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Dear [NAME], 
 
Appointment of Inspector
Catholic Schools Inspectorate
 
Thank you for your interest in becoming an inspector for the Catholic Schools Inspectorate in the Arch/Diocese of [NAME]. We are pleased that you are considering applying and hope that the accompanying documents will give you the information that you need to make your decision. As an inspector, you would be acting on behalf of the Arch/Bishop in whose diocese the schools you inspect are situated to assist him in carrying out his pastoral oversight responsibilities under canon law. For some schools, the inspection will also fulfil a statutory function.
 
Inspections look at the Catholic life and mission of the school, religious education, and collective worship. Inspectors work in a team with an experienced lead inspector to evaluate the work of the school objectively and impartially, ensuring that their judgements reflect reliably and accurately what a school does. It is therefore important that inspectors have an excellent understanding of the distinctive nature of Catholic education, have recent experience of teaching in a school or supporting schools in an advisory capacity and be recognised as excellent practitioners; they must always have the best interests of the pupils at the school as a priority. During an inspection, inspectors will be working with sensitive information about the school and pupils and so must respect the confidentiality of this information. 

The Church is committed to the welfare and protection of children and young people and we must be sure that any new inspectors are suitable before they can be appointed. Inspectors must be practising Catholics, who are seen to support the Church’s teachings; they must understand the Catholic character of the school and the needs of the Catholic community as a whole, which are reflected in the education policies of the Diocese. 
A fee of £500 per day is paid for leading an inspection and £300 per day for team inspectors. In situations where an inspector is released from their school to carry out inspections, the fee will be paid directly to the school. 
Therefore, we are looking for applicants who: 
· are practising Catholics
· are committed to and have an understanding of the ethos and educational mission of the Catholic Church 
· either have recent successful experience of senior leadership or leadership of religious education in Catholic schools, academies or colleges
· or be a current or recent holder of an equivalent high-level leadership or advisory position within a diocese or a Catholic academy company or trust
· have recent and relevant experience and up to date knowledge of leading the Catholic life and mission, religious education and collective worship in a Catholic School 
· can secure an Enhanced DBS check (including a barred list check for those inspectors, and only those inspectors, who will regularly carry out more than three days of inspection in any thirty-day period) and are registered on the Update Service
· will be able to provide certification confirming they hold public liability insurance
· have permission from their school’s governing body, board of directors or current employer, where applicable, to carry out this work.

Applicants must also be willing and able to:
· undertake at least one inspection a term
· work confidently and co-operatively within a team of inspectors
· prepare conscientiously for an inspection
· inspect a school with confidentiality, integrity and objectivity 
· report on findings honestly and accurately both orally and in writing
· attend national and regional training.

The application process is in two stages. Initially, your diocese will establish that you meet the eligibility criteria to be an inspector and recommend you for the national training programme. The second stage is to successfully complete this training, after which you will be licensed to inspect in every diocese in England and Wales.

The Applicants Pack attached to this email has much more information and a link to the application form which should be submitted electronically [BY?]

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,



Catholic Schools Inspectorate Coordinator

Applicants pack contents here




