Template 05: Responding to a request to pause an inspection
In exceptional circumstances, and only for very serious reasons, it may be necessary to pause an inspection that has already begun. Serious reasons could include:
· To protect the safety, or mental health and wellbeing of the school leader, or other member of staff.
· To protect the safety, or mental health and wellbeing of members of the inspection team.
· A major incident occurs that has a significant effect on the routine day-to-day running of the school.
· A major incident occurs that has a significant effect on the routine day-to-day running of the inspection.
All requests to pause an inspection, whether by the school or by the lead inspector, should be made to the person in the diocese with inspection coordinating responsibility.
There are three possible outcomes following a request to pause an inspection:
1. The pause request is refused, and the inspection continues as planned.
2. If the diocese agrees that a pause is necessary and it is possible to continue the inspection using the same team or another team within ten working days[footnoteRef:1] following a pause, then a pause is granted. [1:  For maintained schools and academies, an inspection must be completed within ten working days once it has begun. See The Education (School Inspection) (England) Regulations 2005, section 11.] 

3. If the diocese agrees that a pause is necessary and it is not possible to continue the inspection using the same team or another team within ten working days following a pause, then the inspection will need to be rescheduled.
Any decision to pause or reschedule should take care not to place a school outside of the statutory timescales for inspection.[footnoteRef:2] Before making a decision, diocesan inspection coordinators are encouraged to speak to another diocesan coordinator, or a more senior officer in their own diocese, to ensure they are making the right decision. Decisions to pause inspection should not be taken lightly. The decision tree overleaf may assist in making the decision:  [2:  For maintained schools and academies, their inspection must ordinarily be carried out no later than the end of the fifth year, following the end of the school year in which they were last inspected (see The Education (School Inspection) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2009, section 4). For any school last inspected between 1st August 2014 and 31st July 2021, the next inspection must occur before the end of the eighth year, following the end of the school year in which they were last inspected (see The Education (School Inspection) (England) (Coronavirus) (Amendment) Regulations 2021, section 5). ] 
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All pause requests, the outcome of the request and the reasons for the decision should be recorded, using Template 06: Record of deferral and pause requests. A copy of this should be submitted to the inspectorate using the online form referenced in this template.
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