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Ask	the	publishers	to	restore	access	to	over	half	a	million	books.	Since	1984,	when	we	first	wrote	the	first	edition,	authors	have	gathered	data,	publications,	and	new	photographs	that	allowed	us	to	publish	three	more	editions	in	1992,	1998,	and	2003.	The	fifth	edition	was	published	in	2012	with	more	than	1,500	bibliographic	references	and
recommended	readings,	all	photographs	in	color,	and	updated	data	on	all	parasitic	diseases	and	those	produced	by	venomous	and	poisonous	animals.	Each	topic	treated	was	summarized	in	a	short	paragraph	presented	in	the	initial	part	with	a	background	color	that	makes	it	stand	out,	serving	for	quick	consultation.	The	chapter	on	venomous	and
poisonous	animals,	although	not	corresponding	to	parasitic	diseases,	is	maintained	in	this	edition	due	to	the	importance	of	the	subject,	which	can	be	found	easily	in	medical	texts.	These	books	have	been	written	thinking	always	of	students	of	health	sciences	and	doctors,	general	or	specialists,	who	need	to	know	not	only	basic	medical	and	biological
information	about	parasites	but	also	the	latest	data	on	epidemiology,	clinic,	treatment,	and	prevention	of	parasitic	diseases.	We	present	our	sincere	thanks	to	those	who	authorized	photographs,	Dr.	Carlos	Aguirre	for	his	excellent	schemes	of	life	cycles,	doctors	Rodrigo	Ángel	and	Gabriel	Jaime	Parra	for	their	collaboration	with	a	chapter	each,	Dr.
Alejandro	Restrepo	for	updated	information	and	bibliography	obtained	from	international	sources,	doctor	Lina	González	and	the	CIB	staff	for	their	continued	help	in	editing,	as	well	as	the	directors	and	personnel	of	the	Colombian	Institute	of	Tropical	Medicine,	CES;	who	have	provided	facilities	for	the	realization	of	this	edition.	Investigaciones
Biológicas,	a	scientific	and	academic	entity	established	on	August	21,	1970,	in	Antioquia,	Colombia,	aims	to:1.-	Train	researchers:	This	includes	medical	professionals,	biologists,	bacteriologists,	microbiologists,	and	laboratory	assistants.2.-	Disseminate	knowledge:	Through	the	publication	of	scientific	articles.	This	organization	focuses	on	discussing
parasitic	diseases,	including	those	caused	by	venomous	and	poisonous	animals,	due	to	their	importance.	The	5th	edition	contains	over	1500	bibliographic	references,	as	well	as	colored	photographs	and	updated	data	on	parasitic	diseases.	This	resource	is	designed	for	students	and	professionals	in	the	healthcare	field,	including	general	practitioners
and	specialists.	It	covers	basic	concepts	of	parasitology,	such	as	amebiasis,	protozoosis,	malaria,	tripanosomiasis,	leishmaniasis,	toxoplasmosis,	and	filariasis.	The	book	also	discusses	techniques	used	in	medical	parasitology	laboratories.	The	authors	would	like	to	thank	those	who	have	authorized	the	use	of	photographs,	Dr.	Carlos	Aguirre	for	his
magnificent	life	cycle	diagrams,	and	Drs.	Rodrigo	Ángel	and	Gabriel	Jaime	Parra	for	their	contributions	to	specific	chapters.	We	would	like	to	express	our	gratitude	to	Dr.	Lina	González	and	the	staff	of	CIB	for	their	continuous	support	in	editing	this	publication.	We	also	extend	our	appreciation	to	the	directors	and	personnel	at	the	Colombian	Institute
of	Tropical	Medicine,	CES,	for	providing	us	with	the	necessary	resources	to	complete	this	edition.


