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Chinese	sks	identification	guide

SKS	rifles	were	once	widely	available	in	the	US	for	around	$100,	but	their	abundance	and	low	prices	led	many	Americans	to	view	them	as	inferior.	These	rifles	were	often	modified	by	amateur	gunsmiths,	resulting	in	poorly	made	guns.	When	shopping	for	an	SKS,	be	cautious	of	such	atrocities	and	know	what	to	look	for.	SKS	Import	History	The	first
SKS	carbines	brought	to	the	US	were	Vietnam	War	trophies.	For	several	years,	they	were	scarce	due	to	rare	ammunition.	In	the	1980s,	improved	relations	with	China	led	to	a	surge	in	imports,	making	millions	of	SKS	rifles	available	at	affordable	prices.	The	Norinco	Ban	in	1994	cut	off	these	imports,	but	Russian	Federation	examples	arrived	before
being	banned	in	1998.	Other	nations'	models,	like	Yugoslavian	and	Romanian	guns,	began	filling	the	gap	after	the	Russian	import	cutoff.	The	semi-automatic	rifle	SKS	has	become	highly	sought	after	in	the	US	market,	largely	due	to	its	limited	availability	and	strict	import	laws.	With	most	countries	imposing	restrictions	on	importing	new	batches	of
SKSs,	prices	began	to	rise	as	soon	as	supplies	dwindled.	In	contrast,	some	countries	like	China	and	Russia	still	have	warehouses	full	of	SKSs,	but	their	export	is	restricted	by	US	law.	As	a	result,	the	value	of	SKS	variants	can	vary	greatly	depending	on	factors	such	as	model,	year	of	production,	and	manufacturing	methods.	While	some	collectors	may	be
willing	to	pay	top	dollar	for	rare	or	early-production	models,	others	may	find	more	common	SKSs	worth	significantly	less.	Fortunately,	all	SKS	variants	are	well-made	and	serve	equally	well	when	fired.	For	those	looking	to	purchase	an	SKS,	understanding	the	different	types	of	SKS	variants	can	be	a	challenge.	The	article	aims	to	provide	an	overview	of
the	most	common	types	of	SKSs	found	on	the	American	second-hand	gun	market,	including	their	unique	features	and	values.	SKS	Variants	offer	a	detailed	analysis	of	the	various	types	of	SKS	rifles,	including	those	manufactured	by	Russian	factories	such	as	Izhevsk	and	Tula.	These	articles	delve	into	the	specific	characteristics	of	each	model,	helping
collectors	identify	authentic	examples	and	determine	their	value.	Russian	and	Chinese	SKS	carbines	are	highly	collectible	due	to	their	rarity	in	the	US	market.	Early	models	and	those	produced	by	Izhevsk	can	fetch	high	prices,	often	exceeding	$1000.	In	contrast,	Chinese	SKSs	are	more	common	and	widely	available,	with	prices	starting	from	lower
hundreds.	While	both	variants	shoot	well,	Russian	models	are	preferred	by	collectors	due	to	their	historical	significance.	The	Chinese	produced	the	largest	numbers	of	SKSs,	experimenting	with	various	designs	and	materials.	Identifying	specific	models	can	be	challenging	due	to	slight	variations	in	production.	Standard	commercial	variants	with	spike
bayonets	are	common,	while	military	surplus	Type	56	models	and	rare	commercial	variants	like	the	SKS-D	or	Model	M	are	more	sought	after.	Chinese	SKSs	imported	from	Albania	can	fetch	high	prices	due	to	their	historical	significance,	despite	being	sold	at	a	lower	cost	than	comparable	Chinese	models.	These	rifles	saw	action	during	the	Balkan	civil
war	and	feature	"trench	art"	that	adds	to	their	collectibility.	In	contrast,	Yugoslavian	SKSs	are	more	common	in	the	US	market	but	are	easier	to	identify	due	to	their	unique	design	modifications.	The	most	notable	difference	is	the	addition	of	a	grenade	launcher	spigot,	which	sets	them	apart	from	other	Soviet-designed	rifles.	Romanians	also	produced
similar	SKSs,	known	as	M56s,	which	can	be	harder	to	distinguish	from	Russian	models	due	to	similarities	in	design	and	markings.	Some	key	differences	between	Romanian	and	Russian	SKSs	include	the	location	of	the	factory	stamp	on	the	receiver	and	the	presence	of	a	distinctive	"arrow	in	a	triangle"	mark	on	Cugir-made	rifles.	Overall,	Yugoslavian
SKSs	are	often	preferred	by	collectors	due	to	their	unique	history	and	distinctive	features.	Romanian,	Albanian,	and	other	rare	SKS	variants	are	gaining	popularity	among	collectors	due	to	their	uniqueness	and	scarcity.	While	Romanian	SKSs	can	sell	for	decent	prices,	they	still	don't	hold	the	same	value	as	some	other	models.	In	contrast,	Albanian
SKSs	are	highly	sought	after	for	their	distinctive	features,	such	as	the	elongated	handguard	and	double-compartment	buttplate.	However,	it's	worth	noting	that	Albanian	SKSs	can	be	challenging	to	find	due	to	their	limited	production	runs.	Some	buyers	may	overpay	for	them,	especially	if	they're	not	aware	of	what	they	have.	On	the	other	hand,	certain
rare	variants	like	the	East	German	Karabiner-S	or	Polish	KSs	can	command	very	high	prices.	East	German	models	stand	out	with	their	K98-style	sling	slot	in	the	stock	and	were	only	produced	for	a	short	period.	Unfortunately,	most	DDR	SKSs	were	lost	during	military	conflicts	in	North	Vietnam	and	Croatia,	leaving	few	examples	available	to	collectors.
In	contrast,	Vietnamese	and	North	Korean	SKS	clones	are	relatively	common,	but	still	highly	sought	after	by	enthusiasts.	The	SKS	rifle,	a	military	surplus	firearm,	has	had	its	value	fluctuate	over	time	due	to	various	factors	such	as	historical	provenance	and	model	rarity.	While	it's	true	that	not	every	high	price	is	a	mistake,	there	are	instances	where
an	otherwise	normal	SKS	can	be	worth	more	than	average	to	the	right	person.	For	instance,	a	Vietnam	bringback	with	papers	or	a	rare	variation	of	a	model	can	significantly	increase	its	value.	For	those	interested	in	acquiring	their	first	SKS,	hunting	for	one	of	the	more	generic	Chinese	models	in	good	condition	is	recommended,	with	prices	ranging
from	$400-$450.	However,	if	you	have	deep	pockets	and	are	interested	in	collecting	rarer	examples,	the	possibilities	are	endless.	It's	essential	to	be	aware	of	potential	atrocities	such	as	poorly	welded	scope	rails,	home-modified	stocks,	and	amateur	gunsmithing	projects	that	can	decrease	a	rifle's	value.	In	2022,	finding	a	good	deal	on	an	SKS	is
challenging	due	to	its	rarity	and	demand.	A	time	when	an	SKS	could	be	had	for	around	$100	has	long	passed,	and	now	they	are	often	viewed	as	collectibles	rather	than	cheaply	made	firearms.	As	a	result,	it's	crucial	to	approach	the	market	with	caution	and	avoid	being	swayed	by	low	prices	that	may	seem	too	good	to	be	true.	Typically,	individuals	who
claim	such	things	are	unaware	of	what	they	actually	possess.	To	be	fair,	identifying	an	SKS's	country	of	origin	is	not	always	straightforward,	but	it	can	be	done	with	knowledge	of	its	characteristics.	This	guide	will	outline	the	simplest	methods	for	determining	an	SKS's	country	of	origin	and	provide	a	general	idea	of	their	market	value	in	the	current
market.	The	history	of	SKS	imports	to	the	US	began	during	the	Vietnam	War	when	veterans	brought	back	trophies.	For	several	years,	these	were	the	only	SKSs	available	in	the	country	due	to	limited	ammunition	supply.	However,	with	improving	relations	between	the	US	and	China	in	the	1980s,	Chinese	manufacturers	took	advantage	of	the	demand
for	affordable	firearms	by	exporting	millions	of	SKSs,	along	with	cheap	ammunition,	from	1985	until	1994	when	President	Clinton	signed	the	Norinco	Ban.	The	end	of	Chinese	imports	coincided	with	the	fall	of	the	USSR,	resulting	in	Russia	satisfying	SKS	demand	until	it	too	was	cut	off	in	1998.	Most	Russian	SKS	examples	imported	to	the	US	were
brought	in	during	these	four	years.	Following	the	cutoff	of	Russian	imports,	SKSs	from	other	nations	began	to	fill	the	void,	including	Yugoslavian,	Romanian,	and	Albanian	models.	As	with	all	surplus	firearms,	SKS	stockpiles	eventually	ran	dry	worldwide.	While	China,	Russia,	and	a	few	other	countries	likely	still	have	warehouses	full	of	SKSs,	US	law
prevents	new	imports.	With	relatively	few	remaining	SKSs	available	for	import	to	the	US,	prices	began	rising	as	soon	as	availability	decreased.	Some	SKS	variants	are	easier	to	identify	than	others,	and	even	minor	differences	between	models	and	years	can	significantly	impact	their	value.	Therefore,	let's	examine	the	different	types	of	SKS	that	you're
likely	to	encounter.	American	Second-Hand	Gun	Market:	What	to	Look	For	and	How	to	Identify	Valuable	SKS	Variants	The	American	second-hand	gun	market	offers	a	vast	array	of	SKS	variants	for	buyers	to	explore.	While	the	quality	and	value	can	vary	significantly	between	models,	they	are	generally	well-made	and	reliable.	SKS	Variants	------------	This
article	will	cover	the	major	differences	between	various	SKS	variants,	but	it's	not	an	exhaustive	list.	For	serious	collectors	seeking	in-depth	information	on	factory	markings,	years	of	production,	and	manufacturing	methods,	online	forums	are	a	valuable	resource.	However,	for	a	more	surface-level	introduction	to	analyzing	SKSs,	continue	reading.
Original	Russian	SKS	-------------------	Developed	in	1945,	the	original	SKS	was	based	on	the	Samozaryadny	Karabin	sistemy	Simonova	(Self-loading	Carbine	of	Simonov).	It	was	produced	at	both	the	Tula	and	Izhevsk	factories,	with	hardwood	or	laminate	stocks	depending	on	the	year	of	production.	The	earliest	models	featured	a	cruciform	bayonet,	while
later	ones	used	a	blade-style	bayonet.	Russian	SKSs	underwent	factory	refurbishment	before	being	imported,	resulting	in	some	examples	having	non-original	features	such	as	a	blued	bolt	and/or	bayonet.	These	refurbished	models	can	be	more	valuable	than	their	original	counterparts,	especially	when	sold	in	excellent	condition.	Collectibility	and	Value
----------------------	SKS	carbines	from	their	country	of	origin,	particularly	early	models	and	Izhevsk-produced	ones,	command	the	highest	prices	on	the	second-hand	market.	Examples	can	sell	for	$1,000	or	more,	with	some	fetching	as	much	as	$2,000	in	online	auctions.	However,	the	demand	for	Russian	SKSs	has	driven	up	prices,	making	them	less
desirable.	For	buyers	seeking	a	more	affordable	option,	examples	from	other	countries	are	available	at	lower	prices	and	offer	similar	performance.	At	this	point,	it's	best	to	focus	on	foreign-made	SKS	variants	if	you're	not	set	on	owning	an	original	Russian	model.	The	Chinese	SKS	holds	a	unique	place	in	the	history	of	Soviet-era	rifles,	with	significant
variation	among	models	due	to	extensive	production	and	experimentation	by	Chinese	manufacturers.	Produced	for	a	long	time	and	in	large	numbers,	the	Chinese	clearly	favored	this	design,	adapting	it	with	various	features	such	as	stamped	receivers,	alternative	stock	materials,	and	shorter	barrel	lengths.	The	most	common	variant	is	the	commercial
SKS	with	a	spike	bayonet,	manufactured	by	multiple	factories	including	Norinco	and	Polytech.	The	majority	of	Chinese	SKSs	exported	to	the	US	were	sourced	from	the	Jianshe	Arsenal	factory	code	26,	but	other	factories	used	similar	identification	symbols	featuring	stylized	numbers	inside	triangles.	The	inclusion	of	Chinese	characters	or	"Norinco"	in
English	helped	with	identification.	Many	Chinese	SKSs	also	came	equipped	with	spike	bayonets.	Recently	imported	batches	of	Type	56	SKSs	were	sourced	from	Albania,	acquired	through	military	aid	from	China	several	years	ago.	Despite	being	sold	at	lower	prices	than	other	dealers,	these	rifles	have	significant	historical	value	due	to	their	use	in	the
Albanian	military	during	the	Balkan	civil	war.	Some	feature	"trench	art"	-	personal	decorative	touches	added	by	soldiers.	Chinese-made	rifle	is	from	Albania	and	was	sold	through	PSA.	The	Yugoslavian	M59/66	rifle	has	a	grenade	launcher	spigot.	Yugoslavian	SKSs	are	distinctive	because	they	have	a	grenade	launcher	on	top	of	the	barrel.	They	never
chrome-lined	their	barrels,	unlike	other	countries	that	copied	this	design.	Romanian	M56	SKS	is	similar	to	Russian	SKS	but	with	some	differences.	A	Romanian	M56	can	be	difficult	to	identify	at	first	glance	due	to	its	similarities	to	a	Russian	SKS.	However,	it	can	be	distinguished	by	certain	markings	and	stamps	on	the	receiver.	Albanian	made	SKS
rifles	in	the	US	are	highly	sought	after	due	to	their	rarity	and	unique	features.	These	rifles	typically	fetch	a	higher	price	than	other	SKS	models	but	can	still	be	bought	at	relatively	reasonable	prices.	They	stand	out	for	having	a	distinct	wood	stock	style	change	around	the	gas	tube,	covering	more	hand	space	but	increasing	weight.	Albanian-made	SKSs
feature	double-compartment	buttplates	and	distinctive	vent	holes.	Some	are	sold	at	premium	prices	when	sellers	know	their	value,	while	others	may	go	for	standard	Chinese	pricing.	Other	rare	SKS	variants	include	East	German	Karabiner-S,	Polish	KSs,	Vietnamese	and	North	Korean	clones,	among	others.	These	models	can	fetch	high	prices	due	to
their	rarity	and	limited	availability	in	the	US.	East	German	models	are	notable	for	their	K98-style	sling	slot,	while	Vietnamese	and	North	Korean	examples	often	served	as	veteran	bringbacks.	The	scarcity	of	some	SKS	variants	makes	them	highly	collectible.	Examples	include	North	Vietnam-produced	rifles,	which	are	extremely	rare,	and	Polish	KSs,	of
which	few	photos	exist	online.	These	unique	rifles	showcase	the	diversity	and	rarity	of	the	SKS	model	line.	SKS	Carbines	Can	Be	Worth	More	Than	Expected	For	those	who	know	what	to	look	for,	an	SKS	carbine	can	be	a	valuable	find.	Specific	historical	provenance,	such	as	a	Vietnam-era	bringback	with	papers	or	a	rare	variation	of	the	model,	can
significantly	increase	its	value.	However,	building	a	serious	collection	is	not	for	everyone.	Even	so,	one	can	still	purchase	a	good	shooting	SKS	at	a	reasonable	price.	In	today's	market,	a	generic	Chinese	model	in	good	condition	can	be	found	for	around	$400-$450.	Those	with	deeper	pockets	and	an	interest	in	collecting	rare	examples	may	find	the	sky's
the	limit.	But	for	those	looking	to	acquire	their	first	SKS,	starting	with	a	more	common	model	is	a	good	way	to	get	started.	The	US	market	for	firearms	became	a	significant	source	of	revenue	for	Chinese	manufacturers	after	the	USSR	collapsed	in	1991,	allowing	them	to	flood	the	country	with	affordable	SKS	rifles.	Between	the	mid-1980s	and	1994,
China	imported	millions	of	these	guns,	making	them	the	most	abundant	variant	in	the	US	at	the	time.	The	import	ban	imposed	by	President	Clinton's	Norinco	Ban	in	1994	put	an	end	to	Chinese	imports,	but	Russian-made	SKS	rifles	continued	to	be	sold	until	a	similar	ban	was	implemented	in	1998.	Other	countries	like	Yugoslavia	and	Romania	also
supplied	the	market	with	affordable	SKS	variants.	However,	due	to	US	laws	prohibiting	new	imports	from	certain	countries,	the	availability	of	SKS	rifles	has	decreased	significantly,	driving	up	prices.	While	some	rare	models	can	still	be	found	at	low	prices	globally,	many	have	become	highly	sought	after	by	collectors	in	the	US,	making	them	much
more	expensive	than	they	once	were.	Russian	SKS:	A	Comprehensive	Overview	of	Early-Style	Trigger	Guards	and	More	For	those	seeking	granular	details	about	Russian	SKS	carbines,	this	article	is	not	for	you.	Instead,	it	provides	an	introduction	to	the	surface-level	analysis	of	these	firearms.	The	original	Soviet	design	was	developed	alongside	the
M43	cartridge	in	1945,	with	some	early-production	models	undergoing	field	trials	before	the	war	ended.	Produced	by	both	Tula	and	Izhevsk	factories,	Russian	SKSs	featured	either	hardwood	or	laminate	stocks,	with	Tula	producing	more	units	over	the	years.	Early	models	used	a	cruciform	bayonet,	later	switching	to	a	blade-style	design.	Some
examples	underwent	factory	refurbishment,	resulting	in	non-original	features	like	blued	bolts	and	bayonets.	Russian	SKS	carbines	from	their	country	of	origin	are	highly	collectible,	commanding	high	prices	on	the	market.	Early	models,	Izhevsk-produced	models,	and	those	in	excellent	condition	can	sell	for	over	$1,000.	Some	even	fetch	as	much	as
$2,000.	However,	unless	you're	a	collector	seeking	an	SKS	made	in	its	country	of	inception,	Russian	models	may	not	be	the	best	choice.	Examples	from	other	countries	are	available	at	lower	prices	and	will	shoot	equally	well.	Chinese	SKS	rifles	are	widely	available	in	the	US	market	due	to	various	importation	efforts.	However,	identifying	specific
models	can	be	challenging	given	their	numerous	variations.	Most	Chinese	commercial	variants	feature	spike	bayonets	and	were	manufactured	by	several	factories	before	being	imported.	Military	surplus	Type	56	models	also	made	it	into	the	country,	along	with	rarer	variants	like	the	SKS-D	and	Model	M	that	utilize	AK	magazines.	The	Yugo	SKS	rifle
can	be	converted	into	a	launcher	for	22mm	rifle	grenades	with	the	addition	of	a	specific	component.	Notably,	Yugoslavian-made	SKSs	tend	to	be	more	affordable	than	their	Chinese	counterparts	and	are	often	found	in	better	condition.	In	contrast,	Romanian	SKSs,	designated	as	M56,	are	more	difficult	to	identify	due	to	their	close	resemblance	to
Russian	models.	Romanian	SKSs	have	distinct	markings	that	can	help	differentiate	them	from	Russian	originals.	The	factory	stamp	on	the	receiver	is	a	key	identifier,	with	Romanians	placing	it	on	the	left	side	and	using	a	simpler,	cruder	"arrow	in	a	triangle"	mark	compared	to	Izhevsk's	version.	Despite	their	increasing	value,	Romanian	M56s	remain
less	desirable	than	other	variants.	Albanian	SKSs	are	one	of	the	rarest	in	the	US,	fetching	higher	prices	due	to	their	scarcity.	These	rifles	have	distinctive	elongated	handguards	and	unique	wooden	stocks	that	cover	the	full	length	of	the	gas	tube.	Identifying	an	Albanian	SKS	requires	checking	for	three	larger-than-average	vent	holes	and	a	stock	that
fully	hides	the	gas	tube.	Albanian	SKSs	can	fetch	a	higher	price	due	to	their	unique	double-compartment	buttplate,	but	they're	often	sold	at	standard	Chinese	prices	since	sellers	may	not	always	recognize	them.	However,	some	lucky	buyers	have	snagged	these	rare	birds	by	mistake	when	purchasing	Type	56s.	Albanian	SKSs	are	collectible,	yet	nothing
exceptionally	high-quality	about	them.	Other	countries'	SKS	variants,	like	the	East	German	Karabiner-S	and	Polish	ksS,	are	extremely	rare	due	to	limited	production	or	importation	into	the	US.	These	models	can	command	a	premium	price	among	collectors.	North	Korean	and	Vietnamese	SKSs	that	made	it	to	the	States	were	often	veteran	bringbacks.
Poland	received	some	SKSs	from	the	USSR	as	military	aid,	but	they	refurbished	them	with	Polish-made	stocks,	making	these	models	extremely	rare	to	find.	When	purchasing	an	SKS,	consider	its	historical	provenance;	a	Vietnam	bringback	or	a	rare	model	can	significantly	increase	its	value.	For	those	interested	in	acquiring	their	first	SKS,	hunting	for
a	generic	Chinese	model	in	good	shape	is	still	possible	at	around	$400-$450	in	the	current	market.	The	Ultimate	Guide	To	Bolt-Action	Rifles	From	the	Karabiner	98k	to	the	Mosin	Nagant,	explore	the	world	of	combat	bolt-action	rifles	that	shaped	warfare	history.	
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