
Preston Primary 

Reading Matters  

 

World Book Day  

This half term, our school had a fantastic time celebrating World Book Day 

on Friday 6th March. With reading at the heart of our curriculum, it was 

wonderful to see children arriving dressed as their favourite book 

characters. Thank you to parents and carers for supporting the day and 

helping the children look brilliant and encouraging them to talk about 

reading! 

The day began with a whole school assembly, followed by time in class 

where each class focused on a chosen author. Children enjoyed listening to 

stories and taking part in reading activities, helping them explore new 

books and celebrate their love of reading. 

In the afternoon, pupils joined together in their house groups and took part 

in a range of activities, including shared reading, quizzes, scavenger hunts 

and book-themed crafts. This gave children the chance to collaborate, mix 

across year groups and enjoy reading in a fun, interactive way. 

To finish the day, classes watched a selection of masked reader videos 

created by staff. The children loved guessing who each masked reader could 

be - a highlight that always brings plenty of smiles and excitement. 

It was a joyful celebration of books, stories and reading, and a wonderful 

reminder of the strong reading culture within our school community. 
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BBC Live Lesson – World Book Day! 

 

Starlings had the exciting opportunity of taking part in a BBC World Book 

Day Live Lesson. They submitted thoughtful questions to some fantastic, 

well-known authors and celebrities - including Matt Lucas and Onjali Q 

Rauf – which has been listened to many people across the UK. The 

children were thrilled to see their questions featured and to be part of a 

national celebration of reading. Watch the live lesson with Starlings 

here: World Book Day 2026 – Live Lesson - BBC Teach 

Rock up and Read Sessions  

 

 

 

 

This half term, we welcomed families into school for our Rock Up and 

Read sessions. It was wonderful to see so many parents, carers, 

grandparents, aunties and uncles join us to share stories with the 

children. The children were thrilled to show their adults a range of books 

- from stories and poetry to magazines and non-fiction - as well as the 

different spaces where they love to read. 

These sessions provide a valuable opportunity for adults and children to 

read aloud together, talk about books and enjoy the pleasure of reading 

side by side. Reading aloud continues to be hugely beneficial for children 

of all ages, including those who are already fluent readers. 

We are committed to fostering a love of reading in every child, and 

reading aloud alongside informal book talk plays a key role in promoting 

reading for pleasure. We hope you enjoyed the Rock Up and Read sessions 

as much as we did, and we look forward to welcoming you back for more 

in the Summer term. 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/live-lessons/articles/zqqcp9q#zrp7rmn


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Recommended Reads  
The teachers would like to share their passion for reading by 

recommending some great books to read. After you have read one of these 

book recommendations please come and talk to us about it. We would 

love to hear your thoughts and if you enjoyed it, we can recommend 

further reading.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Easter Holiday Reading Challenge! 

Have a go at our Easter Holiday Reading Challenge Bingo by trying lots of 

fun reading activities that promotes reading for pleasure and helps 

children enjoy stories in new ways. Please send us your reading photos to 

admin@preston.torbay.sch.uk —they may be featured in our next reading 

newsletter! 

 

 

 

 

mailto:admin@preston.torbay.sch.uk


   

Local Library Information  

We encourage every family to visit a local library over half term. Joining 

the library is completely free and gives to access to a wealth of books, 

magazines, music, e-books and audio books. There are libraries in Brixham, 

Churston, Torquay and Paignton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Both Paignton and Torquay Library will be closed on April 3rd, 5th and 6th for Easter 

weekend. Opening hours do vary – please check the website for more details. 

Opening hours - Libraries Unlimited 

Torquay Library Half Term Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Torquay Library 

Opening hours:  

Monday – Closed 

Tuesday 9.30am – 1pm 

Wednesday 9.30am – 6pm 

Thursday 9.30 – 1pm 

Friday 9.30am – 6pm 

Saturday – 9.30 – 4pm 

Sunday Closed 

Paignton Library 

Opening hours  

Monday – Closed 

Tuesday 9.30am – 6pm 

Wednesday 9.30am – 1pm 

Thursday 9.30 – 6pm 

Friday 9.30am – 5pm 

Saturday – 9.30 – 4pm 

Sunday Closed 

Cake Sale – Baking Up a Century of Stories – 13th-18th April 

To finish our 100 years of the children’s library celebrations, cakes 

and other baked goods will be made by staff and sold to raise 

money for the children’s library. On Saturday Steve Darling MP will 

be cutting our main celebration cake at 09:45 to bring the 

celebrations to a close. 9.30-4pm 

. 

Ready… Aim… DRIVE! - Wednesday 15th April 

Join us at Torquay Library for a day packed with active 

fun and big smiles. Please book in advance. Enjoy crafts 

plus… 

10:30-12:00 Archery Adventures for safe, beginner-

friendly archery 

14:00-17:00 Library Grand Prix. Hop on a car and race 

around our indoor Grand Prix circuit. Who will cross the 

finish line first? 

 

https://discover.librariesunlimited.org.uk/opening-hours


 

 

Paignton Library Half Term Activities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C.R.E.W Club – Every Saturday – 10-12pm  

A Saturday morning club with a different focus every 

week. Join the library for Lego building, board games or 

a craft (check our Facebook events page for details for 

this session). Free.  

Art Club – Thursday 9th April 4.30-5.30pm  

Every second Thursday of the month. £5 per 

workshop. 

Join local artist Lou Chapman every month for a fun 

after school art workshop. Kids aged 4 to 16 can dive 

into a world of colour, mastering nifty techniques 

and crafting cool creations. 

Please book each session. Call or come in to book 

01803 714460 

 

Stay and Rave – Hello Kitty Cat – Saturday 11th April 

10-12pm  

Join us at Paignton Library for a fun children’s party. 

Popular party music, dress up and play stations plus 

games and crafts based around Sanrio characters 

with your chance to win fun prizes. 

All age children welcome and their adults. Call, come 

in or got to Ticketsource to book. 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/librariesunlimited/t-

xdmngke  01803 714460 

 

https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/librariesunlimited/t-xdmngke
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/librariesunlimited/t-xdmngke


 

 

Community Events over Easter 

Families are invited to join the Easter Egg Hunt at St. Paul’s Church on Saturday 

4th April, with a morning filled with crafts, games, and fun activities. As part of 

the National Year of Reading, there will also be a special Book Swap for children to 

enjoy over Easter, supported by the generous book donations from children at 

Preston. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


