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Brown	Morning	is	a	French	fable	written	by	Franck	Pavloff	in	1998	and	published	by	editions	Cheyne.	The	title	refers	to	the	Nazi	SA	militia's	nickname	"Brown	Shirts."	The	author	penned	this	book	as	a	response	to	the	revelation	of	political	alliances	with	the	National	Front	during	the	elections.	Brown	Morning	is	a	commentary	on	the	dangers	of
conformity	and	small	compromises,	emphasizing	individual	freedom	and	thought.	The	story	takes	place	in	a	fictional	world	where	the	State	Brun	prohibits	the	possession	of	dogs	or	cats	that	are	not	brown,	ostensibly	for	scientific	reasons.	The	plot	explores	themes	similar	to	those	found	in	Ich	habe	geschwiegen	by	Pastor	Martin	Niemöller	and
Rhinoceros	by	Eugène	Ionesco.	Looking	back	at	Brown	Morning,	Franck	Pavloff's	parable	about	dogs	and	cats	in	a	dystopian	state,	we	find	ourselves	pondering	why	it's	so	challenging	to	go	against	the	norm	and	resist	authoritarianism.	The	story,	originally	written	in	1998	for	a	conference	on	fascism,	reminds	us	of	Martin	Niemöller's	poem	"First	They
Came,"	highlighting	the	dangers	of	conformism,	indifference,	and	narrow-mindedness	in	totalitarian	regimes.	Pavloff's	work	rekindles	a	crucial	lesson	from	Timothy	Snyder's	pamphlet	"On	Tyranny":	standing	out	against	the	status	quo	can	be	daunting	but	is	essential	for	true	freedom.	Even	when	laws	aren't	explicitly	enforced,	you've	still	managed	to
offend	your	community's	moral	compass.	Most	people	don't	care	about	others'	well-being;	instead,	they're	focused	on	their	own	survival.	This	mentality	has	led	to	a	situation	where	everyone	is	trying	to	save	themselves,	leaving	no	room	for	hesitation	or	doubts.	The	consequences	are	dire,	with	neighbors	turning	against	each	other	and	accusing	one
another	of	wrongdoing.	As	the	story	concludes,	it	echoes	Martin	Niemöller's	famous	poem:	"Then	they	came	for	me—and	there	was	no	one	left	to	speak	for	me."	The	book	under	review	is	a	thought-provoking	essay	that	delves	into	the	dangers	of	government	overreach	and	xenophobic	thinking.	The	story	revolves	around	a	world	where	the	government
deems	certain	breeds	of	cats	and	dogs	superior,	leading	to	absurd	laws	and	punishments	for	those	who	own	non-brown	pets.	The	author	masterfully	weaves	together	themes	of	totalitarianism,	propaganda,	and	the	erosion	of	personal	liberties,	making	this	book	an	eye-opening	read.	The	reviewer	praises	the	book's	ability	to	tackle	complex	issues	like
government	control	and	xenophobia	in	a	way	that	is	both	accessible	and	impactful.	They	note	that	the	book	has	resonated	with	readers	in	France,	particularly	during	times	of	rising	ultra-right	politics.	However,	the	reviewer	questions	why	such	books	are	necessary,	implying	that	many	people	may	be	living	in	a	state	of	denial	about	the	dangers	of
government	overreach.	The	review	highlights	the	importance	of	literature	like	this	in	reminding	us	of	the	risks	of	xenophobic	thinking	and	the	erosion	of	personal	freedoms.	The	author	concludes	by	expressing	relief	that	readers	like	themselves	do	not	live	in	societies	where	such	books	are	necessary,	implying	that	some	people	may	be	more	aware	of
the	issues	than	others.	Please	find	the	paraphrased	text	below:	By	law,	dogs	and	cats	must	be	brown.	All	other	animals	are	euthanized.	Then,	only	brown	books	are	allowed	on	bookshelves.	Newspapers	stop	circulating,	except	for	Brown	News.	Where	the	hero	ensures	every	brown	aspect	of	life	to	live	safely,	suddenly	laws	change	again,	re-examining
the	brownness	of	everyone's	past.	Within	a	few	lines,	Pavlov	exercises	severe	criticism	against	citizens'	apathy	towards	political	developments,	their	trap	of	non-politicism,	and	the	slippery	slope	of	authoritarianism	when	there	are	no	obstacles.	Using	the	color	brown	in	opposition	to	other	colors,	the	story	symbolically	assigns	white	superiority	and	the
hardness	of	racism	on	an	institutional	level	and	daily	life,	through	the	reversed	side	of	frightened	privileged	ones.	A	book	that	reminds	us	of	the	whole	debacle	we	lived	through	in	Greece	with	the	junta	and	recent	political	development,	which	was	a	showcase	for	a	well-organized	prison	spiral.	A	wonderful	little	book	with	fantastic	illustration	in	a
beautifully	produced	edition,	worth	reading!	Κι	αν	μια	μέρα	έβγαινε	ένα	διάταγμα	του	Κράτους	που	απαγόρευε	-με	κάποιο	επιστημονικό	πρόσχημα-	την	κατοχή	σκύλου	ή	γάτας	άλλου	χρώματος	εκτός	από	καφέ;	Κι	αν	έπρεπε	να	πίνεις	καφέ,	να	διαβάζεις	τα	Καφέ	Νέα	και	να	ακούς	Ράδιο	Καφέ;	Μπορεί	να	σκεφτόσουν	να	προσαρμοστείς,	να	έχεις	το
κεφάλι	σου	ήσυχο.	Αν	όμως	το	Κράτος	το	παρατράβαγε;	Αν	η	Καφέ	Πολιτοφυλακή	σου	χτυπούσε	την	πόρτα	την	ώρα	που	δεν	έχει	ακόμα	ξημερώσει	και	έξω	είναι	όλα	καφέ;	Θα	άνοιγες;	Σύντομο,	όσο	ένα	εσπρεσάκι	κι	εξίσου	δυνατό	φουντ	φορ	θοτ...	October	12,	2014	This	tiny	book	reveals	the	travesty	of	surveillance	culture	in	the	21st	century.	It's	a
powerful	critique	that	summarizes	one	of	the	worst	aspects	of	modern	life.	June	20,	2015	A	simplistic	anti-fascist	allegory	that's	nothing	to	write	home	about.	The	Niemöller-esque	cliché	works	no	longer	applies	in	the	2010s	when	threats	to	freedom	come	from	more	subtle	sources	than	hostile	takeovers.	February	9,	2018	I	might	have	missed
something,	but	this	very	short	book	felt	utterly	useless.	It's	basically	a	news	article	that	tells	you	nothing	new	or	exciting.	June	29,	2024	January	27,	2025	Let	the	Matura	preparation	begin!	January	24,	2017	At	first,	I	thought	it	was	just	a	preview	chapter,	but	no	-	this	"book"	really	has	only	18	pages!	The	story	behind	it	is	very	current	and	also	very
frightening.	The	German	title	is	"Brauner	Morgen"	and	comes	from	the	1990s	if	I	remember	correctly.	It's	about	a	regime	that	lets	people	disappear	and	only	allows	dogs	and	cats	of	a	certain	color	as	pets.	Eventually,	you'll	get	in	trouble	for	having	non-brown	pets.	May	8,	2009	You	know	those	books	that	make	you	shiver	after	you've	finished	it?
Yeah...my	teeth	were	chattering!	July	26,	2011	One	of	the	shortest	books	you	will	ever	read	and	fantastic!	February	17,	2017	This	is	a	well-written,	brief	book	about	two	easy-going	friends	and	how	their	world	changes	as	the	Browns	-	the	fascists	and	their	evil	regulations	-	creep	up	on	them.	They	initially	welcomed	the	new	regulations,	unaware	of	an
obscure	rule	that	would	lead	to	Charlie's	arrest	-	and	ultimately,	the	protagonist's	own	vulnerability.	The	extension	of	these	arbitrary	rules	meant	anyone	could	be	taken	away	at	any	time,	but	it	was	too	late	for	him	to	realize	this	when	the	Browns	arrived	at	his	doorstep	in	the	pre-dawn	darkness.	Despite	its	brief	length,	the	book	packs	a	powerful
punch,	making	it	a	global	best-seller.	Graphic	illustrations	heightened	the	emotional	impact,	especially	during	pivotal	moments	like	the	protagonist's	cat	unknowingly	consuming	cyanide	pellets	meant	for	non-brown	pets.	The	friends'	apathy	towards	creeping	fascism	echoed	that	of	Raymond	and	Meursault	in	Camus'	The	Stranger	-	they	prioritize	living
in	the	moment,	rationalizing	unjust	actions.	In	Matin	Brun,	the	first	victims	were	non-brown	animals,	but	the	friends	dismissed	their	losses	by	replacing	them	with	new	brown	pets.	Their	callousness,	obliviousness,	and	willingness	to	adjust	to	an	absurd	world	link	their	characters	to	those	in	The	Stranger.	It's	the	subtle	yet	destructive	process	of	people
giving	in	to	arbitrary	rules	and	regulations	without	questioning	them.	The	book	vividly	portrays	a	regime	that	gradually	tightens	its	grip	on	society	by	imposing	absurd	laws,	using	fear	and	violence	as	enforcers.	People	are	often	conditioned	to	obey	laws,	so	why	not	comply	with	new	ones,	even	if	they're	unjust	or	deadly?	Most	don't	resist;	instead,	like
the	characters	in	Matin	Brun,	they	adjust	to	each	new	restriction	until	it's	too	late.	This	book	offers	a	step-by-step	guide	on	how	this	happens,	showcasing	the	rationalizations	people	use	to	convince	themselves	everything	is	fine,	despite	growing	unease	and	discomfort	at	leaving	their	comfort	zones.	The	effect	of	such	fascism	can	be	devastating,	like
slipping	down	a	flight	of	stairs	without	being	able	to	regain	balance	or	footing.	Initially,	laws	might	seem	trivial,	but	they	pile	up	quickly,	leading	to	an	environment	where	anyone	can	be	arrested	for	any	reason.	By	then,	the	population's	cooperativeness	and	complacency	mean	it's	too	late	to	resist	when	those	in	power	come	for	them.	The	publication
that	was	considered	"reasonable"	on	March	6,	2024,	up	until	June	15,	2024,	required	a	review	of	current	events.	It	featured	1-30	out	of	170	reviews	to	help	readers	better	understand	the	design.	Furthermore,	users	were	encouraged	to	request	publishers	restore	access	to	over	half	a	million	books,	making	them	more	accessible.
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