999 Tuscany Grand Rando closes with a positive result and thanks all participants and collaborators Bike Rando and its Tuscan ASD partners have completed their analysis and evaluation of the "999 Tuscany Grand Rando" event, held last June. The randonnée, recognized as a BRM and BRI brevet and valid for the IGT (Italia del Grand Tour) challenge, was so successful that in 2025 it will become the world's leading randonnée for over 1,200 participants in terms of homologation, following the cancellation of the LEL due to a natural disaster. The event's high level of appreciation is evidenced by the numerous posts published on social media and the emails sent to the organization and to the web channels of the website www.999tuscany.it. The fact that fills us with pride is that in just 10 years (which were also troubled by Covid), we, along with the other IGT race organizers with whom we collaborated, have contributed to placing three of our events in the top 5 of the world rankings (1001 Miglia, Alpi 4000, and 999).
The figures: - 340 registered riders from 27 different countries - 290 starters - 185 BRM-approved riders - 9 BRI-approved riders - 20 finishers for a total of 214 finishers and 76 dropouts (26.2%).
Bike Rando's partner ASD: Amatori San Gimignano, Bulletta Bike, Ciclistica Valdarbia, Labronica Bike Team, MareVettaMare, and Pro Sasso (ETS) for 20 members of the organizing staff.
Associations and volunteers present and active at the start/finish point and at the 14 checkpoints/services: 10 associations and 210 volunteers – 5 private stations. The 1,193 km route was divided into 16 stages.              Of the 14 Bike Points, 11 offered meals, restrooms, and 8 of these also provided dormitories and showers. One dormitory (Chiusi della Verna) was equipped with beds. Three Points were operated using campers and mobile vehicles. The provision of services, with the exception of three stations, was included in the registration fee. At the start point, Vetrina Toscana offered all participants a buffet with typical products, while upon arrival, participants could enjoy a pasta party, use showers, and secure a bed at the Hostel.              The registration fee was kept to a minimum, ranging from €160 to €200, much lower than similar events and considered appreciable considering the services provided.
The route, although very challenging due to the physical characteristics of Tuscany and the need to ensure maximum enjoyment and safety, recorded a 26.2% withdrawal rate, which is normal, if not lower, than similar events such as the PBP, LEL, 1001Miglia, and Alpi 4000.
Overall, the cyclists were very pleased with the outcome, with only one significant incident promptly attended to and resolved successfully. The volunteers were attentive and enthusiastic, and only one unfortunate communication issue prevented 20 cyclists from obtaining certification despite their event being considered valid for the IGT. Bike Rando and its partner ASDs will offer these innocent cyclists free registration for the PBP qualifying event package (200, 300, 400, and 600) in 2027.
We are very pleased with the appreciation we received from cyclists and institutions for the original and valuable Rando Book, written in correct Italian and English and delivered, as well as the precious travertine object for all finishers and the high-quality commemorative jersey. Another source of satisfaction was the active participation of the San Rossore Park Authority and the Tuscany Region, which will include the route on its Visit Tuscany portal. But even greater satisfaction is due to the fact that, after waiting seven years to replicate the 999 format, we recorded a large participation of Italian cyclists and a comforting presence of foreign cyclists who, despite the presence of the LEL, chose Italy. Furthermore, almost all Tuscan ASD have joined Bike Rando, not as mere collaborating ASDs but as full partners, demonstrating that such complex events can only be managed through collaborative efforts where everyone feels involved and is willing to share the burdens and honors.
