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Custom window seats in the sunroom were designed by Nifelle Design and built by Northwest Heritage Renovations, with a vintage . "
bamboo rattan Brown Jordan table and chairs, and Hampton Large Chandelier from Visual Comfort. i _ i
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CUSTOM STORAGE AND COLORFUL WALLPAPER BRING THIS 1912 HOUSE TO THE NEXT LEVEL, i e —— =
COURTESY OF NIFELLE DESIGN AND NORTHWEST HERITAGE RENOVATIONS. W, ANSE '
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IN 2020, JENNIFER LEONARD was at the Paris Déco Off, a trade ~ homes. “We started working together when my husband Devon and A ® & i
show often referred to as the “fashion week of the interiors indus- I were pregnant with our first child and we had purchased our first ‘ b & ¢ |
try, and the interior designer saw a new floral wallpaper pattern = home,” says Nevius. “I just felt the need to nest and create a space that ; ” @ r
from Pierre Frey on display. “My first thought was, ‘Leslie would I was really excited about living in as I started a new chapter of life” b3 hd ‘_ i |
love this,” remembers Leonard, who is the principal and owner of As Leslie and Devon grew their family and moved homes, they T A e
the Portland-based Nifelle Design. called Leonard to collaborate on each one, with their most recent

Leonard should know, seeing as how she and client Leslie Nevius ~ project being a historic 6,833-square-foot estate built in 1912 in the
have worked together over thirteen years and across three different ~ Portland Heights neighborhood. “I really enjoy the design process e aTbape © 2anderso amnea
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In the living room, a coffee table designed
by Nifelle Design and built by Culver
Glass and Emmerling Ironworks sits with
Andante Plain Recamiers from Kravet.
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The petite powder room under the stairs reveals Le
Jardin Du Palais “Lever du” wallcovering from Pierre Frey
and a 1940's antique mirror.

and I love seeing it all come together;” says Nevius. “I love hav-

ing an idea or a spark come to life in ways that I wouldn’t have
pictured. Jennifer is great at just taking it to the next level”

This time around, the pair were working with great bones,
since the home already had remodeled bathrooms, a marble
kitchen, and enviable indoor-outdoor flow, with a sunroom and
saltwater pool and spa. To start, Leonard incorporated much of
the furniture from their previous two projects together. “It felt
like a testament to good design to be able to reuse and repur-
pose our things in a different space,” says Nevius.

To that end, Leonard resized existing rugs, and added new
lighting, textiles, and furniture pieces to fill out the floorplan,
like a second tete-a-tete sofa in the living room to sit oppo-
site the one purchased for the first house. Such is the power of
investment pieces when chosen well the first time. “We picked
furnishings and materials that we thought would stand the test
of time, and are durable,” says Leonard. “They’re well-made,
with things like eight-way hand-tied springs and fabric that
resists staining and wear”

The little-used sunroom at the front entry drew the most
attention. At some point in the house’s history, it had been
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I love having an idea or a spark

come to life in ways that I wouldn’t

have pictured. Jennifer is great at

just taking it to the next level.

—Homeowner

enclosed with beautiful, curving picture windows, but there were

fluctuations in temperature and it wasn't a comfortable spot. “It was .
kind-of a funny L-shaped space,” remembers Nevius. “For the first e
couple years that we lived there, we didn’t really know how to use it” &

After receiving referrals from neighbors, she and Leonard tapped ¢
contractor Eric Fowler with Northwest Heritage Renovations to add g
custom mudroom storage, and a convenient drop location for shoes .
and school bags. “The concept was to create essentially hidden stor- i
age in that area, to keep it a formal space because it directly connects ) Fal |
to and communicates with the formal living room,” says Fowler. t‘ g EKE
Now, the custom window seats stow sports equipment, and wrap a z O T RS
vintage table for playing games or doing homework. The team also e ﬂ"‘
updated the windows here, adding higher-performing insulated ; [ o
glass in the existing openings to eliminate drafts, and throughout L, 7 ‘1

the house, as well as the exterior paint and roof.
As for the sunroom decor, Nevius was excited to try a specific
color at first. “I went rogue and painted the room all Setting Plaster

by Farrow & Ball [a pale pink hue],” says Nevius, with a laugh. “Then
I sat with it, and I was like, ‘“This isn't it” Another Farrow & Ball
shade, “Breakfast Room Green,” saved the day, and Leonard finished
the scheme with a botanical wallpaper, tobacco leaf chandeliers, a
sisal rug, and coordinating fabrics for the window seats. “The green
is very fitting for that space, especially with that big laurel hedge
outside,” says Leonard, who calls it a “happy space,” to which Leslie
readily agrees. “The whole room was fresh and happy and I loved it,”
she says, noting that it’s a favorite place for sipping morning coffee
and waving to neighbors walking by in the neighborhood.

The designer and clients mutual love of wallpaper extended z
. | - -
to multiple rooms. “I'm obsessed with wallpaper, and Leslie loves - o
» « . : ‘#‘r ] : =yl B :
wallpaper;” says Leonard. “Even when we first started working G | B = ~
together, wallpaper was not as big of a thing as it is now, but she was e - AP

always game for fun wallpapers” In the dining room, they added
Brunschwig & Fils Bird and Thistle in “beige” from Kravet with cus-
tom color-matched Benjamin Moore paint for the trim, while the

primary bathroom received a soothing blue-and-white Schumacher Tilda Chandeliers from Arteriors and recovered

print. And, of course, there’s the Pierre Frey floral in the petite antique chairs are the stars in the dining room. The
Benjamin Moore paint is custom color-matched to

. . the Brunschwig & Fils wallpaper.
44 PortraitMagazine.com
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The Alexa Hampton Markos light in polished nickel was To increase the storage capacity in the bathroom, the cabin-
installed above the soaking tub and Carrera White Marble floor.

etry was custom-designed by Nifelle Design, and fabricated
and installed by Northwest Heritage Renovations.

Leonard added “Weeping Pine"” wallcovering

in “Slate” from Schumacher to sync with the
existing tile in the primary bathroom.

The headboards are upholstered in Firecrackers “Sky” from Schumacher. They are paired with Benjamin Moore “Wickham Gray” on the
walls, a Tansu 2-Drawer from Bungalow 5, and a Thomas O’Brien lamp with matching custom lampshades.

PortraitMagazine.com 47



SHOPTALK | Jennifer Leonard

How does being a second-generation designer inform your
collaborations between homeowners, architects, and builders?
Love what you do and who you do it with. My mother’s motto
was “We love our work and it shows”, which, as a teenager |
thought was beyond cheesy, but now | wholeheartedly embrace
this philosophy.

What's the first thing you notice when you walk into a room?
The first thing | notice are the possibilities to create something
magical and meaningful, to create a backdrop for clients to live
out their best lives. | love the monumental transformations we
make in our clients’ lives that allow them to flourish and thrive.

In your opinion, what is the most fundamental element of inte-
rior design? Where do you start on a new project?

This answer depends on client needs and budget, but generally
we concentrate on functionality and constraints. Within the con-
text of that, our goal is to create a space that is pleasing to the
senses and meaningful to the client.

Your company is known to be service-oriented, share why
collaboration with your clients is so crucial.

Our clients are at the heart of everything we do. We listen, under-
stand, and prepare tailored designs to meet their specific needs
and desires, providing a personalized, attentive experience from
conception to execution.

You work with a team of talent; how does this influence your
work with design?

| really do have the best team! They each bring special skillsets to
the table, which allow us a much broader field of possibilities to
meet and often exceed client expectations.

What is your design philosophy?

| firmly believe a home should reflect the inhabitants, not me
or my design team. To that end, we are dedicated to creating
authentic and functional spaces, masterfully tailored to our cli-
ent’s lifestyle in a unique and stylistic approach.

The existing cabinetry and window seat were perked up with thoughtful touches. A custom roman shade in Schumacher Skittles “Blueberry/Sky”,
custom pillows from Thibaut, and navy textured fabric upholstery from Kravet were added to create a comfy reading nook.

What is a design rule you use again and again?

If you like it - getit! .... unless | don't like it—wink-wink—then let's
discuss our options. If it's regarding getting an animal, or using an
animal print or pattern, or anything related to animals, the answer
is always yes! It is the same with using wallpaper—wallpaper is
always a good idea—especially wallpaper with an animal motif,
design nirvana!

powder bathroom, with sconces in matching shades, and the hallway ~ high quality;,” says Leonard. “He genuinely really cares about what he
done up in buttery yellow grass cloth. does and his clients and his projects” As for Fowler, he appreciates

The custom elements continue upstairs in the primary bath-  Leonard’s vision, in both Leslie’s house and his own. “Jennifer does a
room, with a new storage cabinet designed by Leonard and built  really good job of encompassing the entire house versus just tackling
by Northwest Heritage Renovations. Meanwhile, in a nearby child’s  point solutions,” says Fowler. “She has a really good comprehensive

.. . . . . . . ., . . » What are a few indulgences you like integrating into a space? Jennifer Leonard, principal, Nifelle Design

room, the existing window seat received a dose of color and printwith ~ approach, just making sure everything’s cohesive and tied together.” » Luxurious bed linens and superior mattress construction. If we are www.nifelledesign.com
custom upholstery and window shades, complemented by bespoke lucky, we spend about a third of our time in bed, shouldn't it be
headboards and paintings commissioned from artist Anna Kodesch. PROJECT SOURCES extraordinary?

While designer and client have long worked together, this was a INTERIOR DESIGN CABINETRY ) Favorite part of the design process? B ) ) )
f llab ion b L 4 and Fowl h oved th Nifelle Design Northwest Heritage Renovations Install davl Whether it i build culminating | the art, accessorizing the spaces and sharing the joy (and usually tears) when clients
irst collaboration between Leonard an owler, who enjoyed the nifelledesign.com nwheritagerenovations.com nstalt cay: e- er 1ts a multiryear new build culminating in a enter at the end to see their dreams come to life - that's what | live for. That's why we
process so much that they’ve since hired each other for their own weeklong move in, or a smaller remodel or refresh, | love a good work so hard to provide spaces for our clients that exceed expectations.

wqos L L CONTRACTOR PAINT reveal. Installations are such hard work but also THE BEST! Seeing

personal house remodels. “Eric is very conscientious of working in  J . . - . . . . ) . ”

o ) } ] ] orthwest Heritage Renovations Benjamin Moore everything come together in a cohesive way - all the planning, Outside of work what interests you?
clients’ homes and keeping everything tight and on time, clean and nwheritagerenovations.com benjaminmoore.com scheming, collaboration, creativity and talent of our team and Working in the garden, caring for our 50 + koi fish. Playing with our goofy English

artisans installing the rugs, furniture, window coverings...hanging Cream Retriever, Leo. Hiking anywhere. Traveling anywhere.
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