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R. Kelly's Descent into Darkness: A Story of Shocking Allegations and Tenacious Journalism that moment left me with a sense of dread that lingered long after I walked out of her mom's room. As I glanced back at the TV screen, an image from R. Kelly's music video flashed in my mind - his arms raised to a bright blue sky as he sang "He likes little
girls". Since then, whenever I hear "I Believe I Can Fly", that phrase echoes in my head. I was one of the few who knew about R. Kelly's crimes before hearing his name - and it still puzzles me why those closest to him didn't know either. It seems that many people were aware of his pedophilic tendencies, yet they chose not to act on it. Instead, they
enabled and supported him, turning a blind eye to the harm he caused. Those in positions of power, from law enforcement to record labels, profited from his crimes without holding him accountable. Even the media perpetuated this silence. The "adultification" of young black girls was a disturbing trend that was often used to justify R. Kelly's actions.
The cultural joke about him "liking them young" is a painful reminder of how society has always devalued the lives of black girls. I've been following the R. Kelly case since 2017, and the documentary "Surviving R. Kelly" only reinforced my sense of outrage. Jim DeRogatis, a Chicago Sun-Times music reporter, has been investigating R. Kelly's crimes
for nearly two decades. He received an anonymous fax in 2000 that exposed the singer's problem - his obsession with young girls. DeRogatis and other journalists have risked their careers to uncover the truth about R. Kelly's sex trafficking ring. Their reporting is a testament to the power of investigative journalism, which can bring light to even the
darkest corners of society. Despite facing pushback and ridicule from some, they persevered in their pursuit of justice for the countless black women who have been abused by R. Kelly. A music journalist's relentless pursuit of justice for the victims of R. Kelly's abuse, and his unflinching examination of racism in America. The release of a sex-tape
featuring R. Kelly has sparked accusations and ridicule, yet DeRogatis refuses to move on from the story, instead focusing on the victims and their experiences with statutory rape and exploitation. His reporting spans two decades, starting in 2000, as he delves into the history of Kelly's abuse of women and children. The book chronicles this journey,
shedding light on a society that fails to acknowledge and protect its most vulnerable members - black women. As DeRogatis recounts, it is only when these women come forward that their voices can be heard, and justice can be sought. Two questions remain unanswered: how many more must speak out before Kelly is held accountable, and what
would have been the cost in lives if white victims had received the same attention? Through his work, DeRogatis becomes a champion for journalism, highlighting the importance of amplifying marginalized voices and confronting those who abuse their power. Spanning nearly two decades, Jim DeRogatis’ dedication to keeping the narrative focused
and on track is truly admirable. His willingness to confront uncomfortable truths and refuse to turn a blind eye to abuse of power has been unwavering, even in the face of adversity. It's essential that we, as readers, follow his example by bearing witness to these stories and not looking away. February 15, 2024 The author, Jim DeRogatis, was a
renowned music critic for the Chicago Sun Times. He received an anonymous fax in 2000 accusing R. Kelly of coercing underage girls into rape and producing sex tapes. The allegations suggested that Kelly held these young women hostage, controlling every aspect of their lives. Kelly reportedly made them cut ties with their families and friends,
forcing them to participate in humiliating acts. DeRogatis conducted interviews with insiders who revealed that Kelly's illegal activities were enabled by record producers, owners, clergy members, attorneys, and law enforcement officials who turned a blind eye to his crimes. The author also discovered that Kelly's security detail and managers were
complicit in his abuse of power. In addition, DeRogatis shed light on the fact that Kelly had been subjected to sexual abuse as a child by his older half-sister. This revelation humanized some of Kelly's victims who became more sympathetic towards them after learning about Kelly's own traumatic experience. DeRogatis’ reporting was met with death
threats and he received anonymously sent sex tapes featuring Kelly and minor girls. Despite this, he continued to expose Kelly’s crimes, questioning whether the justice system would have taken action sooner if Kelly's victims had been white instead of black. It is crucial that we salute DeRogatis for his bravery in pursuing this story and never giving
up on the victims. R. Kelly has been perpetuating abuse and exploitation for years, often openly defiant. The author's tireless efforts ultimately led to the exposure of Kelly’s crimes, and it is hoped that he will now face real consequences. I'll admit I wasn't aware of R. Kelly's history with underage girls until reading this book at Barnes & Noble. The
recent arrest and federal child pornography charges made it extremely timely. It's disheartening that our justice system doesn't provide equal treatment for the rich and powerful, like in Epstein's case. The book was a bit slow initially, focusing on R. Kelly's childhood and teen years, but it picked up pace towards the end. I appreciate author Jim
DeRogatis' dedication to investigating this story over 19 years. He has my respect for his efforts and bravery. This book is essential reading, offering an in-depth look at a significant cultural issue. DeRogatis' 'Soulless: The Case Against R. Kelly' offers a nuanced exploration of the music industry's complicity in R. Kelly's abuse. The book masterfully
weaves together nearly two decades of reporting, centering the voices of R. Kelly's victims and crediting the efforts of those who supported DeRogatis throughout his investigation. The book delves into R. Kelly's problematic behavior that was enabled by those around him, including friends and family members who turned a blind eye. It also sheds
light on the systems that protected entertainers and prioritized income over accountability. The audiobook effectively puts the spotlight on the women affected and their families, allowing them to share their stories. The author's 19-year investigation is presented in a clear and concise manner, making it an impactful read despite its somber subject
matter. However, some listeners found the additional sections detailing the journalist's personal life unnecessary. It is suggested that those interested in R. Kelly's story watch "Surviving R. Kelly" instead, or read this book for more background information. Were some predator's victims treated as expendable since they could create decent music. The
book is updated until the "Surviving R. Kelly" series aired, but other significant events have unfolded since publication. A great read about the voiceless gaining a voice and toppling a powerful predator with the help of relentless journalists. I've read this book but I'm feeling thoroughly informed afterwards. One thing that didn't sit well with me was
the lengthy descriptions of people's backgrounds; most of them seemed unnecessary to the main narrative. The writing style of Jim DeRogatis is engaging, but I find myself getting lost and disinterested when the timeline jumps back and forth.I'm grateful for Jim DeRogatis' efforts in sharing this story. After watching Surviving R. Kelly, I knew I
wanted to support this story by reading his book. The narrative was familiar to me as I'd been following it since Jessica Hopper interviewed DeRogatis years ago. I recall a vivid memory of being at my sister's house when "Ignition (Remix)" played and her friends made fun of me for protesting it. I'm proud to say I never watched R. Kelly's music videos,
thinking they were pointless. After reading this book and watching Surviving R. Kelly, I'm even more disturbed by the whole ordeal. Just as I finished reading this book, R. Kelly was arrested again, and it felt like justice was finally being served. This book provides an overwhelming amount of information about law proceedings, interviews, records,
depositions, contacts, stories, books written by those involved (including Kelly's 'Soulacoaster'), and DeRogatis' 18 years of reporting. Despite its complexity, I managed to read it in a week. It was difficult to read, but not as tough as listening to the survivors' stories in Surviving R. Kelly. DeRogatis' reporting in 'Soulless: The Case Against R. Kelly'
made me feel uneasy because everything had been laid out for two decades, yet no one took action against R. Kelly. Jive Records making billions off his music and the music he helped others write is just the tip of the iceberg. It's infuriating to see how much money can buy you protection in America. This book is a remarkable example of reporting and
perseverance. DeRogatis does a great job providing background on certain lawyers, judges, and himself: where he came from as a music fan, critic, person, and reporter. He understands that the story chose him because he was the pop music critic at The Chicago Sun-Times, which is Kelly's hometown. The story found its way to DeRogatis and he kept
following it because his instincts have always been right. This book is a must-read to understand the story behind R. Kelly's actions and their aftermath. The author, Jim DeRogatis, spent almost two decades investigating the musician's relationships with underage girls and his abusive behavior towards women in general. Despite initial resistance from
many in the music industry, DeRogatis' persistence eventually led to a reckoning, albeit belatedly. The book provides an essential account of R. Kelly's actions and their consequences, making it a significant contribution to understanding this complex case. R&B superstar R. Kelly faced severe allegations of grooming and sexually abusing young girls,
which surprisingly did not deter his career but instead made DeRogatis's work more impactful. Despite initial indifference from the music industry and others, DeRogatis dedicated over 18 years to the story, giving him exclusive access to key evidence such as disturbing videotapes. His book, "Soulless: The Case Against R. Kelly," is a culmination of
his tireless journalism and cultural critique, providing an in-depth look at Kelly's career, the investigations, and the devastating impact on numerous young girls whose lives were forever changed by their interactions with him.



