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Masonic	hand	gesture	meanings

Some	common	Masonic	hand	signs	include	the	sign	of	the	pyramid,	the	Masonic	handshake,	the	devil's	horn,	and	the	hidden	hand.	These	symbols	are	used	to	indicate	a	person's	membership	in	the	organization	among	fellow	Freemasons.	The	pyramid	sign	involves	clasping	hands	in	front	of	the	chest,	while	the	triangle	is	an	important	symbol	for
Freemasons.	The	Masonic	handshake,	involving	thumb	pressure	on	the	knuckle,	signifies	a	corresponding	degree	of	membership.	The	devil's	horn	is	a	universal	hand	signal	also	used	by	celebrities	and	politicians,	despite	being	interpreted	as	representing	devil	worship.	In	contrast,	the	hidden	hand,	seen	in	historical	portraits,	indicates	membership.
Freemasons	use	various	hand	signals	to	identify	one	another	in	public	or	during	secret	meetings,	such	as	the	First	Degree	Sign	(Entered	Apprentice),	Second	Degree	Sign	(Fellow	Craft),	and	Third	Degree	Sign	(Master	Mason).	Masonic	Signs	and	Grips	are	a	vital	part	of	the	Freemason	tradition,	serving	as	a	means	of	recognition	between	members.
These	symbolic	gestures	can	be	used	to	identify	fellow	Masons	without	needing	words,	providing	an	easy	way	to	communicate	and	add	mystery	to	ceremonies.	With	a	rich	history	dating	back	to	the	18th	century,	these	signs	and	grips	hold	significance	depending	on	the	degree	achieved	in	Masonry.	The	most	common	symbols	include	the	square	and
compass,	as	well	as	others	like	the	All-Seeing	Eye	and	Point	Within	A	Circle.	Grips	are	often	used	to	confirm	membership	through	secret	handshakes.	These	symbols	can	be	found	throughout	Masonic	literature,	popular	culture,	and	even	clothing	lines	dedicated	to	Masonry.	Today,	Masonic	signs	and	grips	continue	to	play	an	important	role	in
Freemasonry	worldwide,	symbolizing	solidarity	among	members.	Masonic	signs	and	grips	play	a	vital	role	within	Freemasonry,	allowing	members	to	discreetly	identify	one	another	without	openly	discussing	their	affiliation.	These	symbols	have	been	an	integral	part	of	the	fraternity	for	centuries	and	continue	to	serve	as	a	means	of	recognition.	There
are	two	types	of	Masonic	signs:	symbolic	and	ritualistic.	Symbolic	signs	are	used	in	public	to	identify	a	Mason,	while	ritualistic	signs	are	only	utilized	within	the	lodge.	The	sign	of	distress	is	used	when	seeking	help,	formed	by	raising	both	hands	with	palms	facing	outwards.	The	sign	of	fidelity	symbolizes	loyalty,	made	by	placing	one	closed	fist	over	the
heart.	The	Grand	Hailing	Sign	signifies	unity	among	all	Masons,	performed	by	extending	arms	straight	out	with	palms	facing	down.	Masonic	grips	are	secret	handshakes	that	identify	a	member	as	part	of	the	fraternity.	Each	grip	has	a	specific	meaning,	such	as	signifying	strength	or	friendship.	These	symbols	serve	as	reminders	for	Freemasons	to	act
with	integrity	and	honor	at	all	times.	These	signs	and	grips	can	be	seen	in	popular	culture,	representing	loyalty	and	trustworthiness	among	group	members.	Understanding	these	symbols	provides	insight	into	the	values	of	Freemasonry:	unity,	secrecy,	and	respect	among	members,	regardless	of	rank	or	position	within	the	organization.	To	perform	a
Masonic	sign,	one	must	first	understand	its	significance	and	proper	execution,	which	is	often	used	in	rituals,	ceremonies,	and	initiations	to	signify	a	member's	level	of	initiation.	Behind	various	Masonic	signs	lies	a	rich	tapestry	of	symbolism,	each	with	its	unique	purpose	and	significance.	These	signs	can	signify	rank,	agreement,	understanding,	or
initiation,	and	are	an	integral	part	of	Freemasonry's	rituals	and	ceremonies.	To	master	these	signs,	one	must	first	understand	the	symbols	associated	with	them.	For	instance,	the	Square	and	Compasses	emblem	represents	membership	in	Freemasonry,	while	the	Lion's	Paw	symbolizes	courage	and	strength.	Once	familiar	with	the	symbolism	behind
each	sign,	individuals	can	begin	practicing	to	become	proficient	in	their	use.	A	common	approach	is	to	practice	with	another	Mason	or	alone	in	front	of	a	mirror,	ensuring	proper	execution	and	refinement.	Mastery	of	these	signs	requires	not	only	knowledge	but	also	correct	performance,	which	involves	moving	one's	arms	slowly	yet	confidently	to	form
a	90-degree	angle	above	the	head	or	chest.	Respect	and	decorum	are	essential	when	performing	Masonic	signs.	This	includes	maintaining	a	low	voice	during	rituals	or	ceremonies,	ensuring	that	others	present	remain	comfortable	and	unintimidated.	Ultimately,	performing	a	Masonic	sign	requires	understanding	symbols,	correct	execution,	and	respect
for	those	around	you.	Masons	identify	themselves	through	specific	gestures,	including	the	"Lion's	Paw"	or	"Boaz	Grip",	which	involves	pressing	a	thumb	against	another's	knuckle.	This	symbolizes	strength	and	stability,	referencing	two	pillars	from	Solomon's	Temple.	The	grip	is	used	to	recognize	fellow	Masons	in	public	settings,	serving	as	an	outward
sign	of	shared	initiation	into	Freemasonry.	Other	common	signs	include	the	All-Seeing	Eye,	Master's	Grip,	and	Entered	Apprentice	Sign,	each	representing	a	commitment	to	obligations	and	duties	within	the	fraternity.	The	Significance	of	the	Masonic	Grip	in	Freemasonry	Members	of	Freemasonry	use	a	unique	handshake,	known	as	the	Masonic	grip,
to	recognize	one	another	and	signify	their	brotherhood	and	unity.	This	gesture	involves	clasping	both	hands	together	with	the	thumbs	interlocked,	symbolizing	commitment	to	each	other	and	the	organization.	The	Masonic	grip	is	often	accompanied	by	phrases	such	as	"God	bless	you"	or	"Peace	be	with	you,"	emphasizing	solidarity	and	shared	values.
This	ritualistic	handshake	helps	strengthen	bonds	between	brothers,	regardless	of	age	or	location,	and	provides	a	sense	of	security	in	trusting	one	another.	It	also	serves	as	proof	for	those	who	have	achieved	higher	degrees	within	Freemasonry,	confirming	their	dedication	to	the	organization's	principles	such	as	integrity,	loyalty,	and	respect.	Masonry
rituals	and	teachings	instill	ethical	values	among	members	while	serving	as	a	rite	of	passage	for	those	who've	achieved	higher	Masonic	degrees,	providing	recognition	and	strengthening	bonds	between	fellow	Masons	through	secret	handshake	exchanges.	Freemasonry	is	known	for	its	secret	society	aspect,	with	members	participating	in	various	rituals
behind	closed	doors.	One	notable	tradition	is	the	use	of	handshakes	called	"signs	and	grips"	to	identify	members	during	meetings,	each	degree	having	its	own	set	of	signs	and	grips.	The	Entered	Apprentice	(EA)	degree	marks	the	beginning	of	a	Freemason's	journey,	introducing	basic	masonry	principles	and	handshake	protocols,	such	as	pressing
thumbs	together	while	grasping	hands.	The	Fellowcraft	(FC)	degree	signifies	trust	between	Masons	through	fingertips	touching	lightly	on	top	of	each	other's	hands.	The	Master	Mason	(MM)	level	represents	the	highest	attainment,	requiring	deep	trust	signified	by	clasping	wrists	firmly	and	gripping	elbows	tightly.	These	signs	and	grips	have	remained
consistent	across	all	levels	of	Masonry,	symbolizing	a	shared	bond	among	members	despite	rank	or	degree	differences.	Ultimately,	masonic	signs	and	grips	serve	as	vital	communication	tools	for	recognizing	brothers	in	the	craft,	demonstrating	understanding	of	lodge	mysteries,	and	conveying	messages	of	fellowship	and	trust	within	Freemasonry's
centuries-old	tradition.	The	significance	of	Masonic	signs	and	grips	lies	not	only	in	their	utility	as	reminders	of	the	fraternity's	legacy	but	also	in	the	values	they	embody.	These	symbols	serve	as	testaments	to	brotherhood,	trust,	loyalty,	and	respect	among	members.	As	such,	they	are	essential	for	fostering	a	sense	of	unity	within	the	fraternity.	The
Masonic	handshake	is	an	integral	part	of	Freemasonry,	a	fraternal	organization	with	roots	dating	back	to	the	early	modern	period.	This	gesture	carries	more	weight	than	just	a	simple	greeting,	as	it	holds	great	significance	tied	to	the	fraternity's	traditions,	hierarchical	structure,	and	values.	To	delve	deeper	into	the	meaning	behind	the	Masonic
handshake,	it	is	essential	to	explore	its	origins,	evolution,	and	significance	within	different	degrees	of	Freemasonry.	In	this	article,	we	will	examine	the	role	that	these	symbolic	gestures	play	in	representing	brotherhood,	trust,	and	secrecy.	Freemasonry	has	undergone	significant	changes	since	its	inception,	with	key	milestones	marking	its	evolution.
Early	guild	practices	during	the	medieval	period	involved	secret	handshakes	to	verify	credentials,	while	speculative	Masonry	introduced	moral	and	philosophical	teachings	in	the	17th	century.	The	establishment	of	Grand	Lodges	in	the	18th	century	solidified	Freemasonry's	identity,	with	the	masonic	handshake	becoming	a	central	aspect	of	the
fraternity.	The	fratrics	is	divided	into	several	degrees,	each	representing	a	stage	of	moral	and	spiritual	development.	Apprentice	degree	is	the	first	degree,	marking	initiation	into	the	fraternity.	The	handshake	symbolizes	learning	and	humility,	representing	openness	to	new	ideas.	Fellow	Craft	degree	represents	the	middle	stage,	with	a	more	complex
grip	signifying	increased	knowledge	and	skill.	Master	Mason	degree	is	the	highest	rank,	symbolizing	mastery	of	moral	and	spiritual	lessons.	The	handshake	carries	deep	symbolic	connections	to	life,	death,	and	resurrection.	Each	degree's	handshake	plays	a	crucial	role	in	initiation	ceremonies,	exchanged	as	recognition	between	Masons	and
symbolizing	new	member	acceptance	into	brotherhood.	The	specifics	of	the	Masonic	handshake	are	not	publicly	disclosed,	but	this	secrecy	is	intended	to	preserve	the	ritual	experience	for	new	initiates.	By	keeping	the	handshake	confidential,	Freemasonry	ensures	that	its	symbols	and	teachings	retain	their	impact	and	meaning.	In	Freemasonry,
handshakes	serve	as	metaphors	for	larger	moral	and	philosophical	principles.	They	signify	trust,	brotherhood,	and	a	shared	commitment	to	the	fraternity's	ideals.	Each	handshake	represents	a	different	stage	in	a	Mason's	journey	toward	moral	and	spiritual	enlightenment,	symbolizing	progress,	learning,	and	inner	transformation.	The	secrecy
surrounding	the	Masonic	handshake	emphasizes	discretion	and	the	protection	of	knowledge,	creating	a	space	where	deeper	teachings	can	be	safely	explored.	As	Freemasonry	transitioned	from	an	operative	craft	to	a	speculative	organization,	the	handshake	became	less	about	proving	physical	skill	and	more	about	demonstrating	shared	moral	and
philosophical	ideals.	Today,	Masonic	handshakes	serve	primarily	as	symbols	of	mutual	recognition	and	solidarity	among	members.	They	remain	powerful	gestures	of	fraternity,	loyalty,	and	shared	values,	connecting	Freemasons	across	generations	and	geographical	boundaries.	The	enduring	power	of	the	Masonic	handshake	lies	in	its	ability	to
symbolize	the	core	values	of	the	organization,	fostering	moral	and	spiritual	growth.	Despite	the	many	changes	Freemasonry	has	undergone	over	the	years,	the	handshake	continues	to	unite	a	diverse	group	of	men	who	share	a	common	commitment	to	ethical	principles	and	personal	development.	The	Masonic	handshake	has	been	a	cornerstone	of
medieval	stonemasons'	guilds	that	evolved	into	a	modern	organization	focusing	on	moral	and	spiritual	growth.	Despite	changes	in	form	and	purpose,	the	handshake	remains	an	integral	part	of	Masonic	rituals	and	identity.	For	initiates,	it	signifies	trust,	brotherhood,	and	personal	development,	as	they	embark	on	a	shared	journey	towards
enlightenment.	The	gesture	transcends	secrecy,	symbolizing	timeless	values	like	integrity,	humility,	and	truth-seeking	that	have	defined	Freemasonry	throughout	history	and	will	continue	to	shape	its	future.


