by attendees.

CASE VICTORY

Plutonium Pit Plutonium Pit 
Case Gains Global Case Gains Global 
RecognitionRecognition

While SCELP doesn’t pursue cases for accolades, 
it is deeply gratifying to see our work recog-
nized both nationally and internationally for its 
broader impact. Your continued support makes 
this possible, allowing our small South Caroli-
na-based team to inf luence local environmental 
justice and the global conversation on peace and 
nuclear disarmament.

Scan the QR 
code to watch 
our video about 
the case

Aerial of Savannah River Site with Georgia Power’s Plant Vogtle  
in the background.
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Thank You for SupportingThank You for Supporting
Environmental Protection Environmental Protection 
and Justice!and Justice!
CONTRIBUTIONS RECEIVED FROM NOVEMBER 1, 2024 – OCTOBER 31, 2025.

GRANTS
Beaufort Fund of the Coastal 
Community Foundation of SC
Frances P. Bunnelle Foundation
Gaylord and Dorothy Donnelley

Foundation
Charles & Mary Grant Charitable

Foundation
The Joanna Foundation
Jolley Foundation
Pathfinder Foundation
Patrick Family Foudnation
Robert F. Schumann Foundation
South Carolina Bar Foundation
Sisters of Charity Foundation of

South Carolina
Tortuga Charitable Foundation
Yawkey Foundation

HONOR/MEMORIALS 
In honor of LaBruce Alexander:

Dennis Keely
In honor of Amy Armstrong:

Kelli Kenison, Wendy Kulick, Joan 
Meacham, Stephanie Norris

In memory of Gail Armstrong:
Deborah Shea, Kathy Baptiste

In honor of Baha’i Faith: 
Jerome Glassman

In memory of Kay Bonnoitt: 
Martha Hamel

In honor of T. Heyward Carter, III:
Margaret Carter 

In memory of Jimmy Chandler: 
Lawrence Lumpkin

In memory of Tolly Jared Courson:
Rowena Courson Nyland

In honor of Melissa Hutson Davis:
Michele Mellett

In memory of Dr. John Mark Dean:
Keller Barron, Guy Jones, River 
Runner Outdoor Center, Gwendelyn 
Geidel, Suzanne Thorpe, Judy S. 
Johnson, Ardis M. Savory, Regina 
Moody, Robert Howard, Don 
Dean, Robert Jesselson, Dorothy 
Marchant, John Hodge, Sarah 
Woodin, Kenneth Perkins, Madilyn 
Fletcher, Susan Hilfer, Jerry Dell 
Gimarc

In honor of Jim Flannagan: 
Sharon Turner

In memory of James Harper:
Christine Maw

In honor of Jake Huber: Niki Doucet
In memory of Fannie Hungerford:

Langdon Long
In memory of Mrs. Betty Jackson: 

Langdon Long
In memory of Dean Jackson: 

Peter Jackson
In honor of Tom Kester: Kenneth & 

Martha Severens, Viktor Hanuska
In honor of Wendy Kulick: 

Debbie Anderson
In memory of William M. Lemmon,

MD: Jane Moore
In memory of Alan Martinez: 

Michael Martinez
In honor of Will McDow: 

Clarkson McDow
In honor of Walton McLeod, III: 

Jane Przybysz 
In memory of Arthur Morehead:

Angie Swearingen
In memory of John M. Outz: 

Langdon Long
In honor of Dr. Dwayne Porter: 

Kelli Kenison
In memory of Elizabeth Russell

Smiley: James W Smiley, III
In Memory of Mark St. Louis: 

Nancy Jones Lowe	
In honor of Robin & Jenny Welch:

Rod Welch
In memory of Sam Wheeler: 

Kathy Reid
In memory of Thomas Young:

Lauren Nicholson, Annette 
Sherman, Jeannette Wilson, Susan 
Marcus, D. Frank Haygood, Beverly 
Gumb, Erskine Trayham

$10,000+
Jim & Kathie Barr
Henry M. Blackmer Foundation, Inc.
Keith Bowers & Christel Cothran
Nancy Cave
Frances Close
Richard & Barbara Cross
Harry Dalton & Katherine Brabham
Shari Del Do
Margaret & Jon Fabri
William Dehler Hart
Paul & Carmela Haklisch
Susan Hilfer
Glenn & Heather Hilliard
Anna Kate Hipp
Bill & Liz Igleheart
Dennis & Lin Keely
Tom & Sandy Kester
Fritz & Kelly Lance
Doug Lashley
Lawrence Lumpkin
Joann Marino
Dennis & Fran Nolan
Fred & Alice Stanback
Susan Tarantino
James C. Thompson
Davis Whitfield-Cargile

$5,000 - $9,999
Johnny & Scott Adams
Carolyn Agnew
Frank & Ranlet Bell
Lee Carpenter
Ernst Csiszar & JoAnn Turnquist
Mark & Buffie DuPuis
Pat Gilmartin
Rajan & Suman Govindan
Allen & Nikki Grumbine
Stephen Hanson
David & Maureen Harmon
Paul & Joanne Hennessy
Bill & Emmy Holt
Kiawah Conservancy
Larry Kerr & Jean Arrants
Harriet & Herbert Keyserling

Endowment of Coastal Community
Foundation of SC

Nord Family Foundation
Mills Bee Lane Memorial Foundation
Hugh C. Lane Jr.
Barry & Jill Lieberman
Kelly Lowry
Justin & Emily Lucey
Jimmy & Terri Martin
Gretta McCall & Richard T. Lynch
Jacqueline Michel
Scott Phillips
Carla Pinckney
Michael & Virginia Prevost

George W. Rogers & Connally S.
Rogers Fund

Michael & Kathy Roys
Jerry & Missy Schulze
John & Christine Shippee
Susie Thorpe & John Baynes
Greg & Laura VanDerwerker
Karen Wells

$2,500 - $4,999
Michael Allen & Jane Wooten
Elizabeth Altman
Fred & Mary Jo Armbrust
Nancy K. Barrett
Rusty & Anne Bennett
Scott & Jessica Bieler
Charles & Neely Blackmon
Conor Stark Duggan
Greg Garvan & Priscilla Quirk
Terry Grayson Caprio & Michael

Caprio
Holly Hook & Dennis Glaves
Arlene Jacquette
Peter & Susan Kalivas
James McMahan & Janet Swigler
Mary Alice Monroe
Richard Moore & Robin Morris
R. Henry & Charlotte Moore
Frank & Linda Nutter
Jane Przybysz
Kathy & Don Reid
Gillian Roy
Kenneth & Martha Severens
Julian Ruffin & Anne Sinclair
Gaye Stathis
Jody & Anne Tamsberg
Rod & Anne Welch
Keith Williamson

$1,000 - $2,499
Nancy Appel & Mitchell Sadoff
Amy Armstrong
Richard & Cheryl Artz
Marguerite Assey
Ford Bartholow
John & Barbara Barton
Leslie & Mac Bennett
Bill Brabson
William & Karen Brown
Jonathan Buchan
James Bulak
Mary Bull
Thomas Clements
Mildred Collins
Mark Essig & Martha Craft-Essig
Joe & Elise Crosby
Hannah Dantzscher
Lesly Davidson
Ned Hettinger & Bev Diamond
Mark Dukes
Rick & Bridget Eckerd
Scott Evans
Davis & Kathy Folsom
George & Elizabeth Geer
Kyle & Carol Gilley
Meghan Gloyd
Lise Temple Greenberg & Steven

Greenberg
Thomas Gross & Susan Hamilton
Eleanor Hare
Elliott Hart
Elizabeth & Timothy Hazel
Thomas E. Hearon III
Rob & Ann Hendricks
Barbara Irons
Lin Jay
Beverly Jennings
John & Susan Joseph
Lucas Kasle
William Kee & Franklin Lee
Paul Keyserling
Judie Klapholz
John Klintworth & Jackie McGee
Tom & Wendy Kulick
Montague & Ann Laffitte
Jim & Sabrina Lampe
Erik & Caitlin Lang

Charles & Brenda Larsen
Jeff & Patti Leath
John & Paula Loftis
James Mallow & Deborah Heller
Marquette & Michelle Mapp
Ronald Maxwell Esq.
Gene & Lucy McCall
Alice & Scott McCrary
Clarkson & Mary Ann McDow
Pat & Garland McWhirter
Johanna Miller
Jay & Jennifer Mills
Stephen & Sheila Moore
Mary Kay Moore
Pat Munson
David & Deborah Oyster
Keith & Ann Palmer
Steve & Kathy Parks
Henry & Lillian Parr
Eric Peterson
The Pew Charitable Trusts
John Peterson
Jan & Sara Lynn Postma
Cynthia Swanson Powell
David Quick
Gary & Sheila Quigley
Hilda Rabon
Marjorie Rath
Filippo & Lauren Ravalico
Diana Reed & Mary Adkins
Leon & Jan Rice
Terry Ann Rickson Esq.
Douglas Robinson Esq.
Ame Sanders
Ardis M. Savory
Robert Schofield III
Norm & Linda Sharp
David Shi
David & Kathy Smoley
Gregory & Cheryl Sprole
Ann Nolte & Henry Stallworth
Tom & JoAnn Stickler
William & Kristina Strosnider
Susan Sullivan
Michael Swomley
Stephen & Barbara Thomas
Rich Thomas
Amelia Thompson
Joseph & Sharon Turner
William Turner
Skip Van Bloem & Stephanie

Whitmire
John & Susan Van Horn
Kent & Diane Vannier
Lynne Vicary
Jim & Mary Watkins
Richard Watkins
Susan Webb
Sally Webb
Joe Whetstone & Janet Wedlock
Kent Wicker & Karen Quinn
Blake & Harriet Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Edwin D. Williamson, Jr
Rachael Zufall

$250 - $999 
Elizabeth Adams
Dana Advocaat
LaBruce Alexander
Dennis & Wendy Allen
Thomas & Carol Anderson
Richard Austin
Frances Jo Baker
Karen Baker
David & Kathy Baptiste
Tim & Peggy Barnes
Danirose Barry
Boris Bauer
Martha Beck
Jerry Beck
Colin & Ann Bentley
Rebecca Bessinger
Elizabeth Blood
Bill & Fran Bollin
Tez  Bonnoitt
Laura Booth
Anne Bosch
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J. Hartley & Dorothy Bowen
Nancy Bracken
Peggy Brock
Charlie & Sally Brodhead
Tim Brown
Rebecca Bruff
Jay Bultz
John & Sandra Bundy
Scott & Gayle Butler
Kenneth & Linda Button
Matt & Debbie Cabell
Michael Cameron & Darlene Adams
J. Robert & Paulette Cantey
James Carroll
Nanette Carter
George & Sandy Cartledge
Margaret Chamberlain
John & Alice Claggett
Bill & Veronica Clark
Malcolm Clay
Denise Collins
Sandra Conroy
Gary & Teresa Corley
Bruce & Judy Coull
Susan Cox
William Kyle Cox Jr.
Alison Creagh
Richard & Barbara Cullerton
Mary Beth Davison
Don Dean
Jack & Sandi Dent
Ashley DesMarteau
Mary DeVey
Niki Doucet
Steve & Judy Doyle
William E. Dufford
Michael & Ann Marie Dwyer
Linda Elmore
Carol Brittain Ervin
John Ervin
Mollie & J. Henry Fair
Judy Drew Fairchild
Susan Felder
Robert & Linda Feller
Jeffrey & Lynn Fishback
Marc & Valerie Fisher
Thomas & Amy Fortner
Wally & Jo Fortuna
Thomas Fox
Palmer & Jane Freeman
Derek & Inger Fyfe
Brooks & Carol Gallagher
Gwendelyn Geidel
Kathryn George
Nancy Gibbes
Benjamin & Jerry Dell Gimarc
Jean & Sonny Graves
Kay Grinnell
Kirk Gruber & Martha Hamel
Wayne & Maggie Grzecki
Bob Guild & Nancy Barton
Elizabeth & Maybank Hagood
Glen & Jo Ann Hall
Cary Hall & Pam Putnam
Beth Harwood
Trava Hendrix
Robert & Carla Higgins
Louis & Christy Hipp
John & Sharon Hodge
Stephen & Susan Hoffius
Fred & Helen Holland
Mark & Sally Huguley
Harford W. Igleheart Esq.
Harriet & David Ike
Edie & Peter Jackson
John Jay James II
Tim Jarosch
Mark Tompkins & Trish Jerman
Benjamin Johnson
Susan Johnson
Guy Jones & Cynthia Flynn
River Runner Outdoor Center
Lawrence & Marsha Karniski
Paul & Mary Jo Karre
Debbie & Joe Kasle
Natalie Kaufman & David Whiteman
Alice & Rusty Kendall
Kelli Kenison

Nancy Kenny
Linda & Larry Ketron
Andy & Betsy Kinghorn
Craig Kridel
Polly Kyle
Charles & Virginia Lane
Leah LeClerc
Sean & Laura Lee
Katherine Leiden
Lanneau & Mary Lide
Bess Lochocki
Buzz & Lydia Lochocki
Langdon & Jessie Long
Cynthia Lowe
Dana Lucchesi
Judy Madden
Michael & Joanne Marcell
Susan Martin
Susan Marus
Jeffrey Mason
Sally Mayse
Thomas McCain
Will & Leslie McDow
Eileen McGuffie & Meta Carter
John McLeod
Cecily McMillan
George & Mimi Meriwether
Sara Mesirow
Jerry Meyer Jr.
David & Sarah Michaux
Terry & Marsha Millar
Leslie Ann Minerd
John Haynes & Jayne Moffatt
Jennifer Mook
Cynthia Mynatt
Unity Myrtle Beach
William Naylor
Christopher Newton
Stephanie & Edgar Norris
Rowena Courson Nylund
Maggie Ornduff
John Osguthorpe
Coleman & Virginia Owens
Kevin Payne
Kenneth Perkins
Joe & Joy Pinson
Patricia & Harry Polychron
Catherine Powell
Joey & Stacy Rabon
Lowell & Martha Dee Rausch
Karen Ray
Layton Register
Ann & Bill Robinson
Charles Curt Rone Jr.
Grace G. Roosevelt
David & Karen Ruef
Lawrence Rutkowski
Sara Sacco & David Scholz
Anella Sansbury
Peggy Schachte & Hal Currey
Jeffrey Schutz & Charlotte Caldwell
Anna & John Magann
Al & Mary Segars
Troy & Marilyn Shaver
Paul & Deborah Shea
Adelle Short
Amy Siders
Matthew & Christine Simmons
Jo Slaughter
Susan Smilari
James & Betsy Smiley
Karen Sundberg & Erik Smith
Dean & Rita Smith
Larry & Judith Snyder
Ronald Sobczak & Kathleen Kempe
Robert Sprinkle & Ann Johnson
Bill Stephenson & Mike Cobb
Karen LaFleur Stewart
Nick Stines
Reed & Angie Swearingen
Tandy Taylor
Barry & Leslie Teague
Joe & Holly Tempel
Mary Ellen Thompson
JoAnn Thompson
Damien Triouleyre
Greg & Diana Valente
Nicolaas & Geertrudia Van Vliet

Margaret & Bruce Van Voorhis
Ann Vanderberg
Jerry & Connie Voight
Ken & Michelle Volk
Mona Wallace
Ann Watson
Bruce & Holly Watts
Randall & Cydney Wentsel
Steven & Caroline Werber
Joseph Whalen
David & Elizabeth Whitaker
Susan & Tom White
Dick & Marg Wildermann
Nancy Wilkie
John & Amelia Wilkinson
Randy & Amelia Wood
Lucy Woodhouse
Sarah Woodin
Organization of Biological Field

Stations
Kiawah Island Community

Association

$100 - $249 
Mindy Abney
Caroline Alday
Mary-Stuart Parker Alderman
Eugenia & Marshall Allen
Carl Anderson
Brantley & Penny Arnau
Cindy Aulbach
Joan Avioli
Kristen Ness Ayers
Christine Bailey
James G. & Constance Baldwin
Brent Barron
Mary Bartlett
Peter Baumann
Robert Beattie
Joyce Bell
John G. Black
Christopher Blanchard
Bob & Kevin Bockman
Len & Mary Ellen Bottone
Pauline Bradshaw
James & Marian Brailsford
Jim & Stacey Brennan
Sara Brewer
Eugene Bricklemyer
Howard & Mary Ann Bridgman
Diana Brobmann
Lee Brockington
Tiffany Brown
Norman & Beverly Brunswig
Frank & Mary Gale Budzisz
Linda Butler
Janis Caccamise
Karen Caddell
Chris & Beth Campbell
Linda Carrington
James R. Carroll
Lori Cekander
Leigh Chandler
Matthew & Elsbeth Chaney
Sarita Chourey & Ben Montgomery
Andrew & Maureen Coburn
Mary Louise Cohen
Steve & Nancy Collum
Ernest Cooler
John & Susan Cotter
Michael Covington
Robert & Kathy Cox
Ben & Janna Cunningham
Julius Dargan
Doug Darran & Helen Yochum
Reginald Daves
Mac Deford
Leigh & Andrew DeHoll
Patricia Devine-Harms
Kate Devlin
Bruce Doneff
S. Kimble Duckworth
Walter & Irene Duhaime
Linda Dunkelberger
Gary Edgar
Chuck & Carolyn Eiserhardt
Toni Elkins
Kathleen Ellis

Christine Ellis
Nancy Ertel
John & Anne Faul
Nancy Fitzer
Madilyn Fletcher
Sherry Fooshee
Debby Fox
Sandra Freeman
Joan Furlong
Barbara Gaither
Basil Garzia & Elva Stinson
John & Terri Geck
Elaine Gibbes
Craig & Sharon Gilman
Jerry Dell Gimarc
Susan Goings
Sidney Gooding
Edisto Island Preservation Alliance
Ellen Gower
Jennifer Grabenstetter
Rhonda & John Grego
Beverly Gumb
Nancy & Paul Hadley
Julia Hall
Terry & Michael Hannon
Viktor Hanuska
Cynthia Harris
J. Smith Harrison Jr.
Connie Haskell
Lewis Hay
D Frank Haygood
Suzanne Haynsworth
Bob & Nancy Hazelrigg
Arnold & Marylou High
Michelle Hinson
Ray Hobbs
Woody & Linda House
Robert Howard
Joseph & Cheryl Isaac
Lister C. Ives Jr.
Jeri Jackson
Mike & Jane Jasien
Edgar & Lucia Jaycocks
Allen & Mary Jeffcoat
Mary Elizabeth Jenko
Becky Jennings
Lil Jervey
Robert Jesselson
Kinard Johnson
Carol Johnson
Donna Jones
Kristin Jones
Scott & Kimberli Jungles
William Kadlowec
Paul & Maura Kenny
Roger Kirby
Michael Kohl & Jane McLamarrah
Terri Kolander
Betty Kuhnert
Diane Labovitz
Cindy Ladutko
Jonathan Lamb
Witt & Beth Langstaff
John & Lynda Leffler
Andrea Leiman
Louis Lesesne
Gerald & Pamela Levy
Brenda Logan
Cathryn Lopez
Nancy Jones Lowe
Sherry Lybrand
John & Joy Magiera
Dorothy Marchant
Teri May
Robbin Mazur
Carole McAfee
Lee & Mary McBride
Christe McCoy-Lawrence
Raven McCrory
Sarah & Seth McDaniel
Dan McGough
Joan & Tim Meacham
Michele Mellett
Sherree Meyers
David & Sarah Michaux IV
Sara Michelin
Larry & Susan Middaugh
Lynne Miller
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Dennis Milligan
Ann & Michael Mithoefer
William & Regina Moody
Jane Moore
Debi Moore
David Moorhead & Joan Withers
Joan Morris
Gerard Mullane
Jenny Munro 
Thomas & Sally Murphy
Guyeth Nash
Henry Nechemias & Valerie Marcil
Donald Newton
Chuck Nold
Kerry Norlin
Julie Nortillo
Michelle Noyce
Marielle Nyser
Lucinda Olasov
Steve & Cindy Ouzts
Dawn Patton
Rebecca Peeler
Deborah Phillips
Meher Spiritual Center
Shannon Polvi
Janet Porter
Brianne Porter
Patricia Powell
Noreen Powell
Norris & Lucy Preyer
Katherine Pringle
Robert Purkerson
Frederick Quinn
Lee & William Rambo
Pamela Rape
Terry & Amy Real
Tommie Reece
Dan Rennels
Sandra & Kevin Rice
Wayne Richard
Joe Richardson
Karen Rickard
Arthur & Frances Rickenbaker
Lynn Robertson
Lex A. Rogerson
Florence Ross
Save Our Saluda
Lisa Rutledge
Kathy Sanford
Joyce & Art Santopietro
Andrea Schechter
Peggy Schillinger
Katherine Schofield
Mira Scott
Covington & Janice Sharp
Casey Shockley
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Kim Worsham
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Cynthia Bledsoe
Nancy Bourne
Emily Branscome
Debra Buffkin
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Jan K. Collins
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Susan Coppin
Kathleen Coskrey
Lisa anc Chris Covert
James & Alice Cromartie
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Beth Dinndorf
John Egan
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Fred Glover
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Robert & Melinda Hare
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Judy S Johnson
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Barbara Jones
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Robert & Phyllis McMahan
Ed & Beverly Meadow
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Robert Petrulis
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Dwayne Porter
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Stephen & Kathryn Parks
Post & Courier Foundation
Michael & Virginia Prevost
Peter Roy
Robert Schofield, III
Gerald & Kathryn Schulze
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James Thompson
Susan Thorpe & John Baynes
Greg & Laura VanDerwerker
H. Dallon & Carolyn J. Weathers
Brad Wyche & Diane Smock
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Amy Armstrong
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Jonathan Buchan
Thomas Clements
Rob & Cari Grant
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Susan Hilfer
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Bill & Emmy Holt
Bill & Liz Igleheart
John & Carol Kososki
John & Paula Loftis
Tom & Melanie Mauldin
James McMahan & Janet Swigler
Donald Nilles
Michael Norris
Kathleen Phelan
Michael & Virginia Prevost
Katherine Pringle
Filippo & Lauren Ravalico
Rich Thomas
Susie Thorpe & John Baynes
Greg & Laura VanDerwerker
Zane Wilson
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Impact andImpact and
Financial ReportFinancial Report

Audited financial statements are available 
at scelp.org. Revenue and expense charts  

are on a cash basis.

FUNCTIONAL EXPENSESFUNCTIONAL EXPENSES

REVENUE COMPOSITIONREVENUE COMPOSITION EXPENSES COMPOSITIONEXPENSES COMPOSITION

REVENUE OVER EXPENSESREVENUE OVER EXPENSES

IMPACT METRICSIMPACT METRICS
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With federal protections eroding and state safe-
guards under constant threat, SCELP is turning 
its focus to local action. Many municipalities have 
the authority to strengthen protections for their 
natural resources, and over the past year, we’ve 
seen meaningful success in this work. As commu-
nities feel the impacts of unchecked growth and 
stronger storms – from habitat loss to f looding 
to reduced quality of life – more residents are 
speaking up and demanding change. 

Here, our efforts can yield immediate results. 
While litigation remains our superpower, it can 
take years to stop a harmful project. At the local 
level, early engagement and legal advocacy, espe-
cially on land use issues, often prevent harmful 
projects from gaining momentum.

Communities Rule: The Power Communities Rule: The Power 
of Local Land Use Advocacyof Local Land Use Advocacy

St. Helena Pushes BackSt. Helena Pushes Back
Since 1999, the Cultural Protection Overlay (CPO) 
District has safeguarded the Gullah/Geechee 
people, culture and land on St. Helena Island by 
prohibiting gated golf course and resort develop-
ments. Thanks to these protections, St. Helena re-
mains both a cultural stronghold and an ecological 
sanctuary.

Yet one developer has persistently tried to under-
mine these protections, most recently with a re-
packaged proposal seeking exemption from the 
CPO’s clear prohibitions.

In September, after hours of impassioned testi-
mony that stretched past 2 a.m. before a crowd 
of more than 500 residents, the Beaufort Coun-
ty Council once again stood with the community 
and rejected the developer’s latest attempt. We are 
deeply grateful to the Council for honoring the will 
of the people: no golf courses, no gated communi-
ties, no resorts on St. Helena.

This victory reflects the tireless advocacy of our 
partners – the Gullah/Geechee Sea Island Coali-
tion, the Coastal Conservation League, the Penn 
Center and the Open Land Trust. Now, this fight 
returns back to where it belongs: the courthouse. 
SCELP will continue to represent the Gullah/
Geechee Sea Island Coalition in state and federal 
court to uphold the County’s decision and defend 
St. Helena.

Community-led victory at September’s Beaufort County Council 
Meeting. Photo provided by Coastal Conservation League. 

Header Photo: Pine Island in Beaufort County.  
Source: Protect St. Helena
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The 112-acre Lucas Tract in the Town of Ravenel 
is near the Dungannon Heritage Preserve and the 
Caw Caw Interpretive Center, areas valued for 
their rural character and ecological importance. 
The property’s owners sought to rezone from Ag-
ricultural Residential to Planned Development to 
build a mixed-use project with about 70 homes 
on individual septic systems.

Working with the Coastal Conservation League, 
SCELP submitted comments urging denial, citing 
the proposal’s conflicts with Ravenel’s Compre-
hensive Plan, threats to wetlands and water qual-
ity and incompatibility with surrounding land use 
patterns. On September 4, the Planning and Zoning 
Commission unanimously recommended denial.

Later that month, the Town Council considered the 
rezoning request and a draft development agree-
ment. SCELP again cautioned that moving forward 
would undermine existing zoning protections. 
Council denied the rezoning and halted the draft 
agreement, ending yet another threat for now.

Rezoning Rejected in RavenelRezoning Rejected in Ravenel

Cambridge Farms was a proposed 520-home sub-
division along a narrow highway outside Clinton 
in Laurens County. The project far exceeded al-
lowable density, but the developer sought a work-
around – rebranding it as an “open space devel-
opment.”

While that designation can be a useful planning 
tool, this project was, as one staff member put it, 
“not even close to an open space development.” 
Emails obtained through a Freedom of Informa-
tion Act request revealed staff concerns about 
its impacts, yet the proposal still advanced to the 
Planning Commission.

At that meeting, SCELP joined residents in strong 
opposition, and after hours of public testimony, 
the Commission unanimously denied the project. 
This case shows how community vigilance and 
early legal advocacy can make a real difference. 
SCELP will continue monitoring the situation to 
ensure the denial stands and the community’s 
voice is respected.

Standing Strong in ClintonStanding Strong in Clinton

Earlier this year, SCELP joined residents and envi-
ronmental partners to stop the Inn at Altamont, a 
luxury hotel proposed on the slopes of Paris Moun-
tain. The victory protected the mountain’s fragile 
ecosystem, water quality and scenic beauty, and it 
also served as a wake-up call for future threats.

Working with the same dedicated citizens, we 
launched an effort to strengthen the Environ-
mentally Sensitive District – Paris Mountain 
(ESD-PM) zoning that covers much of the area. 
The new amendments increase minimum lot siz-
es, enhance tree preservation standards and lim-
it light pollution – tangible safeguards for the 
mountain’s diverse ecosystems, steep slopes and 
clean waterways.

After months of collaboration with county staff 
and officials, Greenville County Council passed 
the amendments unanimously. This new frame-
work ensures stronger, lasting protections for 
Paris Mountain. We’re now working to expand 
these same safeguards to other vulnerable parts 
of the mountain still at risk.

Protecting Paris MountainProtecting Paris Mountain

Residents and SCELP attorney Emily Poole at a Greenville County 
Council meeting. Photo provided by Save Paris Mountain.

As communities feel the 
impacts of unchecked growth 
and stronger storms – from 
habitat loss to flooding to 
reduced quality of life – more 
residents are speaking up and 
demanding change. 
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Case BriefsCase Briefs

We filed a permit challenge earlier this year over 
a composting facility repeatedly cited for vio-
lating the state’ Pollution Control Act and other 
regulations for years. Over the summer, we suc-
cessfully opposed the Department of Environ-
mental Services’ motion to limit discovery, and 
completed depositions of all witnesses. With 
discovery now complete, we expect a hearing 
early in the new year.

Williamsburg RecyclingWilliamsburg Recycling

More than 30 years after contamination was dis-
covered and nearly nine years after SCELP first 
became involved, there is finally a plan to clean 
up the Bramlett site in Greenville! The site, which 
includes around 35 acres of polluted land in a his-
torically Black community, is now one significant 
step closer to becoming a clean environment that 
provides opportunities rather than hazards to the 
Newtown neighborhood. 

Earlier this year, state environmental regulators 
published their final cleanup decision, selecting a 
remediation plan for the property. That final de-
cision was the culmination of many years of on-
site testing and a detailed technical consideration 
of various remediation alternatives. SCELP, along-
side our client Mountain View Baptist Church, par-
ticipated extensively in the alternatives analysis 
process, advocating for a comprehensive cleanup. 

We are pleased with the chosen remediation alter-
native, which incorporates many added compo-
nents to the cleanup that we advocated for. This 
favorable outcome is a testament to the power of 
community collaboration and the public making 
its voice heard. While there will undoubtedly be 
hurdles to clear going forward, we are excited for 
this major positive milestone at a site where clean-
up has been delayed for far too long. 

Bramlett SiteBramlett Site

Progress continues in our two cases challenging a 
proposed development on the White Tract, which 
relies on septic systems next to Cape Romain Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge. We’ve filed briefs with the 
Court of Appeals to challenge the septic tank per-
mits and have requested that the S.C. Supreme 
Court pause construction while it considers our 
challenge to other development permits.

In June, the Administrative Law Court lifted the 
automatic stay that normally prevents construc-
tion during an appeal, allowing work to move for-
ward despite our ongoing case. This stay serves 
as a vital safeguard, ensuring citizens have the 
opportunity to challenge environmental permits 
before irreversible harm occurs. Senator Chip 
Campsen and S.C. Department of Natural Re-
sources Director Tom Mullikin both submitted 
affidavits in support of our petition. We remain 
hopeful the Supreme Court will uphold the pub-
lic’s right to meaningful judicial review.

Septic White TractSeptic White Tract
GREENVILLE

ANDREWS

AWENDAW
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For many of us who proudly wear the moniker of 
environmentalist, our spark began with wildlife – 
perhaps the birds at a backyard feeder, a nature 
documentary’s charismatic star or, as in this case, 
a friendly deer encountered on a family trip to 
Fripp Island. 

Anyone who’s been to Fripp knows its deer. 
Their closeness to humans is unlike any other 
population in South Carolina. Over time, this 
relationship has tamed them, offering residents 
and visitors rare, up-close encounters with these 
hooved neighbors.

But that intimacy comes with challenges. Fripp’s 
dense deer population spreads illness quickly, and 
injuries are more common due to constant human 
interaction. Much of this suffering happens in 
plain sight – on lawns, golf courses and common 
spaces across the island.

That’s why SCELP has partnered with the Fripp 
Island Deer Preservation and Wildlife Foundation, 
a group of residents who’ve recognized the moral 

NEW PARTNERSHIP

Fripp Island: A New Fripp Island: A New 
Model for Human–Model for Human–
Wildlife CoexistenceWildlife Coexistence

imperative to care for the very deer whose trust 
has brought such joy. Together, we’re working 
to secure a Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) permit that will allow limited medical 
intervention for sick or injured deer.

Under this program, qualified veterinarians will 
assess and treat imperiled deer in the field – 
managing infection, illness and injury – while 
tracking their recovery. It’s a new kind of case 
for SCELP, one rooted not in litigation but in 
compassion and stewardship. We’re proud to 
lend our legal expertise to help heal the herd and 
strengthen this unique bond between people 
and wildlife.

Photo Credit: Fripp Island Deer Preservation and Wildlife Foundation

SCELP Joins Gov. McMaster’s 10 Million-Acre InitiativeSCELP Joins Gov. McMaster’s 10 Million-Acre Initiative

With wildlife habitats in South Carolina 
under increasing pressure, SCELP is proud to 
join the 10 Million-Acre Initiative launched 
by Governor McMaster. 

The initiative challenges state agencies 
and conservation partners to protect an 
additional 7 million acres of land and water 
across South Carolina, building on existing 
protections to reach a total of 10 million 
acres. SCELP is collaborating with a broad 
coalition, leveraging our legal and advocacy 
expertise to help bring this ambitious vision 
to life.Black bear lumbering across the road. Photo by: RCK
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Nelson Mullins, Phelan & Kunz, Poliakoff & Associates, 
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Wake Refill, Whitfield-Cargile Law
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Thank you to all of our Thank you to all of our 
Wild Side 2025 sponsors  Wild Side 2025 sponsors  
& supporters!& supporters!

The 16th annual Wild Side was our most successful 
yet, with 250 supporters joining us on the Kaminski 
House lawn for an evening of music, food and 
community. Highlights included appetizers with our 
attorneys, lively tunes from Prettier than Matt and a 
fantastic auction that raised over $25,000. Dr. Pam 
Martin, political science professor and Executive 
Director of CCU’s RISE Center, shared insights on 
global environmental policy and the rights of nature, 
and SCELP’s Executive Director Amy Armstrong 
announced a one-year fellowship for Dr. Martin to help 
build a legal framework that accounts for nature in 
decision-making. 

Altogether, the event raised a record-breaking 
$190,000! This was made possible thanks to the 
generosity of our supporters and sponsors fueling our 
small but mighty team to continue protecting South 
Carolina’s wild places.
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Carolina Plantation Rice, Georgette Sanders, Jerry Schulze, 
Blake Scott, Kay Spencer, Beverly Stidham, Joe Temple, 
Crabbing With Tia, JoAnn Turnquist, Visible Results, Mary 
Walker, Jane Pryzbysz & Mark Warther, Randy Wentsel, 
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