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Wood Revolution
Can cities help save our forests?
A building material known as
mass timbermaymake it possible
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ON THE COVER: The Mukilteo Ferry Terminal, inspired by Coast Salish
longhouses, is one of many buildings in Washington built with mass timber.
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Shake
it off
Photographer:
Kristin Raught
Photo taken:May 26
on Bainbridge Island
Description: “I was bird-
watching and this heron
flew across the bay and
then back to its fishing
spot, shaking off a startle.”
Camera settings at shutter
speed 1/1600, f/8,
at ISO 1250.
Critique: “Keeping an eye
out for rare behaviors in
the wild is a great place to
start in photography. This
is an extraordinary scene.
The fast shutter speed
setting on your camera
captured the whimsical
feathers shaking about
perfectly. Lovely work!”

Got a great photo? Send it
to us at seattletimes.com/
submit-photos. Reader’s Lens
is curated by Amanda Ray,
an associate photo
editor at The Seattle Times;
aray@seattletimes.com,
IG: @AmandaRPhoto,
X: @AmandaRayPhoto.

R EADER’S LENS

VISIT PACIF IC NW AT seattletimes.com/pacificnw
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The Lakeview Office
Building in Kirkland,
designed by LMN,
is the first mass timber
office development
on the Eastside.

BENJAMIN BENSCHNEIDER
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Mass timber,an innovation inconstruction,
is changingarchitecture inWashingtonandbeyond

S PRINKLED ACROSS ARCHITECT

ByLaurenGallow/Special toTheSeattleTimes

TheReturn
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LARA SWIMMER

The Forest Trailhead at Woodland Park Zoo, a 12,264-square-foot mass timber pavilion
designed by LMN, opened in May. The building’s structure is made from a cutting-edge
product made in Oregon.
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Surrounded
bywood

Founders Hall, part
of the Foster School
of Business complex
at the University of
Washington, is the

first fully mass timber
building constructed
on the campus. It was
designed by LMN and

completed in 2022.

TIM GRIFFITH
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Forest benefits

KRISTOPHER GRUNERT

At Mercer Mass Timber’s Spokane factory, each board undergoes evaluation and tracking during the manufacturing process,
ensuring material traceability and quality assurance.



COURTESY OF MAHLUM ARCHITECTS

The new Alki Elementary School in Seattle, designed by Mahlum Architects,
was built with large cross-laminated timber panels. Compared to traditional systems,
mass timber products retain carbon in the structure.

KRISTOPHER GRUNERT

Mass timber construction projects are widely considered faster because they are
largely prefabricated, like these stairs for atelierjones’ Heartwood, a building with
126 affordable housing units in Seattle’s Capitol Hill neighborhood.
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Because it’s
essentiallya
prefabricated
buildingsystem,
masstimber
construction
projectsarewidely
consideredfaster,
cleanerandsafer.
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Cross-laminated timber at the Kenmore home designed by atelierjones.
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Timber’sbestuse
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Abdurrahman Hussain,
Susan Farzaliyeva and
family appear to be
enveloped in the warm-
colored wood of their mass
timber home in Kenmore.
With the couple in the living
room/kitchen area are sons
Imran Hussain, 6; Yusuf
Hussain, 9; and Ibrahim
Hussain, 16; and Susan’s
mother, Lyubov Farzaliyeva.

Brothers Imran Hussain,
6, left, Yusuf Hussain, 9,
and their grandmother
Lyubov Farzaliyeva
share a moment inside
the family’s home.

“CLT is more sustainable, and it’s
beautiful,” Abdurrahman Hussain
says. “What’s not to love?” His
family lives in a Kenmore house
built with mass timber.



PACIFIC NW18

Jones isexcited
bythepotential
formasstimber
toaddress two
oftoday’smost
pressingproblems:
climatechangeand
thehousingcrisis.

FIND YOUR NEW HOME

• Contemporary
Designs

• Open, Airy Floor
Plans

• Custom Home
Builds

• 15-Year Structural
Warranty

WHO SAYS GOOD THINGS DON’T COME IN SMALL PACKAGES!

253.735.3435



COURTESY OF ATELIERJONES
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Atelierjones
recently
submitted this
rendering for
an accessory
dwelling unit
using mass
timber as part
of ADUniverse
2.0, the City
of Seattle’s
open-access
bank of ADU
plans, which will
be available to
the public this
November.
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Atelierjones’
Heartwood
building in

Seattle’s Capitol
Hill neighborhood

is eight stories
tall. Seattle’s

Office of Planning
and Community
Development is
exploring new

zoning updates
that would allow

for even taller
wood buildings.

LARA SWIMMER

“
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Lauren Gallow is a design writer based in Seattle.
Her forthcoming book “New Northwest” (Figure
1 Publishing), in stores Nov. 10, showcases
contemporary residential architecture in
Washington state. Ivy Ceballo is a Seattle Times staff
photographer: iceballo@seattletimes.com.

“Seattle’s
architecture
shouldreflectour
region’sstrength.
It shouldalso
representourvision
forhowwecan live
closer tonature in
ourcities.”

Tacoma’s Premier
Senior Living Community

Discover Vibrant, Inspired, Luxury Living
For those who measure life in miles hiked, tides explored, and views earned,
Tacoma’s North End is a natural place to retire. At Franke Tobey Jones, a not-
for-profit community, you’ll enjoy a welcoming lifestyle
on a 20-acre, park-like campus bordering 760-acre Point
Defiance Park — home to wooded trails, formal gardens,
beaches, and sweeping water views. Just minutes away
are Point Ruston’s waterfront shops and dining, the
Tacoma Yacht Club, and nearby golf courses — so every
day offers a new reason to get outside.We’re introducing
Parkside View — 72 new luxury independent l iving
apartments with stunning views and top-tier amenities!

Scan to RSVP and

Learn More or Call

253-218-4482

Discovery Center
Open! Apartment
prices, finishes and

features now
available.


