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COVER IMAGE: SMTW-Menindee students Jada Hogg and Kiarah King Williams, interviewing Joy Williams.

“Show Me The Way provides an opportunity to transcend the lives of young people. I like 
to think of this and my learning over time, listening to the old people.… [it] values the 

story and utilises a modern format to honour the storytelling, a format connected to the 
education of young people…providing life skills through practical application…These are 
all skills to apply to their lives and their futures through a supportive environment with 

multiple stakeholders in a culturally determined way.” 
Tom Brideson, Deputy Commissioner NSW Mental Health Commission
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We would like to acknowledge the traditional custodians of 
the lands on which we gather, and pay our respects to Elders 

past, present, and emerging. We acknowledge the ongoing living 
culture of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.



A NOTE FROM THE CHAIR AND THE CEO.

As Chair and of the Board and as CEO of Show Me The Way, we are both proud to reflect on a year of 
meaningful impact, strengthened partnerships, and growing opportunities for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander youth across our communities.

“SMTW–Orange 2024” stands as a testament to what can be achieved when education, culture, and 
community come together with purpose. The success experienced by students at Canobolas High School, and 
the deep connections formed between the education and health sectors in central western NSW, highlight the 
importance of our work and the collaborative spirit that drives it.

Our Production House continues to be a cornerstone of sustainability and innovation for SMTW. Its high-
quality storytelling and video production have not only supported our core programs but have also delivered 
outstanding outcomes for our partners in the health sector. This year saw the continued growth of our 
relationship with the South East Sydney Local Health District, including the creation of the Growing Deadly 
Kids series—a powerful collection of stories led by Aboriginal families across Bidjigal to Dharawal lands. More 
recently, starting and growing new relationships with Ethan Indigenous and Australian Community Business 
Network (ABCN). 

Looking ahead, we are excited about the new program being developed in partnership with the Western 
NSW Primary Health Network and with generous support from the St George Foundation. Modelled on the 
achievements in Orange, this initiative will bring culturally centred learning and creative expression to another 
school with a largely First Nations student population. We are now in the scoping phase and look forward to 
the positive outcomes this work will generate.

As we approach two decades of collaboration, our enduring partnership with Ogilvy continues to strengthen 
SMTW’s presence and visibility, including the recent refresh of our website.

Finally, we want to acknowledge the extraordinary commitment of our Board members—a team of passionate 
individuals who give their time, skill, and cultural leadership to ensure that young people have pathways to 
thrive in education, community, and health. Their dedication remains at the heart of every achievement.

Together, we look forward to another year of shared success, strong partnerships, and meaningful outcomes 
for the young people we serve.

Daniel Forrest       			   Chris Maguire
Show Me The Way Chair			  Show Me The Way CEO
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OUR PROCESS.

aligned with organisation’s RAP
expanding school programs across
Australia
developing curriculum-linked resources      
tailored to the local community
screening and distributing educational 
videos through libraries nationwide 
and online

•
•

•

•

with all stakeholders community & 
students at special screenings
students gain future career skills from 
the program
increased interest and engagement 
in school
the program meets or exceeds 
expectations

•

•

•

•

with stakeholders to fund a 
school-based program

• codesigning a program with  education 
outcomes
aligned with school’s strategic plan
connecting students with inspiring First 
Nations local heroes

•

•
•



SCHOOL RETENTION 

•  Year 10 – 12 retention & attendance levels are decreasing.
•  56.4% in 2022, from 60.5% in 2021.
•  40% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students do NOT complete Year 12.

PROBLEM.

SOLUTION.
Supporting Australian students in achieving their potential through film-making that inspires, 
engages, and empowers.

SHOW ME THE WAY conducts end-to-end design and delivery of short  film programs aimed at 
students from Year 5 to Year 12, with ideal target groups in Years 10-11.

Workshop facilitators, professionals from the film and television industry support our students every 
step of the way, ensuring their voices are heard loud and strong and the films they make are of  
outstanding quality.

MENTAL HEALTH

•  The leading cause of disease burden in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.
•  Rates of hospitalisation for intentional self-harm are THREE times non-Indigenous.
•  The rates of suicide is TWICE the rateof non-Indigenous Australians.

EMPLOYMENT

•  Employment rates of 15-34 years is 23% LESS than non-Indigenous (53% to 76%).
•  Gap in employment rates (First Nations vs Non-indigenous) was higher in more remote     	
   areas, ranging from 17% in Major cities to 47% in Remote and very remote areas.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE

•  For students in Years 1 to 10, the overall attendance rate for First Nations students       
   was around 77% in 2024, a decrease from 84% in 2014. 
•  Attendance rates fall significantly in secondary school, reaching a low of around 66%     
   for Year 10 students.

HIGHER EDUCATION

• In 2022 (the latest year for which higher education retention data is available), First 
Nations students had the lowest retention rate among all equity groups at 70.7%, a 
decrease of 3.2 percentage points from 2016. 
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SMTW Menindee, students Jada Hogg and Kiarah King Williams SMTW Orange, Awards Ceremony at Canobolas High School

SMTW Walgett, Yarning Circle

SMTW Westpac SMTW Derby students practice filming



OUR PARTNERS.

Our work is made possible through the support of invaluable partners throughout our 
business

Operating 
PartnersOperating 

Partners

Operating 
Partners
Community 

consultants / 
Program 

collaborators

Co-curricular 
Partners

Sharing our 
Stories
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III. SPECIAL PURPOSE  FINANCIAL 		
	 STATEMENTS (ANNUAL REPORT)
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Show Me The Way Incorporated 
ABN 52 267 505 507
For the year ended 30 June 2025



Income and Expenditure Statement
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Assets and Liabilities Statement

8Show Me The Way Incorporated Association INC 9885881
Charitable Fundraising Authority CFN/20362



Statement of Cash Flows
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Notes to the Financial Statements
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Committee’s Report

25/11/2025
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