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Jm	coetzee	disgrace.		

Disgrace,	the	novel	by	J.M.	Coetzee,	is	set	in	post-apartheid	South	Africa	and	revolves	around	David	Lurie,	a	university	professor	struggling	with	personal	demons	and	professional	decline.	His	ill-fated	affair	with	a	student	sparks	a	series	of	events	leading	to	his	job	loss,	honor	tarnished,	and	eventual	retreat	to	his	daughter's	farm.	There,	he	faces
harsh	realities	about	himself,	his	country,	and	what	it	means	to	be	human.	This	journey	into	suffering,	shame,	and	redemption	explores	themes	of	evil,	violence,	dignity,	and	the	complexities	of	being	human	in	a	society	dominated	by	race	dynamics.	John	Maxwell	Coetzee	is	an	author	and	academic	from	South	Africa	who	gained	Australian	citizenship	in
2006.	He's	renowned	for	his	work	as	a	novelist	and	literary	critic,	having	won	the	Booker	Prize	twice	and	the	2003	Nobel	Prize	in	Literature.	This	particular	book,	"Disgrace",	left	a	lasting	impact	on	me,	making	me	crave	something	lighter	like	"Twilight".	I	was	taken	aback	by	how	much	it	affected	me,	in	ways	I	never	thought	possible.	Initially,	I'd	have
given	it	five	stars	for	its	superb	writing;	halfway	through,	four	would've	sufficed.	However,	the	ending	caught	me	off	guard,	and	I	felt	a	mix	of	emotions	-	confusion,	shock,	and	a	sense	of	unease.	Coetzee's	writing	is	precise,	leaving	no	room	for	ambiguity.	He	masterfully	weaves	his	narrative	to	convey	a	powerful	theme:	disgrace.	This	book	isn't	for	the
faint-hearted;	it's	a	journey	into	the	depths	of	shame,	humiliation,	and	degradation,	forcing	you	to	confront	your	own	vulnerabilities.	The	main	character,	David	Lurie,	is	a	complex	figure	-	flawed	and	perhaps	even	reprehensible	at	times	-	yet,	Coetzee	crafts	him	in	such	a	way	that	you	can't	help	but	empathize	with	his	struggles.	The	novel's	exploration
of	the	'disgrace'	of	growing	old	resonated	deeply	with	me,	making	it	a	hauntingly	memorable	experience.	Given	text	is	about	J.M.	Coetzee's	novel	Disgrace.	The	author	finds	the	book	intellectually	fulfilling	and	emotionally	impactful,	leaving	them	shaken.	They	praise	Coetzee's	writing	style,	calling	it	"masterful."	The	novel	explores	themes	of	identity,
morality,	and	societal	expectations	in	post-apartheid	South	Africa.	The	protagonist,	David	Lurie,	is	a	complex	character	struggling	to	adapt	to	a	changing	world.	His	actions	lead	to	a	downward	spiral,	affecting	those	around	him,	including	his	daughter.	The	author	notes	that	the	book	challenges	readers	to	confront	uncomfortable	truths	about	human
nature	and	society.	Throughout	the	novel,	Coetzee's	prose	masterfully	evokes	a	sense	of	atmosphere,	immersing	readers	in	the	bleak	reality	of	South	Africa's	social	landscape.	David	Lurie's	life	is	a	monotony	of	bureaucratic	justification,	until	his	affair	with	a	student	leads	to	his	downfall	and	he	becomes	an	outcast.	He	retreats	to	the	countryside,
where	he	reconnects	with	his	daughter	Lucy	in	post-apartheid	South	Africa,	a	country	where	owning	things	is	a	risk.	In	this	brutal	reality,	David	faces	vengeance,	banditry,	and	submission,	where	Western	culture	is	powerless.	J.M.	Coetzee	crafts	flesh-and-blood	characters	that	explore	relationships	between	classes,	genders,	parents	and	children,	and
the	clash	of	civilization	and	barbary.	The	story	unfolds	in	a	liminal	space	where	nothing	is	certain,	no	just	rewards	exist,	and	even	fairness	is	an	illusion.	David's	fall	from	grace	serves	as	a	humbling	experience,	stripping	him	bare.	He	must	start	anew,	accepting	that	sometimes	it	takes	a	fall	to	learn	and	grow.	The	novel	Disgrace	is	a	sober	and	compact
account	of	the	human	inability	to	communicate	effectively,	the	uncertain	relations	between	black	and	white	in	post-apartheid	South	Africa,	and	the	raw	physical	and	psychological	violence	that	erupts.	The	book	hits	like	a	sledgehammer,	leaving	readers	with	a	cathartic	experience	they	won't	forget	lightly.	It's	a	staggering	read.	Disgrace	by	J.M.
Coetzee	is	a	thought-provoking	novel	that	explores	the	complexities	of	human	communication	and	relationships	in	post-apartheid	South	Africa.	The	book	is	characterized	by	its	sober	and	compact	writing	style,	which	effectively	conveys	the	harsh	realities	of	physical	and	emotional	violence.	The	protagonist,	Professor	David	Lurie,	is	a	deeply	flawed
character	whose	actions	lead	him	to	a	state	of	disgrace.	Through	his	story,	Coetzee	raises	questions	about	the	nature	of	disgrace	and	whether	it	can	be	overcome.	The	author's	use	of	dialogue	and	internal	monologues	provides	insight	into	the	protagonist's	thoughts	and	feelings,	making	him	a	complex	and	nuanced	character.	The	novel	also	delves	into
themes	of	beauty,	power	dynamics,	and	intergenerational	relationships.	The	author's	portrayal	of	Lucy,	David's	daughter,	is	particularly	noteworthy,	as	she	navigates	her	own	path	in	life	while	struggling	to	understand	her	father's	actions.	Ultimately,	Disgrace	is	a	book	that	challenges	readers	to	confront	uncomfortable	truths	about	human	nature	and
the	consequences	of	our	actions.	While	it	may	not	be	an	easy	read,	it	is	a	powerful	and	thought-provoking	work	that	lingers	long	after	finishing	the	book.	The	book	becomes	intensely	personal	as	David	faces	challenges	that	prompt	further	self-reflection.	Much	of	this	novel	is	uncomfortable	and	harsh,	potentially	triggering	those	who	are	distressed	by
cruelty	to	both	animals	and	people.	The	author	managed	to	make	the	reader	side	with	David	and	root	for	him	partway	through	the	story.	However,	understanding	Lucy's	actions	and	sympathizing	with	her	proved	more	difficult	due	to	the	troubling	nature	of	her	actions	and	their	aftermath.	The	possibility	of	David	transforming	is	not	thoroughly
convincing,	but	it	leaves	room	for	hope.	The	book	is	well-written,	but	the	personal	reaction	to	its	content	necessitates	a	3.5	rating.	While	the	book	is	not	recommended	to	be	avoided	(with	the	exception	noted),	it	evoked	negative	emotions	in	this	reader.	The	novel	tackles	themes	of	shame	and	disgrace	in	complex	ways,	suggesting	that	these	feelings
can	stem	from	both	one's	own	actions	and	those	of	others.	It	also	highlights	different	types	of	humiliation	and	disgrace,	emphasizing	that	feeling	ashamed	doesn't	necessarily	require	being	at	fault.	The	book	is	about	a	professor	who	engages	in	an	affair	with	his	student	but	refuses	to	acknowledge	his	guilt	or	the	need	for	change.	Instead,	he	justifies
his	actions	as	natural	human	instincts.	The	novel	delves	into	themes	of	racism	and	violence	in	post-apartheid	South	Africa.	David's	character	serves	as	a	representation	of	disgrace,	particularly	after	his	inappropriate	relationship	with	Lucy.	The	author's	intention	seems	to	be	that	we	all	experience	moments	of	shame	and	humiliation	at	some	point	in
our	lives,	regardless	of	whether	it's	due	to	our	own	mistakes	or	the	actions	of	others.	The	book	is	a	complex	exploration	of	these	themes,	making	it	a	compelling	but	emotionally	challenging	read.	Given	text	:	....yet	compassion	is	circulating	in	our	thoughts.	Powerful	---	winner	of	the	1999	Booker	Prize*note....	readers	who	are	extremely	sensitive	to
animals	abuse,	may	not	want	to	read	this	---	or	skip	over	parts.August	28,	2019This	short	novel,	written	in	spare,	economical	prose,	tells	the	story	of	a	not	particularly	likable	middle-aged	Capetown	college	instructor	who	falls	into	"disgrace"	because	of	an	affair	with	a	student	and	is	soon	reduced	to	living	with	his	daughter	in	the	bush	and	working	as	a
euthanizer	at	the	local	animal	shelter.	A	violent	incident	occurs,	and	"disgrace"	takes	on	another	meaning.	The	novel	is	both	merciless	and	compassionate	(not	an	easy	combination	to	achieve),	and	is	also	incisive	in	its	portrayal	of	the	changing	world	of	South	Africa.November	25,	2017A	savage,	ruthless	book.At	the	onset	of	this	1999	Booker	winner,	I
thought	I	was	reading	the	story	of	52	year	old	Capetown	romantics	poetry	professor	David	Lurie,	who	has	an	affair	with	a	student	over	thirty	years	his	junior.	I	was	in	awe	of	the	storytelling,	of	how	Coetzee	was	able	to	show	much	by	saying	little,	about	the	two	sides	of	that	affair.Lurie,	a	man	who	identifies	as	a	Byron-esque	lover,	who	has	been	twice
divorced	and	who	enjoys	the	services	of	prostitutes,	isn't	exactly	likable.	Especially	when	he	has	the	opportunity	to	save	his	career	by	simply	issuing	an	apology,	but	doesn't,	on	principle.	His	hubris	is	cold	and	unwavering.I	thought	the	book	would	revolve	around	his	fall	from	grace	after	being	forced	to	resign	from	his	position.	I	guess	it	is,	in	a	small
part,	but	the	book	really	begins	after	taking	what	seems	like	a	wild	left	turn	into	the	remote	countryside	of	South	Africa,	where	Lurie’s	daughter	Lucy	lives.	It’s	a	whole	other	world	-	a	world	that	buzzes	with	danger.This	1990’s	post-Apartheid	South	Africa	is	a	seething	place,	certainly	unsafe	for	a	white	lesbian	woman	alone	on	a	farm.	A	terrible	attack
occurs,	fuelled	by	hatred.So	yes,	it	is	a	story	about	disgrace	-	but	Coetzee	casts	his	net	far	wider	than	an	aging	philanderer	who	abuses	his	position	of	power	and	loses	face	in	the	academic	community.	It	is	more	about	the	disgrace	of	rape.	The	disgrace	of	misogyny.	The	disgraceful	violence,	resulting	from	Apartheid.	It	also	touches	on	the
father/daughter	relationship,	generational	gaps,	and	what	one	is	prepared	to	lose	for	one's	principles.	It	is	about	aging,	loss	of	virility,	and	death.	And	I	haven’t	even	discussed	the	animals	-	those	poor,	poor	dogs.	All	in	220	pages	(what	IS	it	with	the	powerful,	short	novels	I’ve	been	reading	this	month?!).I	am	disturbed	by	the	brutality	of	life	in	this	part
of	the	world.	I’m	even	more	disturbed	by	how	Lucy	reacts	to	it.	She	refuses	to	leave	the	farm	after	the	attack.	Transformed	into	a	walking	dead,	she	is	at	the	mercy	of	her	attackers,	becoming	a	peasant	in	the	fields	she	once	mastered.	I	wasn’t	a	fan	of	David	Lurie,	womanizer,	objectifier,	general	dick-head.	But	I	found	myself	pleading	along	with	him,
begging	his	daughter	to	choose	something	else	for	her	life.	Instead,	she	loses	herself,	laying	down	in	submission,	much	like	a	dog	Coetzee's	novel	"Disgrace"	is	a	powerful	and	uncomfortable	read	that	delves	into	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature.	The	story	revolves	around	Lucy,	who	lays	down	like	a	dead	dog,	symbolizing	her	subjugation	to	the
violence	of	men	or	the	political	surrender	of	white	South	Africans	in	the	face	of	punishment	for	their	ancestors'	sins.	Coetzee's	portrayal	is	merciless	and	shocking,	highlighting	issues	that	are	deeply	ingrained	in	society.	The	novel	explores	themes	that	resonate	deeply	within	its	readers,	making	it	a	painful	yet	gripping	experience.	It	delves	into	the
darker	spirits	of	humanity,	exposing	the	inherent	pain	and	sickness	that	plagues	the	world.	The	story	exposes	one's	own	moral	inadequacies,	cultural	flaws,	racial	biases,	generational	values,	guilt,	and	sense	of	justice,	shaking	one's	way	of	life	and	leaving	it	exposed.	The	quote	"După	o	anumită	vîrstă,	nu	există	decît	pedeapsă"	(There	is	only
punishment	after	a	certain	age)	emphasizes	the	harsh	realities	that	await	us	all.	The	novel	has	been	praised	as	one	of	the	best	written	in	English	by	a	non-American	between	1980-2005.	However,	I	have	a	differing	opinion.	The	characters'	actions	seem	absurd	and	contradictory	to	any	normal	expectation	or	psychology.	Lucy	is	violated	but	refuses	to
accuse	her	perpetrators	and	report	them	to	the	police,	instead	losing	her	farm	and	feeling	no	regret.	She	becomes	inert,	a	symbol	of	passivity,	with	her	spirit	drained	from	her	body.	Similarly,	David	Lurie's	behavior	is	illogical.	He	has	an	affair	with	a	student,	Melanie	Isaacs,	yet	refuses	to	ask	for	forgiveness	from	her	parents,	which	would	have
resolved	the	situation	and	preserved	his	job.	Instead,	he	demits	himself	due	to	pride,	only	to	later	regret	it	and	seek	forgiveness	from	her	parents	on	his	knees.	The	novel's	conclusion	is	a	powerful	statement	about	life	itself,	stating	that	despite	humanity's	flaws	and	weaknesses,	life	remains	solid	and	ongoing.	The	universe	is	indifferent,	yet	life	persists
in	all	its	forms.	While	trying	to	absolve	himself	of	sin,	David	Lurie	finds	no	solace	in	his	actions.	He	returns	to	a	refuge	for	dogs	where	he	had	previously	met	Bev	Shaw.	At	this	point,	the	narrative	takes	a	turn...Among	all	the	novels	written	by	the	South	African	author	(now	living	in	Australia),	I	prefer	Waiting	for	the	Barbarians.	As	I	read	an
explanation	in	a	comment	for	Lucy's	refusal	to	go	to	the	police	and	report	her	violators,	it	was	mentioned	that	"she	seems	to	understand	what	David	cannot	approve:	that	to	stay	there	she	must	tolerate	brutality	and	humiliation	as	an	atonement	for	the	offenses	and	cruelties	of	whites	against	blacks."	The	explanation	did	not	convince	me.	I	do	not
believe	in	universal	guilt.	(Note:	I	have	paraphrased	the	text	while	keeping	its	original	language,	removing	unnecessary	content,	and	separating	it	with	I	was	disappointed	to	read	a	novel	by	a	male	author	that	portrayed	strong	women	characters	in	a	limited	and	stereotypical	way.	The	writing	style	was	often	overly	simplistic,	lacking	the	depth	and
complexity	I've	come	to	expect	from	award-winning	literature.	Unfortunately,	this	book	suffers	from	what	I	call	"the	Booker	disease"	-	a	phenomenon	where	winning	the	prestigious	Man	Booker	prize	doesn't	guarantee	a	good	book.	Many	reviews	praised	Coetzee's	work,	but	none	addressed	the	issue	of	his	poorly	written	dialogue.	The	characters	sound
like	they're	reciting	a	textbook	definition,	and	their	conversations	read	like	a	platform	for	the	author's	views	on	sensitive	topics	like	rape	and	class.	I	felt	no	connection	to	the	characters,	especially	not	David,	Lucy,	or	Bev.	What	resonated	with	me,	however,	was	the	tragic	fate	of	the	dogs	that	appear	weekly	in	the	narrative.	In	contrast,	the	burning	of
the	narrator	seemed	almost	gratuitous.	If	you're	looking	for	a	more	nuanced	exploration	of	South	Africa's	complexities,	consider	other	novels	like	"The	Power	of	One"	or	"Bastard	Out	of	Carolina".	For	a	thought-provoking	discussion	on	class	and	morality,	try	"The	Human	Stain"	or	"On	Beauty".	I've	decided	I	can	no	longer	read	stories	written	by	men
about	male	characters	who	embody	misogyny	and	toxic	behavior.	As	someone	who	values	literary	merit,	I	find	these	books	pretentious	and	lacking	in	authenticity.	Note:	The	text	has	been	paraphrased	to	maintain	the	original	language	and	tone.	Coetzee's	novel	"Disgrace"	explores	the	complexities	of	human	relationships	and	the	consequences	of
actions	in	post-apartheid	South	Africa.	The	story	revolves	around	David	Lurie,	a	52-year-old	professor	who	loses	his	reputation,	job,	peace	of	mind,	artistic	dreams,	and	eventually,	his	ability	to	protect	his	own	daughter.	Lurie's	life	takes	a	turn	for	the	worse	when	he	is	forced	out	of	his	position	at	the	university	due	to	an	"undesired"	liaison	with	one	of
his	students.	The	power	dynamic	between	them,	with	Lurie	holding	authority	over	Melanie,	is	highlighted.	Later,	Lurie's	daughter,	Lucy,	is	brutally	raped	by	three	black	intruders	in	a	violent	and	senseless	attack.	The	novel	delves	into	the	consequences	of	these	events,	exploring	themes	such	as	responsibility,	guilt,	shame,	and	the	inability	to	judge
others	without	first	understanding	their	perspectives.	Through	Coetzee's	writing	style,	which	often	favors	ambiguity	over	clarity,	the	reader	is	encouraged	to	question	and	reflect	on	the	moral	implications	of	Lurie's	actions.	The	author's	portrayal	of	post-apartheid	South	Africa	serves	as	a	backdrop	for	the	story,	highlighting	the	ongoing	struggles	and
complexities	of	the	country's	transition.	The	novel	ultimately	raises	questions	about	the	nature	of	justice,	forgiveness,	and	redemption	in	the	face	of	human	suffering.	Coetzee's	writing	style	is	characterized	by	its	focus	on	the	human	condition,	often	leaving	readers	with	more	questions	than	answers.	This	approach	allows	for	a	deeper	understanding	of
the	characters'	motivations	and	the	complexities	of	their	relationships.	As	the	story	unfolds,	it	becomes	clear	that	true	understanding	can	only	be	achieved	by	setting	aside	one's	own	biases	and	perspectives,	and	embracing	the	inherent	uncertainty	of	human	experience.	Ultimately,	"Disgrace"	is	a	thought-provoking	novel	that	challenges	readers	to
confront	the	complexities	of	human	relationships	and	the	consequences	of	actions	in	a	post-apartheid	South	Africa.	Through	Coetzee's	masterful	storytelling,	the	reader	is	invited	to	reflect	on	the	nature	of	justice,	forgiveness,	and	redemption	in	the	face	of	human	suffering.	He	insists	on	accepting	his	punishment,	valuing	his	'freedom	to	remain	silent'.
David's	daughter	also	refuses	to	report	her	rape,	take	medical	precautions	or	seek	vengeance	against	her	attacker.	She	prioritizes	a	moral	principle	over	her	own	well-being,	choosing	silence.	This	behavior	is	compared	to	how	some	South	Africans	treated	others	during	the	Apartheid	era.	The	novel	"Disgrace"	explores	similar	themes	of	power	and
relationships.	The	character	Lurie's	employers	emphasize	the	importance	of	not	'mixing	power	relations	with	sexual	relations'.	However,	the	novel	suggests	that	these	aspects	are	closely	tied	together.	Sex	is	portrayed	as	a	complex	and	often	violent	act,	with	some	men	deriving	excitement	from	exerting	control	over	women.	The	daughter	addresses
this	connection	directly,	noting	how	it	can	feel	like	murder	when	someone	is	trapped	and	dominated.	The	author's	words	are	deliberate	and	powerful,	despite	expressing	skepticism	towards	English	as	a	medium	for	truthfully	conveying	South	African	experiences.	The	novel	is	mature	and	hopeful,	conveying	confusion,	anger,	and	despair	while	also
imagining	a	different	future.	The	novel	"Disgrace"	by	J.M.	Coetzee	is	a	powerful	exploration	of	shame,	morality,	and	the	human	condition.	The	story	follows	David	Lurie,	a	white	South	African	professor,	who	seeks	refuge	with	his	daughter	Lucy	after	an	ill-advised	affair	with	a	student	spoils	his	reputation.	As	he	grapples	with	his	own	sense	of	self-worth
and	identity,	Coetzee	masterfully	weaves	together	themes	of	race,	sexuality,	and	existential	crisis.	The	novel's	title,	originally	an	acronym	for	"Dishonor-Inducing	Sex	&	Glaring	Racial	Antipathy	Corroding	Emotions,"	reflects	the	author's	intention	to	confront	readers	with	the	harsh	realities	of	post-apartheid	South	Africa.	Through	David's	struggles,
Coetzee	offers	a	scathing	critique	of	societal	norms	and	the	corrosive	effects	of	shame.	The	writing	is	raw,	sharp,	and	unflinching,	much	like	Salinger's	"Nine	Stories."	Coetzee's	prose	is	laser-precise,	conveying	complex	moral	and	political	issues	without	unnecessary	complexity.	The	novel's	strength	lies	in	its	subtlety,	leaving	much	to	the	reader's
imagination	yet	still	packing	a	powerful	emotional	punch.	Despite	its	bleak	subject	matter,	"Disgrace"	is	ultimately	a	novel	about	the	human	condition,	exploring	the	subjective	experience	and	self-delusion	that	can	lead	us	astray.	Coetzee's	masterful	storytelling	has	earned	him	numerous	accolades,	including	the	Booker	Prize	in	1999.	I'm	surprised	by
how	much	I	enjoyed	this	book	about	men	and	sex,	despite	its	controversial	themes.	The	author,	J.M.	Coetzee,	explores	the	darker	aspects	of	human	nature	through	his	protagonist,	David	Lurie.	It's	as	if	he	holds	up	a	mirror	to	our	own	souls,	revealing	both	the	beauty	and	ugliness	within.	The	story	is	open	to	interpretation,	but	it's	undeniable	that	this
book	leaves	a	lasting	impact.	The	writing	is	masterful,	evoking	empathy	for	even	the	most	flawed	characters.	I	found	myself	drawn	into	David's	world,	despite	his	questionable	actions.	It's	as	if	Coetzee	has	given	us	permission	to	confront	our	own	deep	desires	and	insecurities.	The	novel	delves	into	the	complexities	of	post-apartheid	Africa,	shedding
light	on	the	historical	and	social	dynamics	that	shape	the	main	characters'	lives.	The	author	raises	questions	about	what	is	considered	public	or	private,	leaving	us	to	ponder	these	moral	ambiguities.	For	me,	this	book	was	a	journey	of	self-discovery,	prompting	me	to	confront	my	own	biases	and	limitations.	The	writing	is	raw,	honest,	and	thought-
provoking,	making	it	hard	to	put	down	the	book	once	you've	started	reading.	It's	easy	to	take	things	for	granted,	assuming	that	everything	will	fall	into	place	without	any	issues.	But	sometimes,	life	has	other	plans,	and	we're	left	with	a	sense	of	disappointment	and	disillusionment.	This	is	exactly	what	happened	when	I	read	J.M.	Coetzee's	novel
"Disgrace".	I	had	anticipated	a	typical	Booker	Prize-winning	novel,	but	Coetzee	surprised	me	with	his	simplicity	and	powerful	storytelling.	The	story	revolves	around	David	Lurie,	an	aging	professor	who	becomes	entangled	in	a	scandalous	affair	with	a	young	student.	As	the	narrative	unfolds,	we're	introduced	to	Lucy,	David's	daughter,	who	has	grown
into	a	strong-willed	country	girl.	This	is	where	Coetzee's	writing	truly	shines,	as	he	masterfully	weaves	together	symbolism	and	allegory	to	tell	a	story	that's	both	small	and	splendid.	As	Lurie	faces	the	consequences	of	his	actions,	he	begins	to	realize	that	beauty	is	indeed	only	skin	deep,	and	that	appearances	can	be	deceiving.	He	learns	valuable
lessons	about	fate,	acceptance,	and	the	harsh	realities	of	life	in	South	Africa.	Coetzee	takes	us	on	a	journey	that's	both	brutal	and	beautiful,	ultimately	leading	Lurie	(and	the	reader)	to	confront	the	harsh	truth:	sometimes,	we	get	what	we	deserve.	But	is	it	fair?	That's	the	question	that	lingers	long	after	finishing	the	book.	The	history	of	Africa	is	riddled
with	unfairness,	and	living	in	a	world	where	fate	can	be	cruel	is	a	constant	struggle.	Coetzee's	novel	forces	us	to	confront	our	own	humanity,	to	face	the	darkness	within	ourselves,	and	to	accept	the	reality	of	our	existence.	As	I	finished	reading	"Disgrace",	I	couldn't	help	but	feel	a	sense	of	awe	at	Coetzee's	masterful	storytelling.	He	takes	us	on	a
journey	that's	both	painful	and	thought-provoking,	forcing	us	to	confront	our	own	biases	and	assumptions.	It's	a	book	that	will	leave	you	feeling	uncomfortable,	but	ultimately,	it's	a	necessary	one	–	a	reminder	that	sometimes,	the	hardest	truths	are	the	ones	we	need	to	face	in	order	to	grow	and	learn.	Given	article	text	here	la	experiencia	de	leer	este
libro	fue	intensa	y	emocional	Disgrace,	written	by	J.M.	Coetzee,	is	a	compelling	novel	that	tells	a	convincing	story	with	a	deep	psychological	approach	to	its	main	characters.	It	was	a	pleasure	for	me	to	read	this	book	again.	According	to	his	ex-wife	Rosalind,	"It's	all	been	one	disaster,	a	true	disaster."	And	yes,	David.	You	should	have	known	that	things
would	end	like	this.	May	13,	2019	I'm	not	really	bothered	about	the	fact	that	it	was	my	first	Booker	Prize	novel,	but	I	found	out	on	the	day	I	bought	it	that	Disgrace	had	won	the	award	back	in	'99.	I	don't	know	if	it	deserved	it	or	how	significant	the	Booker	prize	is,	but	what	matters	to	me	is	that	I	liked	this	book.	However,	that	doesn't	mean	I'll	go
searching	for	more	Booker	Prize	novels	immediately.	This	is	a	one-off,	at	least	for	now.	As	a	novel	goes,	Disgrace	ticks	several	boxes	for	me.	It	has	the	right	length	and	an	interesting	story	with	compelling	plot	developments,	well-developed	characters	I	cared	about	and	wanted	to	cuddle,	as	well	as	characters	I	despised	and	wanted	to	push	into	a	live
volcano.	The	book	also	leaves	you	with	a	feeling	of	immediate	satisfaction	once	it's	finished.	Moreover,	it's	multi-layered,	with	things	hitting	me	straight	away	while	reading	and	deeper	issues	lingering	strong	after	I	finished	it.	Coetzee's	unique	vision	infuses	the	fictional	world	with	both	inviting	and	confusing	elements	that	defy	political	interpretation.
David	Lurie,	a	fairly	average,	twice-married,	50-something	lecturer,	is	visited	by	a	catalogue	of	humiliations	after	he's	accused	of	misconduct	with	one	of	his	students.	Instead	of	defending	himself,	he	chooses	to	suffer	his	fate	with	a	noble,	slightly	grumpy	stoicism.	In	the	country,	where	Lurie	lives	with	his	daughter	Lucy,	the	novel	begins	to	engage
with	the	aftermath	of	apartheid	and	explores	the	meaning	of	this	self-imposed	exile.	Disgrace	becomes	more	meaningful	as	it	develops	into	something	beyond	mere	judgment,	revealing	a	deeper	interest	in	what	comes	after,	when	all	one's	days	are	marked	by	the	word	"disgrace".	And	Coetzee's	own	irony	has	a	surgical	precision	that	slices	through	and
beyond.	The	novel's	use	of	the	present	tense	is	striking,	shaping	its	structure	and	form	in	a	way	that	resonates	deeply	with	readers.	Despite	a	relentless	series	of	grim	moments,	the	narrative	ultimately	achieves	a	sublime	exhilaration.	One	notable	aspect	is	its	profound	meditation	on	the	lives	and	rights	of	animals,	which	adds	an	air	of	otherness	to	the
story.	The	author's	portrayal	of	a	middle-aged	professor	who	commits	a	violent	act	against	one	of	his	students	serves	as	a	powerful	commentary	on	our	#metoo	era.	The	novel's	themes	of	accountability,	remorse,	and	the	rule	of	law	are	timely	and	thought-provoking.	Through	its	complex	characters	–	flawed,	angry,	beneficent,	cruel,	and	complaisant	–
the	story	raises	important	questions	about	morality	and	justice.	The	narrative's	exploration	of	the	apartheid	legacy	is	particularly	noteworthy,	and	the	daughter's	poignant	reflection	on	the	nature	of	oppression	and	entitlement	adds	depth	to	the	novel's	themes.	The	novel	Disgrace	by	J.M.	Coetzee	delves	into	the	complexities	of	human	dignity	and
morality.	It	revolves	around	David	Lurie,	a	Communications	professor	struggling	with	his	desires,	and	his	daughter	Lucy,	who	represents	a	more	harmonious	relationship	with	nature.	The	story	is	set	against	the	backdrop	of	post-apartheid	South	Africa	and	explores	the	themes	of	power,	passion,	and	the	search	for	honour	and	dignity	in	a	world	that
often	seems	to	bury	people	alive	in	humiliation.	As	David	navigates	his	complicated	relationships	and	grapples	with	moral	dilemmas,	he	finds	himself	at	odds	with	societal	expectations	and	ultimately	faces	severe	consequences.	Through	its	poignant	portrayal	of	human	struggle,	Disgrace	invites	readers	to	ponder	what	it	means	for	individuals	to	live
honourably	in	a	world	dominated	by	the	grand	narrative	of	history.	They	want	to	know	if	he's	truly	sorry	in	the	Christian	sense,	which	also	applies	to	their	strict	belief	system.	So,	they're	having	this	big	hearing	where	David	stands	up	for	himself,	but	they	think	he's	just	a	player	who	won't	even	pretend	to	be	sorry.	They	see	him	as	someone	who's	not
willing	to	change	and	is	only	thinking	about	his	own	desires.	But	what	they	don't	get	is	that	desire	can	be	something	natural	and	hard	to	control	-	it's	like	being	caught	in	the	middle	of	something	you	can't	stop.	He	tries	to	explain	himself,	saying	he's	just	a	servant	of	love,	but	it	doesn't	seem	to	make	sense.	They're	also	worried	about	how	people	get
caught	up	in	this	cycle	of	wanting	more,	which	can	be	a	burden	and	a	source	of	conflict.	The	novel	is	full	of	references	to	other	works,	like	Emma	Bovary,	and	it	talks	about	the	idea	that	we	shouldn't	judge	people	who	are	passionate	but	rather	try	to	understand	them.	It	even	mentions	the	poet	Wordsworth,	who	said	we	should	sympathise	with	those
who	have	wild	hearts,	as	long	as	we	set	some	limits.	But	the	main	character	is	unsure	if	he	can	really	follow	these	poets'	advice	because	he's	struggling	with	his	own	desires	and	passions.	He's	working	on	a	project	about	Byron	and	his	mistress,	which	shows	how	he's	trying	to	understand	himself	better.	In	the	end,	he	realises	that	his	need	for	sex	is	not
as	passionate	as	he	thought	it	would	be	-	it's	more	like	a	normal,	everyday	thing.	But	what	really	scares	him	is	the	idea	of	hating	himself	because	of	who	he	is	and	what	he	wants.	He	even	compares	humans	to	dogs,	saying	how	they	can	get	punished	for	just	being	themselves,	which	is	a	really	sad	thought.	And	its	utterly	despicable	that	the	dog
develops	a	self-loathing	instinct,	ready	to	punish	itself	for	just	being	what	it's	meant	to	be.	It's	no	coincidence	that	dogs	fill	the	backdrop	of	this	novel,	with	humanity	and	dogs	becoming	intertwined	on	a	deep	level.	David	ends	up	helping	Bev	put	down	all	the	unwanted,	injured,	or	disabled	dogs	at	the	shelter	-	he	insists	on	giving	them	an	honourable
death.	But	the	land's	overwhelming	violence	turns	the	incinerator	into	a	dominant	force,	governing	both	man	and	dog	alike.	The	levels	of	hatred	leading	to	rape	only	complicate	this	framework	further.	What's	so	shocking	about	what	happens	to	Lucy	is	that	she	experiences	being	a	non-entity,	stripped	of	her	right	to	life	and	dignity.	David	reflects	on
the	meaning	of	'usurp',	which	means	to	intrude	or	take	over	entirely	-	this	is	the	nature	of	the	power	shifts	at	work	in	the	novel,	with	the	rift	between	black	and	white	people.	The	past	wrongs	can't	be	made	right,	it	seems,	but	instead,	hatred	gets	appropriated	by	the	previously	subjugated	people,	perpetuating	their	'wrongs'	with	reversed	roles.	Petrus
refuses	to	send	away	one	of	the	young	men	who	violated	Lucy	because	he's	'one	of	them',	which	David	realises	is	a	clear	answer.	Lucy	is	determined	to	stay	put	despite	being	humiliated,	subjugated,	and	exiled	from	her	own	land.	She	takes	upon	herself	the	weight	of	historical	wrongs	and	insists	on	being	a	good	citizen	while	holding	onto	her	individual
right	to	live	as	she	wants.	The	questions	keep	piling	up:	how	different	was	what	David	did	to	Melanie	compared	to	what	the	three	countrymen	did	to	Lucy?	Does	the	narrative	perspective	reflect	the	tensions	between	them	and	the	others?	Coetzee	portrays	an	unforgiving	land	that	only	speaks	violence,	domination,	vengeance	-	a	dry	aridness	with
something	of	the	unfathomable	about	it.	He	believes	English	is	an	unfit	medium	for	the	truth	of	South	Africa,	with	stretches	of	code	thickening	and	losing	their	articulations.	Coetzee's	Disgrace	masterfully	captures	a	disquieting	reality,	one	that's	ambiguous	and	unknown.	Through	meticulous	attention	to	language	and	prose,	Coetzee	navigates	this
chilling	landscape,	dodging	despair	with	sobering	insights.	His	use	of	plain	yet	powerful	words	creates	a	haunting	atmosphere,	much	like	the	unsettling	scenes	painted	by	Edward	Hopper.	The	novel's	core	revolves	around	David	Lurie,	an	academic	who	abandons	his	position	after	a	consensual	affair	with	a	student.	This	act	triggers	a	cascade	of
questions	about	teacher-student	relationships	and	David's	views	on	women.	Through	his	multiple-layered	personality,	Coetzee	reveals	the	complexity	of	human	nature,	where	morality	exists	in	shades	of	grey	rather	than	black	and	white.	Set	against	the	backdrop	of	South	Africa's	political	transition,	Disgrace	delves	into	themes	of	racial	tension,
personal	prejudices,	and	the	strained	relationships	between	fathers	and	daughters.	The	writing	is	evocative,	stirring	emotions	that	are	uncomfortable	yet	necessary	to	confront.	David's	character	evolves	throughout	the	novel,	from	a	Byronic	figure	roving	in	search	of	female	bodies	to	someone	grappling	with	his	place	in	society.	The	imagery	of	South
Africa	during	this	period	is	vivid,	drawing	out	the	complexities	of	the	time	and	its	impact	on	individuals.	Coetzee's	work,	particularly	Disgrace,	has	received	widespread	acclaim.	He	won	the	Booker	Prize	for	this	novel	and	later	the	Nobel	Prize	in	2003.	This	book	is	a	powerful	exploration	of	human	nature,	dignity,	and	disgrace	as	states	that	exist
beyond	the	confines	of	societal	norms.	It	challenges	readers	to	confront	uncomfortable	truths	and	find	dignity	within	their	own	understanding	of	these	complex	themes.	In	his	twilight	years,	David	-	a	self-proclaimed	lover	of	women	and	aficionado	of	his	own	desires	-	finds	solace	in	his	comfortable	life	as	a	teacher	at	Cape	Town	University.	However,	as
he	faces	the	challenges	of	aging,	he	becomes	fixated	on	one	of	his	young	students,	exploiting	his	position	to	pursue	her	relentlessly	until	she	surrenders.	When	the	scandal	erupts,	David	proudly	disowns	any	moral	compromise	and	separates	himself	from	the	institution,	proclaiming	an	unwavering	commitment	to	being	himself.	This	is	where	David
Lurie's	story	begins,	a	journey	through	which	he	will	come	to	redefine	not	his	nature	but	his	understanding	of	life,	death,	and	history.	His	encounter	with	his	daughter	Lucy	in	a	rural	South	African	setting	reveals	an	unknown	world	to	him,	one	that	contrasts	starkly	with	the	cynicism	he	has	cultivated	over	the	years.	Lucy,	strong-willed	and
independent,	embodies	qualities	David	can	no	longer	claim	for	himself.	She	runs	a	farm	and	a	kennel,	living	life	as	she	sees	fit	without	judgment	or	question.	Her	unwavering	forgiveness	towards	her	father	sets	in	motion	a	series	of	events	that	will	change	their	lives	forever.	Against	the	backdrop	of	racial	conflict	and	violence	in	South	Africa,	Coetzee
raises	profound	questions	about	the	relationship	between	humans	and	animals,	highlighting	the	stark	contrast	between	human	dignity	and	the	brutal	violence	humans	inflict	on	each	other.	He	probes	deeper	into	the	treatment	of	animals	by	those	who	cannot	even	manage	to	respect	one	another.	The	suffering	of	both	humans	and	animals	becomes	a
theme	woven	throughout	the	novel,	symbolized	by	Coetzee's	mirrors	that	deconstruct	his	characters	to	reveal	their	true	selves.	At	its	core,	the	novel	revolves	around	the	concept	of	Disgrace	-	David's	public	downfall	and	Lucy's	private	shame,	each	grappling	with	the	burden	of	history	in	different	ways.	Through	this	narrative,	Coetzee	invites	readers	to
consider	how	a	society	can	be	remade	amidst	conflict,	injustice,	and	cruelty.	The	continent	of	Africa's	bleak	future	is	marred	by	its	harrowing	violence	and	misery.	Coetzee's	final	masterpiece	is	a	poignant	reflection	of	this	despair,	as	he	weaves	his	detached	tone	with	the	lyrical	closing	chapters.	In	these	chapters,	David	attempts	to	regain	his
existential	balance	through	writing	an	opera	about	Lord	Byron	and	Teresa,	his	mistress.	The	voice	of	the	dead	poet	intertwines	with	David's,	and	a	haunting	chant	echoes	throughout	South	Africa,	accompanying	his	descent	into	darkness.	This	crude	novel	doesn't	offer	any	redeeming	answers.	However,	one	can	find	some	solace	in	resigned	acceptance,
as	David	does	when	his	thoughts	drift	to	Yeats's	poem:	"No	country	for	old	men."	The	only	desire	of	these	old	men	is	a	dignified	death.	They	yearn	for	someone	to	give	them	a	merciful	end,	surrounded	by	comfort	and	care.	It	doesn't	matter	if	they're	human	or	animal;	all	that	matters	is	ending	their	suffering	swiftly.	The	novel	concludes	with	a	haunting
quote	from	Yeats's	poem:	"That	is	no	country	for	old	men."	David	reflects	on	the	generations	that	have	come	before	him	-	the	young	who	are	lost	in	sensual	pleasures,	unaware	of	the	world's	harsh	realities.	The	dying	generations	leave	behind	monuments	to	their	intellect	and	beauty,	but	ultimately,	they	fade	into	nothingness.	The	novel	ends	with	a
sense	of	hopelessness	and	despair.	The	reader	is	left	to	ponder	the	future	of	humanity,	much	like	David	does.	Despite	his	character's	flaws,	the	reader	cannot	help	but	feel	a	deep	connection	to	his	struggles.	The	novel	concludes	on	a	somber	note,	leaving	the	reader	in	stunned	silence,	lost	in	their	own	thoughts	about	the	harsh	truths	it	reveals.	As	I
closed	the	book,	I	sat	in	stunned	silence,	my	mind	reeling	from	the	sad	truths	it	exposed.	Tears	pricked	behind	my	eyes,	not	for	the	characters	but	for	humanity	as	a	whole.	David	Lurie	is	not	an	admirable	person;	he's	short-sighted	and	self-centered.	Yet,	despite	his	flaws,	I	found	myself	wishing	for	him,	wanting	some	measure	of	redemption	or	peace
to	find	its	way	into	his	life.	Well,	is	this	the	future	we	really	want?	Bev	Shaw	says	people	get	used	to	things	getting	harder	and	stop	being	surprised	by	the	difficult	things	in	life.	But	what	if	that's	not	true	for	everyone?	There's	a	glimmer	of	hope	at	the	end	of	this	story	that	could	change	everything.	Maybe	it	will	help	Lucy	and	David,	who	are	in	trouble.
I've	been	surprised	so	many	times	by	books	lately	because	I	had	certain	ideas	about	them	beforehand,	but	they	turned	out	to	be	wrong.	This	one	is	different	-	it's	not	just	about	race	relations	in	South	Africa;	it's	about	humanity	and	the	hard	choices	we	make	every	day.	Lucy	thinks	of	herself	as	the	center	of	her	own	story,	which	might	be	true	for
everyone.	We're	all	the	main	characters	in	our	own	lives,	while	others	are	just	background	players.	It's	hard	to	imagine	life	without	us,	isn't	it?	The	thought	of	someone	else	getting	up	and	living	their	life	after	we're	gone	is	almost	too	much	to	think	about.	I'm	so	grateful	to	J.M.	Coetzee	for	tackling	big	questions	like	this	in	his	story.	It's	a	masterpiece
that	grabs	you	from	the	start	and	won't	let	go	until	the	end.	I	highly	recommend	it	-	I	know	I'll	be	thinking	about	it	for	a	long	time.	Sometimes	life	can	leave	us	feeling	empty	and	spent,	no	matter	how	we	try	to	put	on	a	brave	face.	But	then	there	are	moments	like	these	where	we're	given	a	chance	to	look	within	ourselves	again:	The	earth	is	all	before
me.	With	a	heart	full	of	joy,	I	look	around;	even	if	my	guide	doesn't	come	from	anywhere	-	perhaps	just	a	wandering	cloud	-	I	know	how	to	find	my	way.	That's	when	something	unexpected	happens.	The	narrator	meets	a	woman	in	the	college	gardens	who	changes	him	forever.	After	that	day,	he's	no	longer	the	same	person;	he's	become	a	servant	of
love	and	desire,	Eros.	He	knows	it	happened	through	her,	somehow.	The	professor's	mistake	would	inevitably	be	exposed,	a	truth	echoed	by	ancient	wisdom.	Among	the	poets	I	came	to	admire,	life	took	a	different	turn	for	me.	The	professor	was	neither	malicious	nor	virtuous;	he	stood	firmly	on	principle	and	declined	to	defend	himself,	not	out	of	deceit
but	conviction.	It	remains	to	be	seen	if	the	universe	will	judge	him	as	flawed	or	genuine	in	his	actions.	David	Lurie,	a	student	of	William	Wordsworth's	teachings	and	a	professor	at	Cape	Technical	University,	received	a	life	sentence	of	shame.	The	punishment	preceded	the	trial;	he	was	already	facing	disciplinary	action	for	losing	interest	among	his
students	who	were	more	drawn	to	modern	learning	than	classical	poetry.	If	fate	was	leading	him,	what	higher	power	was	behind	it?	With	no	future	prospects,	he	decided	to	stay	with	his	daughter	on	their	farm	in	Eastern	Cape.	Could	he	adapt	to	this	new	life	and	its	associated	dangers?	Perhaps	facing	setbacks	can	be	a	blessing	as	long	as	we	don't	lose
our	resolve.	Can	he	leave	the	past	behind	and	start	anew?	How	would	he	respond	to	unexpected	challenges	and	hardships?	Could	he	rediscover	how	to	live	again,	with	each	day	offering	surprises	both	delightful	and	distressing?


