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Criminal law is a system that deals with crimes and punishing individuals who commit them. It's different from civil law, where two parties dispute their rights. A crime is any act or omission that breaks a law prohibiting it. Each state has its own criminal code, while Congress codified federal criminal law in Title 18 of the U.S. Code. Criminal laws
vary between states and the federal government. The federal government codified its criminal procedures in Title 18 with sections 1 to 2725 dealing with crimes. These statutes prescribe a maximum sentence for convicted individuals. The government also codified specific procedures that must take place during a criminal proceeding in the Federal
Rules of Criminal Procedure. A crime is committed when an individual acts in a way that fulfills every element of an offense. The statute establishing the offense defines its elements. Typically, a crime involves three elements: act or conduct, mental state, and causation. The government must prove each element beyond a reasonable doubt during a
criminal prosecution. Crimes can be broadly classified into four categories: felonies, misdemeanors, inchoate offenses, and strict liability offenses. Each state and the federal government decides what sort of conduct to criminalize. The U.S. Code is more extensive than common law, but Congress's power to make criminal laws is generally limited.
State criminal codes are often more complicated than the U.S. Code. For example, the New York Penal Law prescribes nine levels of felonies ranging from residential mortgage fraud to terrorism. Both the federal government and state governments have created various sentencing guidelines. State courts consider local sentencing guidelines when
determining liability for accomplices. When multiple parties are involved, they categorize participants into three main groups. The first degree principal is the actual perpetrator of a crime, while second-degree principals aided or encouraged the perpetrator without committing the offense themselves. Accessory before the fact refers to individuals
who incited or assisted the perpetrator beforehand, but weren't present during the commission. Accessories after the fact aid those already involved in a crime, attempting to hinder detection or punishment. To convict an accomplice, prosecutors must prove both actus reus (the action) and mens rea (intention). Some jurisdictions allow accomplices to
be prosecuted independently of the main perpetrator, potentially leading to more severe punishments. An individual can even be convicted as an accomplice while their alleged partner is acquitted. The Constitution prohibits ex post facto laws, which retroactively punish actions taken before they were deemed illegal. Laws cannot punish individuals
solely for their status, rather than any specific conduct. For example, punishing someone for being homeless is unconstitutional, but prosecuting them for trespassing or loitering while homeless is acceptable. Defenses in a criminal case include failure of proof, mistakes (either fact or law), and justifications like self-defense, defense of property, or
necessity - the choice between two evils. In situations involving unlawful conduct, an individual may be excused from responsibility if they can demonstrate that their actions were necessitated by a greater harm. Several defenses are available to mitigate this burden, including duress, intoxication, and insanity. Duress is a partial defense where an
individual claims they were coerced into committing the crime due to force or threats of force from another party. In cases of voluntary intoxication, the defense may only be applicable to crimes that require a specific mental state. Involuntary intoxication, on the other hand, can serve as a complete defense to any crime, whereas voluntary intoxication
is only a partial defense for certain types of offenses. Insanity is not considered a valid defense if an individual's mental state was not sufficiently impaired to form the requisite mental state required for the commission of the crime.
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