
CINDY GUAN
GRAPHIC DESIGNER
Writer, illustrator, and designer based in the Bay Area who combines 
bookbinding and fandom culture to bring people together.
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01 REPAIRING GREENVILLE
Designing an Architectural Case Study

In an editorial design class taught by Bob Aufuldish, I 
and 2 other students were selected out of the class to 
design a book for CCA’s architecture division.

Architecture students had designed new buildings for 
Greenville after the town burned down in 2021, and this 
book documents the perspectives of the students and 
teachers, their design process, stories of healing from 
townspeople who survived, and essays written by the 
faculty and chair of the program.

Under student design director Sherry Chou, I 
implemented the design system she had developed, 
designing layouts and setting type and images.

A limited run was printed in 2025. 
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02 CDS COMMUNITY
Children's Day School Branding Campaign

A new branding system for Children’s Day School’s 
new community outreach program, aiming to give it 
recognizability and liven up the visual identity, with 
TBD*, a student-run design studio at California 
College of the Arts.

Many clients come in need of a makeover or a 
project that builds on existing design, and Children’s 
Day School (CDS), a K–8 public school in San 
Francisco’s Mission District, was no different.

They were planning a new community outreach 
program and wanted a design for it, a “sub-brand” 
to its current brand, that spoke to what CDS was 
really about—its inclusiveness and social 
consciousness, its unique blend of STEM and arts, 
and above all, its community.
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03 GOL HAH DOV
Fanfiction Typeset and Fanbinding

GOL HAH DOV is a wildly popular fanfiction based on 
the video game Skyrim, written over the course of two 
years. I've always loved being able to hold the books I 
love in my hands to reread over and over, spurring me 
to create this passion project in my final semester of 
college; not for any class, but because I wanted to 
enough to devote hours of free time to it.

Collaborating with an artist who made the cover 
design, interior illustrations, and strong ideas for the 
style, I typeset the 376,776-word manuscript and 
bound it into two physical volumes.





C I N D Y G U A N D E S I G N . C O M

04 THE TAROT
Classfication Diagram of Tarot Cards

A diagram of the classification and meaning of all 88 
tarot cards that can bring you from a complete 
beginner to tarot to being able to conduct your own 
tarot reading!

Featuring custom handlettering inspired by the work of 
Jessica Hische, the muted palette with gold accents 
evokes fantasy, spirituality, and antiquity.
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05 SUMAC & STERLING
Restaurant Branding Concept

Sumac and Sterling is a brand concept for a high-end 
tea house inspired by the arts and crafts movement. In 
keeping with the theme, the monogrammatic logo 
resembles the vines and leaves of a plant, and both it 
and the graphics developed for this concept were 
executed using hand-carved lino prints.
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06 THE EPHEMEROI
Oracle Cards Design Thesis Project

Complete with an enclosed instruction booklet, modular 
hand-drawn art, and unique fronts and backs, the 
Ephemeroi is a set of 40 cards that can be used to play 
hanafuda games, make card divinations, construct 
modular artworks, and tell prompt-based stories, all in 
one deck.

The variety of ways this deck can be played, as well as 
the nature of play and games, represents the given 
theme: ephemerality.

A limited run was printed and sold in 2024.
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07 DRUNK IN CHANG'AN
Time Travel Journal Concept

Based on the concept of a time traveler documenting 
different periods of history, this edition of The Time 
Traveler's Diary focuses on daily life in Tang Dynasty 
China. This journal combines elements of the old and 
new, depicting ancient works of art and earthy colors 
with bold type and graphic uses of imagery to create a 
distinctly anachronistic style.
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08 DEGREES OF SEPARATION
Self-published Fanzine

To celebrate the community of readers and artists who 
follow the ongoing Ultrakill fanfiction the 21 grams 
experiment, I designed a 96-page art book for all the 
fanart that has been made for it as a gift to the author, 
including creating the cover art and binding it together 
in a saddle-stitch fanzine.

For me, book design, whether mostly type or mostly 
image, is the union of passion and the labor of love that 
is fandom. 
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LIKED WHAT YOU SAW?
LET'S CHAT!

Email: cindyguan313@gmail.com

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/cindy-g-767332193/

Instagram: @cindyg.ind


