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Community Support Makes Summer Learning "SIZZLE!"

ProJeCt's 2026 SIZZLE!® Summer Reading Program concluded last week, but the learning and
memories that our community delivered will last a lifetime. Working in close collaboration with the
Easton Area School District (EASD), ProJeCt's team of certified teachers helped 109 K-5
students avoid "the summer slide" and continue learning through the summer months. By
combining engaging literacy instruction with hands-on enrichment activities, these Easton
students will return to school on September 1 better prepared for academic success.

SIZZLE!® is offered at no cost to families and is made possible through the Pennsylvania
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program, corporate and foundation grants, and the
generosity of individual donors. During the six week program, more than a dozen community
partners enriched SIZZLE!® with educational experiences, guest presentations, and special
activities. Together, the Lehigh Valley made this summer one of growth, discovery, and
opportunity. Thank you for investing in our future!
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On July 28, the board and staff of ProJeCt gathered to honor Danny Cohen for his decades of
dedicated service. Danny has served faithfully on the Board of Directors since the agency's
founding in 1968. Executive Director Kim Checkeye expressed her gratitude, "Thank you for your



leadership. Thank you for your wisdom. Thank you for your kindness. Thank you for believing in
the mission for 58 extraordinary years." Presenting Danny with an award recognizing his
contributions, she continued, "Your legacy is not measured simply by the years you served, but
by the lives you have changed. We are better because of you, and it has been an honor to serve
beside you."

Danny the addressed the staff and his fellow board members, "ProJeCt has become such an
amazing place. I’ve always said we don’t just change people, we change generations of people.
Best of luck moving forward. I know you’ll do great."

Danny has graciously accepted to serve as ProJeCt's first ever Board Emeritus member. In this
honorary role, he can advise and mentor staff and board members informally while continuing to
be a outstanding champion for ProJeCt's mission.
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