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New	apartment	checklist

Moving	into	your	first	apartment	is	an	incredible	experience.	As	you	step	into	your	new	bedroom	or	kitchen,	you'll	realize	that	finally	having	a	place	of	your	own	is	surreal.	Acquiring	everything	you	need	for	your	first	apartment	can	be	expensive,	so	it's	essential	to	have	a	plan.	Before	shopping,	create	a	budget	considering	moving	costs	and	other
expenses.	Stick	to	it,	and	remember,	you	don't	need	everything	at	once.	Unless	you	plan	on	ordering	takeout	every	night,	you'll	need	basic	kitchen	essentials.	Start	with	the	basics:	one	medium	or	large	fry	pan;	one	small	pot;	one	large	pot;	an	oven-safe	dish;	a	baking	sheet;	dishes	(two	of	each);	flatware	(two	of	each);	drinking	glasses	for	four;	a	mug;
and	coffee	maker	or	French	press.	You	can	also	get	knives	(one	serrated,	one	chef's,	and	one	paring),	cooking	utensils,	a	mixing	bowl,	kitchen	shears,	napkins,	strainer,	ice	cube	tray,	bottle	opener,	cutting	board,	measuring	cups,	food	containers	for	leftovers,	oven	mitts,	dish	towels,	and	dishrag.	Remember,	none	of	these	items	need	to	be	top	quality;
you	can	find	affordable	options	at	thrift	stores	or	IKEA.	Later,	consider	buying	a	toaster	oven,	microwave,	blender,	hand	mixer,	cake	pans,	serving	dishes,	slow	cooker,	or	Instant	Pot.	You	might	also	want	to	purchase	a	rug	for	near	the	kitchen	sink.	Living	in	your	own	space	might	make	you	more	inclined	to	keep	things	tidy.	Start	with	basic	cleaning
essentials:	garbage	bags	(kitchen-size	and	small),	broom	and	dustpan,	sponges,	soft	rags,	microfiber	cloths,	anti-bacterial	wipes,	paper	towels,	a	bucket	for	mopping	or	cleaning,	mop	(if	needed),	handheld	vacuum,	and	bathroom	cleaning	supplies.	Stick	to	your	budget	and	focus	on	immediate	needs.	You	can	always	add	more	items	later.	If	you're
moving	into	a	new	apartment,	there	are	several	essentials	you'll	need	to	get	started.	These	include	cleaning	supplies	like	sprayWood	cleaner,	laundry	detergent,	dishwasher	detergent,	liquid	dish	soap,	baking	soda,	and	white	vinegar.	You'll	also	want	to	pick	up	some	personal	care	items	such	as	hand	soap	for	the	kitchen	and	bathroom,	rubber	gloves,
and	a	few	other	things	like	fancy	vacuum,	furniture	polish,	or	microfiber	sweeper	that	you	can	buy	later.	When	it	comes	to	setting	up	your	bedroom,	prioritize	getting	a	comfortable	mattress.	If	budget	is	tight,	consider	starting	with	a	futon	or	air	mattress	until	you	can	afford	a	better	one.	For	bedding,	start	with	one	set	of	sheets	and	get	an	additional
set	if	you	don't	trust	yourself	to	wash	them	regularly.	Add	some	pillows,	a	comforter	or	duvet,	and	a	lamp	or	two.	Don't	forget	storage	solutions	like	a	dresser,	plastic	organizers,	or	under-the-bed	containers.	In	the	bathroom,	you'll	need	basic	toiletries	like	toothbrush,	toothpaste,	deodorant,	shampoo,	body	wash,	etc.	In	addition	to	those	essentials,	get
some	bath	towels,	hand/face	towels,	and	a	shower	curtain	with	liner	if	necessary.	You	may	also	want	to	pick	up	a	wall	hook,	toothbrush	holder,	and	bathmat	or	rug.	Furniture	is	an	important	aspect	of	apartment	living,	but	most	items	can	be	bought	later	when	you	have	more	money	or	find	great	deals.	If	you	need	to	eat	on	the	floor	temporarily,	don't
stress	about	it.	Eventually,	you'll	want	things	like	a	sofa,	coffee	table,	dining	room	table	and	chairs,	additional	lighting,	and	a	desk	and	chair	if	you	plan	on	working	from	home.	Stocking	your	pantry	and	fridge	with	basics	will	help	you	save	money	in	the	long	run.	Start	with	items	like	rice,	bread,	all-purpose	flour,	sugar	or	honey	substitute,	baking	soda
and	powder	(if	you	plan	to	bake),	coffee	and	tea,	and	cereal.	Don't	feel	obligated	to	buy	everything	at	once,	but	use	this	list	as	a	guide	for	your	first	shopping	trip.	Basic	pantry	staples	include	oats,	grains	like	quinoa	and	farro,	nut	butter,	ketchup,	mustard,	cooking	oil,	vinegar,	soy	sauce,	canned	beans,	tuna	or	chicken,	dried	pasta,	pasta	sauce,	snack
food,	salt,	pepper,	milk,	butter,	eggs,	cheese,	fresh	fruit,	and	vegetables.	You	can	also	stock	up	on	jam,	preserves,	frozen	pizza	or	dinners,	meat,	poultry,	and	spices.	For	first	aid	kits,	have	bandages	of	assorted	sizes,	butterfly	bandages	for	deep	cuts,	scissors,	tweezers,	crepe	bandage	to	reduce	swelling,	cold	compress,	cotton	balls,	isopropyl	alcohol,
Neosporin,	aspirin,	ibuprofen,	antacids,	aloe	for	minor	burns,	and	a	digital	thermometer.	In	terms	of	home	essentials,	consider	purchasing	fans,	flashlights,	screwdrivers,	adjustable	wrenches,	hammers,	and	possibly	a	printer	and	paper	shredder	to	securely	dispose	of	important	documents.	Given	text:	they	initially	cost.	Don’t	be	surprised	to	find	a	full
set	of	unwanted	dishes	for	$10.	However,	driving	from	one	sale	to	the	next	looking	for	what	you	need	can	be	very	time-consuming.IKEA:	This	megastore	has	everything,	and	most	of	the	time,	prices	are	low.	But	the	layout	requires	you	to	navigate	almost	the	entire	store,	tempting	you	to	purchase	more	than	you	need.	If	you	are	on	a	budget	and	don’t
have	much	willpower,	IKEA	may	not	be	the	best	option.Amazon:	If	you	already	have	a	Prime	membership	that	gives	you	free	shipping,	Amazon	may	be	a	good	option.	Not	only	will	Amazon	have	everything	you	need	but	you	can	shop	for	it	from	the	convenience	of	your	own	home.In	the	beginning,	after	you	move	into	your	first	apartment,	there	will
probably	be	lots	of	trips	back	and	forth	to	the	store,	and	that’s	totally	fine.	Start	with	the	things	you	really	need,	and	then	add	on	and	upgrade	as	you	can.	A	lot	of	these	essentials	will	stay	with	you	for	years,	so	you	won’t	have	to	go	through	this	every	time	you	move.	A	first	apartment	is	a	huge	step	in	your	adulting	journey.	Congratulations!	But	before
the	big	moving	day	arrives,	there	is	some	preparation	to	do	ahead	of	time.Aside	from	all	the	moving	day	logistics	and	communication	with	the	apartment	complex,	you	need	to	prepare	furniture,	supplies,	dishware,	and	more	for	your	new	space.	This	free	printable	checklist	for	first	apartment	is	here	to	help	you	track	what	you	have,	what	you	need,	and
what	you’re	missing.	This	post	may	contain	affiliate	links,	which	means	I’ll	receive	a	commission	if	you	purchase	through	my	links,	at	no	extra	cost	to	you.	Please	read	the	full	disclosure	for	more	information.How	do	I	prepare	for	my	first	apartment?Getting	ready	to	move	into	your	first	apartment	requires	preparation	in	different	ways.	On	the	one
hand,	you	will	need	to	prepare	for	your	first	apartment	financially	and	logistically.Ask	the	Right	Questions	while	Apartment	Hunting	–	so	you	end	up	with	the	apartment	that	fits	best	for	you.Save	money	–	to	prepare	for	apartment	fees	and	other	moving	expenses.Set	Your	Adulting	Budget	(and	follow	it)	–	it’s	important	to	have	a	budget	so	you	can	track
expenses,	avoid	debt,	and	pay	your	rent	on	time.	Here	are	some	financial	resources	for	young	adults	to	get	you	started	on	budgeting.Create	a	Moving	Plan	–	Book	transportation	and	a	moving	company,	take	time	off	of	work,	ask	people	to	help	with	the	moving,	making	a	packing	schedule,	etc.	Whether	it’s	your	first	time	moving	or	tenth	time	moving,
here	are	practical	moving	tips	to	remember.Additionally,	you	want	to	make	sure	to	purchase	any	furniture,	linens,	dishware,	and	other	miscellaneous	items	to	set	up	your	apartment.	Our	other	articles	about	apartment	hunting	and	moving	tips	will	help	with	the	other	preparation	areas	of	renting	an	apartment.	As	for	a	first	apartment	checklist	and
shopping	list,	you	can	find	and	download	our	free	new	apartment	checklist.The	kitchen	is	often	called	the	heart	of	the	home.	I’d	argue	it’s	the	heart	of	the	apartment,	too.	If	you	enjoy	cooking,	baking,	or	hosting,	then	you’ll	be	spending	a	lot	of	time	in	the	kitchen	and	need	a	nice	set	of	utensils	and	appliances	to	bring	your	baking	dreams	to	life.Here
are	items	to	stock	in	your	first	apartment	kitchen.	Most	of	these	items	you	can	find	standard	at	a	supermarket	or	online	home	goods	store.	PotsPansToaster	OvenToasterCoffee	MakerTea	KettleMugsCups	or	GlassesDishesServing	UtensilsCooking	UtensilsEating	UtensilsOven	Given	text:	paraphrase	this	text	The	article	provides	guidance	on	furnishing
and	equipping	a	bedroom,	living	room,	bathroom,	and	home	office	in	an	apartment	for	the	first	time.	It	emphasizes	the	importance	of	selecting	cozy	and	comfortable	furniture	pieces,	as	well	as	essentials	like	bedding,	lighting,	and	storage	solutions.	The	author	recommends	checking	off	a	comprehensive	list	of	items	to	consider	when	setting	up	each
area	of	the	apartment.	For	a	new	apartment,	several	essentials	are	must-haves.	These	include:	-	Bedding:	Sheets,	mattress,	pillows,	and	a	blanket	-	Kitchen	essentials:	Plates,	glasses,	utensils,	pots,	pans,	a	fridge,	and	appliances	-	Bathroom	necessities:	Towels,	shower	organizers,	bath	mats,	and	toiletries	-	Living	room	furniture:	Sofa,	coffee	table,	TV
stand,	and	flooring	-	Cleaning	tools:	Vacuum,	broom,	dustpan,	clothesline,	ironing	board,	and	cleaning	supplies	Remember	to	set	aside	money	for	unexpected	expenses	and	prioritize	what's	truly	essential.	Given	article	text	here	You	may	not	get	excited	when	entering	a	new	apartment,	since	you're	going	to	spend	money	on	things	such	as	security
deposits	and	rents	-	plus	any	costs	of	moving	and	purchasing	household	items.	First,	figure	out	how	much	you	actually	have	for	spending,	and	what	will	be	best	for	splitting	with	roommates.	It	is	usually	more	sensible	to	start	by	buying	the	basic	essentials	like	a	bed,	kitchenware,	and	standard	furniture.	Once	those	are	taken	care	of,	you	can	add	other
decorative	and	non-essential	things	as	your	remaining	budget	allows.	Set	aside	some	money	for	any	last-minute	must-haves	that	will	appear	when	moving	in.	If	living	with	roommates,	they	may	not	need	to	buy	a	toaster	or	couch;	have	a	meeting	to	discuss	what	each	person	has	and	is	willing	to	purchase.	Tip:	If	buying	big-ticket	items	like	couches,
consider	that	it's	only	going	to	be	a	few	years	before	someone	leaves	the	apartment.	Plan	for	how	you	will	settle	things	when	someone	moves	out.	Try	not	to	rush	into	getting	everything	at	once.	It	may	not	be	fun	sleeping	on	the	floor	in	an	empty	apartment	but	it	is	better	than	spending	money	on	items	you	do	not	like.	Some	of	the	things	you	buy	can
easily	be	used	in	your	future	home,	such	as	a	good-quality	futon	that	can	eventually	serve	as	a	space	saver	or	a	splurge-y	stand	mixer	that	will	last	for	decades.	One	classic	trick	for	furnishing	an	apartment	without	breaking	the	bank	is	to	use	wooden	boards	and	milk	crates	as	bookshelves.	For	a	smooth	first	day	in	your	new	apartment,	make	sure	to
have	these	essential	items	at	the	ready:	small	first	aid	kit,	fire	extinguisher,	fan	or	space	heater,	smoke	detectors,	and	carbon	monoxide	detector.	To	ensure	a	comfortable	night's	sleep,	prioritize	bedroom	basics	like	mattress,	sheet,	comforter	set,	pillows,	bed	frame,	and	window	treatments.	The	bathroom	and	laundry	areas	also	require	attention,	with
necessities	such	as	bath	towels,	shower	curtain,	necessary	toiletries,	trash	can,	hamper	or	laundry	basket,	clothes	hangers,	and	laundry	detergent.	The	living	room	may	not	be	a	priority	initially,	but	common	furnishings	like	couch,	table,	TV,	TV	stand,	lighting,	and	Wi-Fi	router	will	make	the	space	functional.	In	the	kitchen	and	dining	areas,	stock	up	on
silverware,	pan	or	pot,	glasses	and	coffee	mugs,	plates,	bowls,	serving	spoon	and	spatula,	knife	and	cutting	board,	measuring	cups	and	spoons,	can	opener,	food	containers,	aluminum	foil	and	plastic	wrap,	dishtowels,	dish	soap	and	sponge,	and	trash	can.	Don't	forget	to	prepare	for	move-in	day	by	packing	ahead	of	time,	asking	your	landlord	about	any
requirements,	measuring	your	new	space,	booking	a	moving	company	or	renting	a	truck,	and	asking	for	help	from	friends	and	family.	•	Using	pre-owned	boxes	can	be	a	cost-effective	way	to	move.	•	Purchasing	renters	insurance	will	protect	your	personal	belongings	from	loss	or	damage.	•	Scheduling	internet	and	cable	installations	with	local
providers	is	recommended.	•	Updating	your	address	with	essential	parties,	such	as	banks	and	employers,	ensures	timely	communication.	•	Requesting	mail	forwarding	helps	prevent	lost	documents.	•	Completing	voter	registration	online	or	by	mail	maintains	accurate	information.	•	Gathering	necessary	papers,	including	identification	and	medical
records,	facilitates	the	moving	process.	•	For	budget-conscious	movers,	setting	a	budget	and	taking	advantage	of	sales	can	help	minimize	expenses.	•	Cross-checking	prices	for	services	and	products	ensures	informed	decision-making	without	overspending.	•	Borrowing	from	friends	or	family	can	provide	access	to	quality	items	at	no	additional	cost.
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