
	

https://komojofin.figozow.com/72883813373433883851783349?balovuganepenefelisedususikisagulilokuzawutagofuzurepigedegolotabejuwefosumugena=kasanawulepafewirigimudorujexogavopifozalokexilitesiloxudosutewulusixojarabulemamebabenolowewalagoxutofezulawubivojunilutuwotukojazevosewofafawewivulozudamoluruxuvuxetadadutulizoxuvelebolokasedovexizoti&utm_term=are+museums+free&duvizanaxidusalepubefamedaremevipaluxokatuxipozonozukujubitisijokavaronewezazarapimovoxosobibuju=domujifisebepurilepafobokanunozufiruxapugekisesawipunorowidirerilelakakitufuvibiwuzinowabewidopinedujomafuraredozinopujaniwezu




Museums	should	be	free:	Is	the	answer	absolute?	Berlin's	museums	showcase	art,	history,	and	culture,	attracting	both	locals	and	tourists.	While	some	argue	that	museums	should	charge	admission,	others	believe	it	would	be	irresponsible	to	do	so.	The	debate	raises	important	questions	about	the	role	of	museums	in	society	and	how	they	generate
revenue.	Should	national	museums	be	free	forever?	This	is	a	contentious	question	that	has	been	debated	for	decades.	Research	suggests	that	waiving	admission	fees	can	lead	to	short-term	spikes	in	attendance,	but	may	not	have	a	lasting	impact.	However,	some	studies	indicate	that	offering	occasional	free-admission	days	can	still	attract	large	crowds.
For	institutions	struggling	financially,	a	compromise	could	be	to	maintain	regular	admission	prices	while	providing	opportunities	for	disadvantaged	visitors	to	enter	for	free.	This	approach	balances	revenue	needs	with	social	responsibility.	The	debate	around	charging	for	national	museums	has	been	ongoing	since	the	1960s,	with	Labour	and
Conservative	governments	adopting	different	policies	over	time.	The	current	trend	of	free	admission	was	introduced	in	2001	by	the	Labour	government,	but	concerns	remain	about	its	effectiveness	in	promoting	social	inclusion	and	participation.	Historically,	museums	have	been	divided	on	this	issue,	with	some	adopting	admission	charges	and	others
remaining	free.	In	the	1980s,	the	Conservative	government	pressured	national	museums	to	introduce	fees	to	reduce	their	reliance	on	government	funding.	Today,	many	major	national	museums	charge	for	entrance,	although	they	often	offer	free	access	to	permanent	collections.	Despite	these	complexities,	there	are	valid	arguments	on	both	sides	of	the
debate.	While	some	advocate	for	the	financial	benefits	and	increased	attendance	that	come	with	charging	admission,	others	prioritize	the	value	of	universal	accessibility	and	social	inclusion	that	comes	with	providing	free	entry.	Despite	initial	resistance	from	some	institutions,	Britain's	National	Museum,	National	Gallery,	and	Tate	Gallery	persisted
with	free	admission,	while	other	museums	introduced	charges.	Over	the	next	15	years,	visitor	numbers	surged	at	free	national	museums,	whereas	charging	museums	saw	declines.	The	Victoria	and	Albert	Museum	in	London	implemented	a	£5	admission	fee	in	1997,	resulting	in	a	50%	drop	in	visitors.	Conversely,	institutions	that	maintained	free
admission	experienced	average	growth	of	70%.	Following	the	introduction	of	free	admission,	the	V&A's	visitor	numbers	increased	by	111%	to	2.3	million	within	the	first	year.	According	to	the	Art	Fund,	museum	visits	nearly	doubled	from	7.2	million	to	16	million	between	2001	and	2009.	By	2010,	eight	out	of	the	top	ten	UK	attractions	were	free
national	museums.	Visitor	numbers	reached	a	record	high	of	40	million	in	the	2011/12	financial	year.	While	visitor	demographics	remained	largely	unchanged,	research	highlighted	other	barriers	preventing	people	from	visiting	galleries	and	museums,	including	a	lack	of	knowledge	about	displayed	art	and	intimidation	due	to	building	architecture.	The
campaign	for	free	admission	involved	various	stakeholders,	including	the	government,	national	museums,	visitors,	educational	establishments,	and	funding	institutions.	Free	museum	entry	has	become	an	integral	part	of	British	cultural	life,	with	no	plans	to	introduce	admission	charges	by	the	current	Conservative	government.	Since	the	Labour	Party's
landslide	victory	in	2001,	visitor	numbers	have	skyrocketed,	suggesting	that	the	public	strongly	supports	free	access	to	museums	and	galleries.	In	fact,	a	significant	majority	of	those	aware	of	free	entry	have	taken	advantage	of	it,	with	many	even	making	repeat	visits.	However,	critics	argue	that	while	the	policy	provides	theoretical	access	to	museums
for	all,	it	has	yet	to	demonstrate	true	social	inclusion.	The	growth	in	visitor	numbers	is	largely	driven	by	foreign	tourists,	who	make	up	around	40%	of	visitors.	Furthermore,	a	substantial	proportion	of	the	public	remains	unaware	that	museum	entry	is	free,	and	even	among	those	who	know,	many	have	not	increased	their	visits.	The	objectives	of	the
policy	were	clear:	to	offer	universal	free	admission	to	national	museums'	permanent	collections	and	broaden	the	visitor	base.	However,	there	was	no	conclusive	evidence	that	this	would	lead	to	greater	social	inclusion	or	that	free	admission	was	the	sole	means	of	achieving	high	visitor	numbers.	For	instance,	prominent	museums	in	other	countries,
such	as	the	Louvre	and	MOMA,	charge	entry	fees	yet	still	attract	large	crowds.	The	primary	feasibility	factor	is	financial,	with	the	government	providing	direct	funding	through	the	DCMS	and	adjusting	VAT	laws	to	allow	non-charging	museums	to	reclaim	VAT.	Museums	have	also	adopted	various	revenue	streams,	including	voluntary	donations,
temporary	exhibition	admission	prices,	charitable	donations,	and	sponsorships.	The	social	feasibility	aspect,	whether	free	admission	leads	to	greater	inclusion,	remains	an	open	question,	with	some	arguing	that	it	has	yet	to	demonstrate	true	impact	beyond	educational	visits	by	schools.	The	policy	has	led	to	an	increase	in	admissions,	primarily	among
affluent	groups.	While	a	single	arts	policy	may	not	be	enough	to	bring	about	significant	social	change,	the	government's	role	in	introducing	free	admission	and	working	with	the	Department	for	Culture,	Media	&	Sport	(DCMS)	contributed	to	its	success.	The	DCMS	provides	direct	funding	to	museums	while	maintaining	independence	in	their
operations.	Museums	are	exempt	charities,	with	each	institution	governed	by	an	independent	Board	of	Trustees.	Government	monitoring	shows	a	70%	average	increase	in	visitor	numbers	after	introducing	free	admission.	Surveys	were	conducted	to	assess	the	policy's	impact	on	demographics	and	whether	it	altered	the	visitor	profile.	The	government
has	outlined	how	funded	museums	will	be	evaluated	and	measured.	Collaboration	between	departments,	such	as	the	DCMS	and	Treasury,	enabled	universal	free	admission	in	2001.	A	change	in	VAT	regulations	made	free	admission	financially	viable	and	brought	many	museums	on	board.	While	most	museums	cooperated	with	the	policy,	some,	like	the
Natural	History	Museum,	expressed	concerns	about	the	increased	pressure	from	larger	visitor	numbers.	Free	admission	boosts	public	ownership	of	national	museums,	making	it	essential	to	keep	art	museums	free	for	several	reasons:	accessibility,	inclusivity,	and	educational	opportunities.	Free	museums	become	vibrant	community	hubs	where	people
can	explore	art,	learn	from	each	other,	and	feel	a	sense	of	belonging	to	their	shared	cultural	heritage.	This	free	access	not	only	inspires	creativity	but	also	boosts	local	economies	by	attracting	more	tourists	who	are	likely	to	spend	money	on	dining,	shopping,	and	other	activities.	Moreover,	investing	in	free	museum	access	has	long-term	economic
benefits	as	it	fosters	a	more	educated	and	culturally	aware	population.	Free	museums	also	play	a	vital	role	in	preserving	cultural	heritage,	promoting	social	equity,	and	providing	equal	opportunities	for	all	individuals	to	experience	and	learn	from	art.	•Delaware	Art	Museum	in	Wilmington,	DE	attracts	around	60,000	visitors	annually.	•The	Biggs
Museum	of	American	Art	in	Dover,	DE,	draws	roughly	30,000	visitors	each	year.	•The	Winterthur	Museum,	Garden	and	Library,	which	is	located	in	Winterthur,	DE,	welcomes	about	100,000	people	per	year.	•The	Florida	Pérez	Art	Museum	Miami	attracts	approximately	300,000	visitors	annually.	•The	Ringling	in	Sarasota,	FL	has	around	400,000
visitors	each	year.	•The	Norton	Museum	of	Art	in	West	Palm	Beach,	FL	draws	roughly	120,000	visitors	per	year.	•Georgia	High	Museum	of	Art	in	Atlanta	welcomes	about	500,000	people	annually.	•Telfair	Museums	in	Savannah	attracts	around	100,000	visitors	each	year.	•Georgia	Museum	of	Art	in	Athens	has	roughly	60,000	visitors	annually.
•Honolulu	Museum	of	Art	in	Honolulu,	HI	draws	approximately	200,000	visitors	per	year.	•Bishop	Museum	in	Honolulu	has	around	250,000	visitors	each	year.	•Hawaii	State	Art	Museum	also	located	in	Honolulu	draws	roughly	50,000	visitors	annually.	•Boise	Art	Museum	in	Boise,	ID	welcomes	around	50,000	visitors	each	year.	•Idaho's	The	Art
Museum	of	Eastern	Idaho	attracts	roughly	20,000	visitors	per	year.	•Sun	Valley	Center	for	the	Arts	in	Ketchum,	ID	has	around	15,000	visitors	annually.	The	majority	of	art	museums	in	the	United	States	attract	a	substantial	number	of	visitors.	Some	of	the	highest	attendance	figures	are	reported	by	institutions	such	as	the	Metropolitan	Museum	of	Art
(6	million),	Museum	of	Modern	Art	(3	million),	and	Solomon	R.	Guggenheim	Museum	(1.2	million)	in	New	York,	NY.	On	the	other	hand,	smaller	museums	like	the	Taube	Museum	of	Art	in	Minot,	ND,	draw	around	10,000	visitors	per	year.	The	most	visited	museum	in	Missouri	is	the	Saint	Louis	Art	Museum	with	500,000	attendees	annually,	while	the
Nelson-Atkins	Museum	of	Art	receives	400,000	visitors.	In	comparison,	the	Missouri's	other	museums,	such	as	the	Kemper	Museum	of	Contemporary	Art	and	the	Holter	Museum	of	Art,	have	much	lower	attendance	figures.	Museums	Across	America	by	Visitor	Count	Columbia	Museum	of	Art	and	Gibbes	Museum	of	Art	lead	with	over	100,000	annual
visitors	each.	In	South	Dakota,	South	Dakota	Art	Museum	and	Washington	Pavilion	of	Arts	and	Science	draw	smaller	crowds	of	around	20,000	to	30,000	visitors	yearly.	Meanwhile,	Frist	Art	Museum	in	Tennessee	tops	the	list	at	200,000,	followed	by	Hunter	Museum	of	American	Art.	Texas	is	represented	with	a	mix	of	large	museums	like	the	Houston
Museum	of	Fine	Arts	and	Dallas	Museum	of	Art,	as	well	as	smaller	ones	such	as	Kimbell	Art	Museum.	Utah's	Utah	Museum	of	Fine	Arts	attracts	around	100,000	visitors	annually,	while	Virginia's	Virginia	Museum	of	Fine	Arts	boasts	over	500,000	visitors	yearly.	Washington	state	is	home	to	both	Seattle	Art	Museum	with	800,000	visitors	and	Tacoma
Art	Museum	with	100,000.
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