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Melissa High School's new football stadium is making waves, much like Allen and McKinney's stadiums before it. The $35 million Coach Kenny Deel Stadium will host the No. 1 ranked Melissa Cardinals against the No. 3 Argyle Eagles this Friday, featuring luxury boxes, a sizable scoreboard, and a spacious design that'll hold about 10,000 fans. This
game comes as temperatures are expected to be in the high 90s, with kickoff pushed back an hour for player and fan safety. The stadium's construction was made possible by a $400 million bond proposition approved in 2021. Notably, Melissa High School has seen rapid growth, with its population increasing five times since 2010, making it one of the
fastest-growing areas in the DFW Metroplex. The new Coach Kenny Deel Stadium in Melissa was an overwhelming experience for everyone involved. When the Melissa Cardinals took to the field for their first game, the energy and atmosphere were electric. Defensive end Nigel Smith said it gave him a boost, making him want to make a play with the
crowd cheering him on. The stadium's namesake, former coach Kenny Deel, was visibly emotional about seeing his vision become a reality. He had been honored at midfield before kickoff, surrounded by the marching band and cheerleaders. Meanwhile, Melissa students were behind the cameras streaming the game live and operating the video board.
The stadium even has classrooms on two of its upper floors, including one for medical training that allows students to help during games. Director of Community Partnerships and Athletic Operations Duke Sparks said this was a world-class experience for everyone. The community is proud of their new stadium, considering it a crown jewel in high
school football. Former Melissa ISD student John McGraw described it as "pretty mind-blowing" that a $35 million stadium could be built in such a small town.



