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Mortimer Birdsul Mills founded the Mills Novelty Company in 1889, producing coin-operated machines. He had 13 children and lived in Oak Park, Illinois. On April 21, 1891, Mortimer Mills received U.S. patent 450,336 for an improved mechanism that allowed customers to select products and have them delivered. Milla founded the M. B. M. Cigar
Vending company in early 1890s. The company claimed to be founded in 1889 by Mill's father, H. S. Mills. In 1897, Mills launched his Mills Owl, the first mechanical upright slot machine. The company adopted an owl motif for its trademark. Herbert S. Mill bought controlling rights from his father and renamed the company Mills Novelty Company in
1898. The Mills Novelty Company continues to exist as a business that restores antique Mills violano instruments and develops digital base systems for the Mills Violano Virtuoso instruments. Discover the value of your Mills Novelty Slot Machine in our comprehensive price guide. The Klondike and Owl were among Mills' earliest slot machines, with
the Le Comete introduced in 1906. Jackpot Bell emerged in the 1920s, featuring Art Deco designs on its cases. In the 1930s, Blue Front Bell demonstrated Mills' commitment to vibrant colors. Introduced in 1941 was the 3 Bells console-style machine. The Liberty Bell, with a patriotic theme and cast-iron structure, was issued by the Bell-O-Mattic.
Other models include Castle Front (1930s), Chevron (1930s), Criss Cross (late 1940s), Diamond Front (late 1930s), Extraordinary (1930s), Golden Falls (mid-1940s), Jewell Bell (mid-1940s), Operator Bell (late 1920s), and War Eagle (mid-1930s). Many of these models have variations, with changing paint schemes and front designs. According to the
International Arcade Museum website, Mills released a total of 671 machines. The top five sought-after machines by collectors are Black Cherry Bell, Bursting Cherry, Conjurer Fortune Teller, Do-Re-Mi, and High Top. Other popular Mills slot machines include Mills Dice (1937) and Mills 21 Star Firebird (1934). Mills jukeboxes were branded
Constellation, Dancemaster, Do-Re-Me, Empress, Hi-Boy, Studio, Swing King, Throne of Music, Troubadour, and Zephyr. There is an active collectors' market for Mills vending machines, particularly the Panoram Soundies, the Coca Cola Model 47, and perfume vendor. A select group of collectors focus on Violano Virtuoso instruments. Use WorthPoint
to identify, research, and value your antiques, with over 425 million "sold for" prices, item details, and images available. The Mills Novelty Company logo features an owl on a branch in a circle surrounded by the company name and location, with a belt-like leather strap behind it. Mills Novelty Company history books and websites were consulted in
1981 for information on antique slot machines. Additional resources from Mills Novelty Company, Slot Machine Makers, Wikipedia, Game Room Antiques, and the International Arcade Museum provided further details. Relevant dictionary entries include Bingo, Game of chance, Carnival Games, and Casino Games.
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