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Since	its	US	introduction	in	the	late	'90s,	the	Toyota	RAV4	has	remained	a	top	choice	due	to	its	reliability.	The	SUV's	history	of	longevity	is	well-documented,	making	it	an	excellent	option	for	those	seeking	a	dependable	ride.	To	learn	more	about	engine	sizes	across	generations,	check	out	our	full	review	here.	The	5th	gen	(2019-present)	Toyota	RAV4
features	two	engine	options:	a	2.5L	4-cylinder	and	a	hybrid	variant.	Both	engines	utilize	a	CVT	transmission	with	eight	speeds,	making	it	suitable	for	navigating	hills	and	snow-covered	terrain.	The	hybrid	version	boasts	impressive	horsepower	of	219HP.	The	newer	RAV4	generations	offer	more	customization	options	than	their	predecessors	but	come	at
a	higher	price	point.	The	5th	gen	also	features	an	8-speed	automatic	transmission.	Prior	to	the	2020	model,	the	RAV4	was	not	known	for	its	towing	capabilities.	However,	from	2020-2022,	it	can	tow	up	to	3,500lbs,	with	an	upgrade	to	5,000lbs	possible	when	equipped	with	towing	equipment.	The	5th	gen	Hybrid	Toyota	RAV4	boasts	excellent	fuel
economy,	averaging	41MPG	combined	(38MPG	city	and	40MPG	highway).	Non-hybrid	models	average	around	26MPG.	The	hybrids	utilize	electric	engines	and	gasoline	for	enhanced	fuel	efficiency.	Note	that	the	"Distance-To-Empty"	indicator	may	not	always	accurately	reflect	your	mileage	left,	as	there	are	often	many	miles	remaining.	The	4th	gen
(2013-2018)	Toyota	RAV4	features	a	2.5-liter	four-cylinder	engine	with	an	added	hybrid	option	in	2016.	This	generation	discontinued	the	V6	engine.	The	2.5L	4-cylinder	engine	produces	176HP	and	172lb-ft.	of	torque,	utilizing	a	six-speed	automatic	transmission.	As	for	towing	capacity,	crossovers	are	not	typically	known	for	their	capabilities,	with	the
RAV4	being	no	exception,	rated	at	just	1,500lbs.	However,	when	properly	equipped,	certain	models	(2017-2018)	can	tow	up	to	3,500lbs	or	even	upgrade	to	5,000lbs	with	OEM	towing	equipment.	In	terms	of	mileage,	the	4th	gen	front-wheel	drive	RAV4	averages	around	24MPG	city	and	31MPG	highway.	All-wheel	drive	models	average	about	22MPG	in
the	city	and	29MPG	on	the	highway	due	to	their	increased	weight.	The	Toyota	RAV4's	engine	options	have	varied	across	its	generations.	The	third	generation,	spanning	from	2007	to	2012,	introduced	a	V6	engine	and	an	all-electric	model	as	firsts	in	the	line.	This	era	offered	three	trims,	each	starting	with	a	basic	2.4L	4-cylinder	engine	that	could	be
upgraded	to	a	3.5L	V6.	The	base	engine	produced	166HP	and	used	a	4-speed	automatic	transmission,	while	the	V6	utilized	a	5-speed	transmission.	The	third	generation	RAV4	had	a	maximum	towing	capacity	of	2,000lbs	but	suffered	from	decreased	mileage	when	switching	to	all-wheel-drive.	In	contrast,	the	second	generation	(2002-2006)	offered
traditional	engines	ranging	from	1.4L	to	2.0L	and	a	diesel	option	at	2.4L.	The	second-gen	RAV4s	boasted	an	HP	average	of	123-156	and	were	available	with	both	4-speed	and	5-speed	transmissions.	The	first	generation	(1996-2001)	RAV4,	on	the	other	hand,	featured	a	2L	I4	engine	with	a	horsepower	range	of	119-177.	The	first-gen	RAV4	had	a
maximum	towing	capacity	of	about	1,500lbs,	which	could	be	increased	with	OEM	and	aftermarket	parts.	More	recently,	the	2022	Toyota	RAV4	Prime	boasts	the	strongest	engine	in	this	lineup,	producing	300HP	and	featuring	a	gas/electric	powertrain	that	can	accelerate	from	0	to	60MPH	in	just	5.7	seconds.	The	towing	capacity	of	a	Toyota	RAV4
depends	on	its	engine	size,	additional	equipment,	and	whether	it's	been	upgraded.	Typically,	an	average	RAV4	can	haul	about	1,500lbs,	but	this	can	be	increased	to	up	to	3,000lbs	with	extra	hauling	gear.	Some	models	may	even	reach	capacities	of	3,500lbs	or	more,	with	some	owners	upgrading	theirs	to	tow	up	to	5,000lbs.	This	versatility	makes	the
RAV4	suitable	for	towing	a	variety	of	boats,	from	small	aluminum	vessels	to	larger	powered	ones.	However,	before	attempting	to	tow	any	load,	it's	crucial	to	ensure	your	RAV4	can	handle	the	weight	safely.	Similarly,	when	determining	how	large	a	camper	you	can	tow	with	your	RAV4,	consider	the	type	and	power	of	the	engine,	as	well	as	any	upgrades
or	towing	equipment	installed.	Even	base	models	can	accommodate	pop-up	and	teardrop	campers,	while	larger-capacity	models	can	haul	small	trailers	and	bigger	campers.	The	Toyota	RAV4's	capabilities	extend	beyond	towing,	thanks	to	its	powerful	engines	and	smooth	transmission.	It	also	features	hybrid	and	plug-in	options	that	offer	improved	fuel
efficiency,	making	it	an	ideal	choice	for	long	trips	and	daily	commutes.	Whether	you	prioritize	performance	or	eco-friendliness,	the	RAV4	is	a	reliable	option.	Regarding	engine	options,	the	standard	2.5-liter	four-cylinder	engine	produces	203	horsepower	and	184	pound-feet	of	torque.	However,	Toyota	does	offer	hybrid	and	plug-in	drivetrains	that
combine	electric	engines	with	gasoline	for	enhanced	fuel	efficiency.	As	for	the	V6	engine,	some	models	feature	a	3.5-liter	V6	under	their	hoods.	When	weighing	the	pros	and	cons	of	the	RAV4,	consider	its	competitive	pricing,	excellent	mileage,	and	appealing	design.	However,	keep	in	mind	potential	drawbacks	such	as	outdated	technology,	stiff	ride,
and	limited	base	model	features.	The	acronym	"RAV"	stands	for	Recreational	Active	Vehicle	with	4-wheel-drive,	while	"J"	represents	"joyful."	When	comparing	reliability	to	other	models	like	the	Camry,	the	RAV4	earns	an	overall	quality	rating	of	8.6	out	of	10,	ranking	it	among	the	top	crossovers	and	SUVs.	Toyota	RAV4	Vs	Corolla:	Key	Differences	###
The	Toyota	Corolla	and	the	Toyota	RAV4	are	two	popular	models,	but	they	have	distinct	differences.	###	Corolla	vs	RAV4	Specs:	The	Corolla	has	an	advantage	over	the	RAV4	in	terms	of	pricing,	reliability,	resale	value,	and	overall	quality	score.	It	also	has	a	longer	wheelbase	and	rides	higher	than	the	RAV4.	###	Engine	Comparison:	Both	models
come	with	the	same	standard	engine,	horsepower,	and	torque.	However,	the	RAV4	offers	a	more	powerful	2.5L	4-cylinder	engine,	while	the	Corolla	gets	a	less	powerful	2.0L	4-cylinder	engine.	###	RAV4	V6	Discontinued:	The	V6	engine	was	dropped	for	the	2013	model	year	and	replaced	with	a	new	six-speed	automatic	transmission.	The	third-row
seating	was	also	discontinued	in	2013.	###	Drivetrain	Options:	Both	models	are	available	in	Front-Wheel	Drive	and	All-Wheel	Drive	drivetrains,	but	they	differ	in	terms	of	power	output	and	performance.	###
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